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Gulf’ narrows 

Rafsanjani, Velayati see peace 


NICOSIA, July 4, (AP): Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani 
said today Iran and Iraq have moved closer to peace after a direct 
tfiaiogue between their foreign ministers, the first such meeting In 
the 10-year-oWconflict. 

-Speaking in an interview with the official Islamic Republic 
News Agency and state-run Tehran Radio, Rafsanjani said: 
“ What is clear to me is that we a re now closer to peace compared 



All in smiles 


Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev shares a laugh with 
delegates yesterday during a break In the session of the 
Soviet Communist Party Congress. (Reuter wirephoto) 

(Details on Page 7) 


to two months ago.*' 

“The confidence of the two countries in the fact that the other side 
desires peace has become relatively greater," Rafsanjani added without 
elaboration. 

United Nations Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar hosted the 
foreign ministers of Iran and Iraq, Ah Akbar Velayati and Tareq Aziz, 
to a meeting in Geneva yesterday. 

It was their first face-to-face 
encounter since peace negotia- 
tions were Launched in August 
1988, a few days after a UN- 
brokered ceasefire halted eight 
years of hostilities between the 
two countries. 

But the indirect talks stalled 
almost immediately over the ques- 
tion of priorities. Iran insisted on an 
Iraqi withdrawal from territories 
occupied in the last weeks of the war. 

Iraq insisted that Iran agree first to 
the dredging of the Shatt AJ Arab 
waterway, confluence of the Tigris 
and Euphrates, of war debris. 

The common border ran down, the 
middle of the channel before the war. 
In the peace talks, Iraq demanded 
full sovereignty over Shatt A1 Arab, 
its mam outlet to the Gulf. 

Before leaving Geneva today, 
Velayati told reporters he was 
that the talks can move 


Keynote in Opec talks 

Be flexible 

ALGIERS, July 4, (Reuter): Key Opec leaders stres- 
sed a willingness to be flexible today as they began 
crisis talks on rescuing oil prices from the latest glut. 

The president of the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries, Algeria’s Sadek Boussena, met 
in Algiers with the oil ministers ofKuwait and Indon- 
esia in prepara lion fora crucial conference in Geneva 
on July 2b. 

A glut blamed on output quota violations by 
several members has resulted in prices falling about 
one-third this year. 

Indonesia's GinanjarKartasasmita said at Algiers 
airport he thought the slide had “reached the bottom, 
more or less." but agreed that much may depend on 
whether Opec reaches an accord on production 
quotas in Geneva that all members would observe. 

Kuwait and UAE have both been demanding rtmt 
they get higher quotas in any new accord. 

Others including Iraq, Iran and Algeria first want 
existing accords obeyed to revive average spot 
market prices at least to Opec’s declared target ofS18 
a barrel, compared with below 514 now. 

See also Page 1 3 


‘Shoot Palestinians’ 




Clandestine. Jewish group’s call 


OGCUP1ED JERUSALEM, July 4, (AP): A pam- 
phlet distributed to Jerwisb settlers urges them to 
shoot Palestinians and gives detailed instructions on 
how to obtain guns and avoid capture. 

The anonymous pamphlet, quoted by the Hebrew 
daily Yediot Ahronot and the state-run radio today, 
advises settlers to gather explosives from the army, 
masquerade as soldiers during attacks and leave 

The reports of the pamphlet come 
at a timeof rising tension between the 
settlers and - Palestinians who have 
carried out an uprising against Israeli 
occupation for more than 30 months. 

The daily Haaretz today quoted 
security sources as saying stalled 
peace efforts may push Palestinian 
extremists to attack Jewish set- 
tlements. 

Libera] politicians also have 
accused the right-wing government 
of encouraging radicals among the 
settlers. 

Yediot said the pamphlets were 
put into settlers' mailboxes, but it 
was not clear how many were dis- 
tributed or in which settlements. The 
pamphlet was not signed and the 
news reports gave no evidence of who 
printed it. 

More than 130 Jewish settlements 
have been built in the West Bank and 
Gaza since they were captured from 
Jordan and Egypt in the 1967 Middle 
East war. About 75.000 Jews live 
among 1 .7 million Palestinians in the 
occupied areas. 

Israel Hard, a settler leader, said 
he had checked eight settlements and 
found no sign of the pamphlets. 

“This pamphlet is simply not known 
m the settlements,” he said, adding it 
may be a "publicity stunt" or a 
provocation by Arabs. 

Zvi Kalzover, head of the Kiryat 
Arha settlement in the West Bank, 
said the pamp hlet was probably done 
by a “fringe group. " But he added the 
pamphlet's advice “should not be 
ignored ... to try and catch stone 
throwers at almost any price.” 

Politicians on both the Left and 
right expressed fears that the pam- 
phlet could be evidence that a new 
Jewish underground was forming, 
similar to one that targeted and killed 
several Palestinian leaders in the 
early .1980s. 


misleading evidence behind. 

It says lie settlers in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip should respond to stoning attacks on 
their cars with gunfire and should try to "hit and 
cause much damage." It also calls for acts of retribu- 
tion against Palestinians. . . 

“You must react to every Arab stone with secret 
revenge acts," the leaflet was quoted as saying. 
“Cause damage to Arab property." 


Soviet envoy 
warns Israel 

KUWAIT. July A (Reuter): The 
Soviet ambassador to the United 
Nations said Moscow would block 
the exodus of Soviet Jews to Israel if 
the Jewish state failed to provide firm 
guarantees they would not be settled 
in occupied Arab land. 

• ■ YuM Vorontsov, in Moscow for 
the Soviet Communist Party Con- 
gress, told the Kuwait News Agency 
(Kuna) that Soviet Jews would still 
be permitted to leave, but not for 
Israel. 

“Jewish emigrauon will continue 
and emigrants will be allowed to 
leave for the United States, France, 
Australia or anywhere else except 
Israel unless it provides real guaran- 
tees not to settle them in occupied 
Arab land,” be said in an interview 
published today. 

Detail* page® 



Maradona marks victory 


Argentina’s Diego Maradona hugs his ihree-year-olddpughter Yanina after his 
team's victory over ttaly in the semifinals of the World Cup in Naples. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


W. Germany in final 

Another shootout 


TURIN, Italy, July 4, (AP): West 
Germany beat England 4-3 in a pen- 
alty shootout to reach the final of the 
World Cup after the game ended m a 
1-1 draw this evening. 

England's Stuart Pearce and Chris 
Waddle missed the penalties that let 
West Germany through to Sunday’s 
game against Argentina in Rome, a 
repeat of the final four years ago in 
Mexico City won by the South 
Americans. . 

England plays Italy in Ban Satur- 
day in the playoff for third place. 

West German defender Andreas 
Brehme opened the scoring in the 
59th minute when his shot of 2_ 
metres was deflected by England 
defender Paul Parker, spinning it 


over the head of scrambling goalie 
Peter Shihon and into the net. . 

England, constantly improving in 
the Work! Cup, fought back and Lin- 
eker profited from defensive bun- 
gling between Juergen Kohler 
Thomas Berthold and Klaus Augen- 
thaler to rifle across from Parker past 
Bodolllgner 10 minutes ftron regular 
time. 

Both team came dose to a win m 
extra time. England winger Waddle 
hit the inside of the post with a shot 
from IS metres in the 105th minute 
and German Guido Bucfawald did 
the same from 20 metres with three 
minutes to go. 

The semifinal between Argentina 
and Italy also went to penalty kicks. 


ahead. He said: “During the meeting 
we found out that Iraq and Iran, both 
of them, now are more flexible than 
in the past.” But be did not elaborate. 

Perez de Cuellar, who in previous 
talks relayed statements between the 
two ministers, said Tuesday’s meet- 
ing was a “psychological break- 
through" though nothing “substan- 
tive” was diseased. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
sent a message to Rafsanjani through 
a third party in April suggesting a 
summit meeting between them to 
resolve the conflict. Rafsanjani 
accepted, provided preliminary 
meetings between expats from the 
two countries are held prior to the 
summit 

Moscow has offered to host the 
summit should Tehran and Baghdad 
agree to holding it 

Both Iraq and Iran are now more 
flexible in their peace negotiations 
and stand a better chance of eliminat- 
ing their thorniest differences, 
Velayati said today in Geneva. 

“We have found out that Iraq and 
Iran — both of them — are more 

(Continued on Page 11) 


'Bring back Tim’ 

Sketch of 

kidnapper 

released 

BACOLOD, Philippines. July 4, 
(UP I): Police released today a sketch 
of the communist rebel leader susp- 
ected of kidnapping Peace Corps 
volunteer Timothy Swanson three 
weeks ago, military officials said. 

Army Brigade Commander Jose 
Sol quiDo gave reporters a drawing of 
the leader of a three-member group, 
believed to be a rebel member or the 
communist New Peoples Army, who 
escorted Swanson from bis home in 
the town ofSilay on Negros Island on 
June 13. 

The sketch was drawn by an artist 
with the National Bureau of Inves- 
tigation in consultation with Swan- 
son's Fihpina wife. Merle, who saw 
the kidnappers take ber husband. 

SolquiBo provided a description of 
the man but said the man's identity 
has not been established. The sketch 
was distributed to identify the kid- 
nappers of the 26-year-old man from 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, who worked 
on forestry and agriculture projects 
on Negros. 

So !q uillo said three farmers were 
questioned and released. 

About 200 farmers and school 
children demonstrated in front of 
Swanson’s house today, urging 
rebels to release the American. They 
carried signs saying “Bring back 
Tim" and “We love Tim.’’ 

Swanson was the second foreigner 
kidnapped in Negros, 300 miles (480 
km) south of Manila, in the past five 
weeks. 

Fumio Mizuno, 36, a training 
director of a Tokyo-based private 
organisation helping rural farmers, 
was abducted in Negros on May 29, 
and remains in rebel custody. 

Also today, some 500 workers and 
youths paraded in Manila, demand- 
ing the dismantling of US military 
bases in the Philippines- 
See also Pag*® 



Mamma ... 


... mia 


American Pop star Madonna, at left, performs on stage during a Cup striker Roberto Baggio (15) during a press interview in Paris. She 

concert in Paris and at right, wearing a jersey belong to Italy's World will start a concert tour in Italy next week. (Reuter wirephoto) 



An aerial view of the Gama ral Aqabah (stoning arena) from where the pilgrims 
head towards Makkah. after stoning the devil, through the tunneL On Monday 
the railing on the bndge collapsed under the pressure of human tide and seven 


pilgrims tumbled 8 metres ofi the bridge into the crowd ol people coming out of 
. the tunnel that touched ofi panic and stampede. 


Ummah mourns tragedy 

World leaders offer condolences 


MAKKAH, July 4, (AP): Hundreds of thousands of pilgrims were 
winding up their rituals at Islam’s holiest sites today as the Muslim 
world mourned the death of 1,426 pilgrims in a stampede in the worst 
pilgrimage tragedy in modem history. 


Most of the pilgrims were leaving the plains of Mina by sunset and 
heading for Makkah to make a “farewelr' cird 


holiest shrine to which Muslims turn five times in daily prayer. 

Part of the day’s rituals also included “stoning of the Devil” for a 
third time at Gamarat Aqabah, to which the pilgrim victims were 
’ heading via one of several tunnels when the tragedy occurred Monday. 

„ The Saudi authorities were setting up a large area at the holy sites for 

’ circle of the Kaaba, Islam's graves for victims whose families would prefer them to be buried at 


Makkah. Id the Islamic faith, to die 
and be buried in Makkah is a bless- II ■ i __ __ 

how it nappenea 

Mo’essem tunnel beading up the I I 


Mo’essem tunnel heading up the 
bridge to the Gamarat Aqabah to 
cast their first stone at the Devil and 
throngs coming down toward the 
tunnel fused in the stampede that 
began when a bridge railing above 
the tunnel entrance bent and seven 
pilgrims fell upon those below. 

The worst suffering was that of the 
pilgrims inside the 600-metre (yard) 
long, 1 0-metre (35 Toot) wide tunnel, 
who were estimated by Interior Mini- 
ster Prince Nayef at 50,000. The ven- 
tilation system went off and deaths 
.by suffocation could have been as 
many as those trampled in the frenzy . 

(Continued on Page 11) 


MANAMA, July 4, (AP): The 1 .426 
Muslim pilgrims who were crushed 
or suffocated to death in a pedestrian 
tunnel were hurrying to perform the 
ritual , of “stoning the devil," the 
dimai t of the annual Makkah pil- 
grimage. 

Many were running to their 
deaths. 

What was supposed to be a joyful 
celebration by 2 million Muslims 
from around the world suddenly 
became the worst pilgrimage tragedy 
in modem history. 

Saudi Arabian officials said 1,426 


pilgrims perished in Monday's catas- 
trophe when thousands of people 
were trapped in the 600-metre-long 
(yard; tunnel in a stampede, hun- 
dreds more were injured. 

The month-long pilgrimage, 
which every Muslim is supposed to 
make at least once, was ending and 
religious fervour was high. 

It was the first day of the three-day 
Eid AJ Adha, or the feast or sacrifice, 
that marks the Prophet Abraham’s 
willingness to sacrifice his son to 
God. 

(Continued on Page 11) 


Poland drops 
treaty demand 

FRANKFURT, July 4, 
(Reuter): Poland today dropped 
its demand that the two Ger- 
manys guarantee its borders in a 
treaty before they unite. 

“Such a treaty immediately 
after a declaration of unification 
of Germany will be a good basis 
for the development of Polish- 
German relations,” Polish 
Foreign Minister said . 

The East and West German 
parliaments recognised Poland's 
present borders on June 21. 


41 killed in fighting; Premadasa may dissolve Northeast Council 


COLOMBO, July 4, (Agencies): Government 
forces clashed with Tamil rebels m two loca- 
tions of Sri Lanka’s eastern province, leaving at 
least 38 guerrillas and three soldiers dead, 
military sources said today. 

In one encounter, the Sri Lankan Army 
attacked a camp of the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam yesterday evening near the 
strategic northeastern port town of Trin- 
comaJee, 155 miles (250 km) northeast of 


Colombo. 

At least IS rebels and three soldiers were 
killed in the fighting, military sources said. 
Eight soldiers were wounded and eight rebels 
were captured, they said. 

In a second incident, military sources said the 
air force shot deal! 20 rebels who were trying to 
escape by boat in the Batticaloa lagoon near the 
eastern provincial capital of Batticaloa. 135 
miles (220 km) east of Colombo. 


Military sources said an air force helicopter 
opened fire when those in the boat ignored 
orders to stop. 

Thousands of people have died in ethnic 
violence since 1983 when Tamil militants began 
waging a bloody campaign to establish in the 
northern and eastern provinces an independent 
homeland Tor the moslly-H'mdu Tamils. 

President Ranasinghe Premadasa said yes- 
terday the government would introduce draft 


laws in Parliament tomorrow to dissolve the 
Northeast Provincial Council and hold fresh 
elections. 

The council is at the centre of efforts by 
Colombo to compromise with militant groups 
and offer minority Tamils in the North and East 
a form of limited autonomy. 

“Is the LTTE genuinely interested in entering 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Insurgency thrives on hostile terrain: Bangladesh 


JURACHHARl, Bangladesh. July 4, 
( Reuter): With the full fury of the rainy season 
upon them, government troops fighting 
separatist tribal insurgents in southeast Ban- 
gladesh arc becoming increasingly worried 
about supplies. 

The only lwo helicopters available for the 
counter-insurgency operations in the Chit- 
tagong Hill Tracts are busy ferrying the 
wounded and dead, and troops must trans- 
port their weapons and provisions overland. 

That is seldom easy. Rains flood ihe valleys 
and loosen the earth, blocking supply routes 
and sometimes leaving the troops hungry for 
days on end. 

“Life for the soldiers is going to be harder 


during the next six months, especially for 
those camping thousands of feet above sea 
level,” Hill Tracts army commander Major- 
General Abdus Salam told reporters recently. 

“The terrain is unkind and the people are 
hostile,” he said. “But this is a war and we 
cannot quit.” 

More than 2,000 people, including 232 sol- 
diers. have been killed since 1973 when the 
Shanti Bahini (peace force) look uparms after 
the government refused to grantautonomy to 
the 5,500 square mile (14.200 sq km) Hill 
Tracts. 

The Shantis believe that the area needs 
greater political autonomy in order to protect 
the tribespeople's interests from Bengali 


speaking settlers. 

The hUl and forest region, which is home to 
13 tribes, bonders India and Burma and the 


insurgency. 

“The (diplomatic) failure has left us with no 


government says the Shanti rebels operate 
From 28 camps inside Indian territory. 


other alternative than to keep fighting the 


rebels, mostly from the biggest Cbakma 
I AizaL 


Bangladesh alleges that India is backing the 
Shantis and that diplomatic efforts have 
failed to persuade New Delhi to withdraw 
support and return thousands of tribespeople 
sheltering iu its northeastern Tripura state. 

“The RAW (research and analytical wing 
of Indian intelligence) directly controls the 
insurgency from New Delhi,” said Brigadier 
Shah Li I Afeal. 

India, however, denies that it supports the 


tribe,” said . 

Salam added: “There would be no Shanti 
Bahini by now if they had stayed on Ban- 
gladesh soil.” 

Although the 17-year insurgency has lost 
much of its strength because more than 2,300 
guerrillas have surrendered, the rebels still 
hold enough fire- power to engage govern- 
ment troops and inflict casualties. 

“I was m 29 engagements in three years,” 
Havildar (sergeant) Hasan Uddin told repor- 
ters at his Jurachhari camp. 


Salam said the insurgency had been con- 
tained but not quelled, and added the soldiers 
would not leave the Hill Tracts until the 
insurgency was suppressed and a local admin- 
istration in full control. 

Nearly 300,000 tribespeople and over 
300,000 Bengali-speaking settlers have elec- 
ted three tribal chiefs as district council chair- 
men with sweeping powers to control local 
taxation, police, education and development. 

Furthermore, the government has spent 
about 5300 million, mainly on roads and 
Other infrastructure, to win tribal support. 

But according to Pranay Chakma, a tea- 
cher in Raagsanad Hill district,these conces- 
sions alone will not convince the tribespeople 


to lay down their arms. “They need firm 
guarantees of a secured future and less depen- 
dence on handouts.” he said. 

Hill Tracts officials recently began reset- 
tling tribal families from remote jungle areas 
to newly built villages. 

“This will save them from freq uent tortures 
by guerrillas demanding money and sup- 
port,” said local official A.T.M. Mostafa. 

He said each family in the new villages 
would receive five acres (two hectares) ofland 
as well as 21 kilos (46 pounds) of rice for six 
weeks until they harvested the next crop. 

They are also being taught how to read and 
write. Loans have been arranged for indigen- 
ous textile manufacture and handicrafts. 


Lanka 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the democratic process? If so, it is 
now up to them to give up their faith 
in the bullet and trust the ballot," 
Premadasa told a rally. 

Premadasa said the government is 
prepared to discuss with a newly- 
elected provincial council all out- 
standing issues. 

He gave no further details, but 
analysts said his statement was unlik- 
ely to appease the Tigers, the most 
powerful Tamil group, who aban- 
doned peace talks with the govern- 
ment on June 1 1 and began a string of 
attacks on army camps and police 
stations. 

Nevertheless, they said it showed 
the government had not ruled out a 
negotiated settlement to the Tigers' 
latest military offensive in which at 
least six hundred rebels and security 
force men have been killed. 

They noted the statement came at 


a time when security forces were 
celebrating the success or a daring 
helicopter operation to rescue woun- 
ded soldiers from a besieged fort in 
Jaffna, the Tigers' northern strongh- 
old. 

The main sticking point in 14 mon- 
ths of peace talks between Colombo 
and the Tigers has been the govern- 
ment's demand that the Tigers 
surrender their weapons before new 
elections to the Northeast Council. 

The Tigers had also demanded 
greater powers for the body. 

A political analyst said the Tigers 
would not accept fresh elections to 
the council unless “it has more 
autonomous powers than the present 
system." 

Analysis said it was very likely the 
government would compromise on 
its demand that the Tigers abandon 
arms. 


35,000 flee from 
Jaffna fighting 


North is safer 


22 held over Madras killings 


MADRAS. July4. (Reuter): Indian police said yesterday they 
members of a Sri Lankan separatist group over the killing of 1 
an attack in Madras. 


were detaining 22 
1 5 of their rivals in 


The gun and grenade attack on June 19 killed exiled Tamil leader Kandas- 
abha. 13 


wamy Padmanabha, 13 other members of his Edam People's Revolutionary 
Liberation Front (EPRLE) and a civilian. 

Most EPRLF leaders f led Sri Lanka for India this year as the rival Liberation 
Tigers ofTamil Eelam (LTTE) gained ascendancy in tbe Tamil-speaking north 
of the island, where tbe separatist Tigers are now battling Sri Lankan security 
forces. 

Police said the y susp ected the LTTE of carrying out the Madras attack. “The 
arrest of the 22 LTTE men could give us some dues," police chief P. Dorai told 
reporters. 
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Pleasant news 


Entry will be free of charge 

Murqab, Ice Skating 
Rink, the small hall and 
the entrance from ttie 
small hall 


For billiard and 
snooker 
amateurs and 
players. 

It is open daily 
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Tel: 2411151/2/3 


from 10 am- 10 pm. 


JAFFNA. Sri Lanka, July 4, 
(Reuter): Kathieresa Sivapack- 
iam sits on her hospital bed gen- 
tly touching the broken arm she 
knows she will lose to the sur- 
geon's knif e as soon as she can 
bear the anaesthetic. 

She is aware her husband and 
son died in the shelling that shat- 
tered her forearm, but the nurses 
at Point Pedro Hospital on the 
northern tip of Sri Lanka cannot 
bear the news of her daughter's 
death. 

* “She escaped to India,” they 
tell Kathieresa, 40. 

They use that lie a lot in the 
small field hospitals on the Jaflha 
peninsula, which are rapidly fill- 
ing with wounded Tamil refugees 
from the east . 

Residents of Jaffna town, 
nerve centre of the T amil seces- 
sionist movement, say 35,000 
refugees have fled by boat to the 
rebel-held north ahead of an 
advancing government counter- 
attack against Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam separatist 
guerrillas. 

They bring with them stories 
of military attacks on villagers 
and scare stories that the army, 
swollen by volunteers, is massing 
to annihilate all 2.5 million 
Tamils. 

Tamils in "the* rebel north, 
where the phones have been cut 
off, the post cancelled and travel 
‘fehr^y-ttstricfcai ‘aft'bfeiytfeo 
eager to believe every gory detail. 

“They want to finish off the 
Tamils,” said an elderly woman 
who paid R$500 ($12) for a boat 
ride from TrincomaJee in the east 
to Mullaitivu, just south of Jaf- 
fna. 


Ten to 1 5 boats full of refugees 
land each day on the beaches of 
Mullaitivu, residents say. 

"There are three to four 
thousands (refugees) here now,” 
a Tiger political officer in the 
town said. “Paddy (rice) is no 

E roblem, but apart from that we 
ave only enough food to feed 
them for about three days unless 
supplies get through.” 

Officials at the Colombo office 
of the Commissioner-General of 
Essentia] Services, the govern- 
ment relief agency, said last week 
a shipload of supplies had been 
despatched to the north but no 
relief supplies were getting 
through by road. 

Tiger political officials in tbe 
north said they had heard noth- 
ing about the ship. 


Some supplies are arriving 
from India, smuggled past Sri 
Lankan and Indian naval patrols 
blockading the 12 mile (20 km) 
Palk Strait, another Tiger said. 

Doctors at Point Pedro Hosp- 
ital say the most common 
injuries are shrapnel wounds to 
the legs and arms that fracture 
bones and turn septic on the two- 
day sea journey north. 

The hospital has sufficient 
supplies to cope with 10 to 25 
such cases daily for three weeks, 
but amputation- is often the only 
■; aiterna tiveriraregfo n'whcrc. stqv 

rudimentary, a doctor said. 


“My house was burned 
down,” she says . “I don't know if 
I'll be able to go home again.” 
Residents of tbe districts said 
the Sri Lankan Army opened fire 
on a refugee boat on June 25, 
killing four men, two women and 
two children. Two others were 
wounded. 


“The Red Cross is getting 
some supplies through but we 
don’t know if that will continue,” 
he said. 

The woman in the bed next to 
Kathieresa, injured in the same 
shelling incident outside Trin- 
comalee on" June 22 or 23, she was 
not sure, had her leg amputated. 

Her husband and two of her' 
four sons died when a shell hit the 
Selva grinding mill, outside the 
main town, where 500 civilians 
were sheltering, she said through 
translator. 


life Mil!! 
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India cut minis ters travel: India, short of 

foreign exchange, has ordered government ministers 
to make fewer trips abroad but bowed to angry taxi- 
drivers over a ban on Sunday petrol sales. 

One government statement on Tuesday announ- 
ced a 5) per cent cut in ministries’ foreign travel 
budgets and a 10 per cent cut in foreign exchange 
spending by the External Affairs Ministry to lessen 
the needier imported petrol. 

Another statement said petrol stations coukl open 
for five hours on Sunday mornings because taxi 
drivers had protested about an all-day ban imposed 
last month. (Reuter) 


Crash relative eluded by police: The 

a victim of the 1983 bombing of a Pan Am 


father of a . — 

• jumbo jet, who smuggled a fake bomb through -Lon- 
don's Heathrow airport to test security, was ques- 
tioned by police on Tuesday and warned to behave 
himself in the future. 

Jim Swire, whose 20-yea r-o Id daughter Flora was 

«»ll a A _ (IIaIiI l 07 war 


one of 270 people killed when Pan Am flight 103 was 
blown up over Lock 


K ckerbie, Scotland, was interviewed 

by police on Tuesday under the Aviation Securities 
Act, his lawyer said. ( Reuter) 


Dimitrios in US 


Patriarch Dimitrios n, the spiritual leader of 
orthodox Christians, praised Turkey as a 
bridge between East and West that can make 
a substantive contribution to the shaping of 
the changing world. 


sensitive because of the historic tensions bet- 
ween Greece and Turkey. Orthodoxy is the 
official religion in Greece and the patriarch, 
usually speaks in Greek. 


New kids Stay atop: The new kids on the 
block and their “step by step" stayed on for a third 
straight week on Tuesday at the number one spot 
among best selling single pop records in the United 
States. 

“It Musi Have Been Love" by Roxette made it 
week a umber two in second position on the Cash Box 
magazine chart, while “Do You Remember" by Phil 
Collins bopped up one notch to third. 

Last week’s number three hit, “Poison" by BBD, 
toppled to ninth. 

... .Soaring ontoJhe.Top 10-Pop list was "Cradle of. 
. Love". by Billy ldoL up from 16th to 7th. (APJ 

* • • 


He spoke at a lunch given in his honour by 
Ambassador Nuzhet Kandemlr of Turkey. 

The patriarch's visit to the United States, the 
first by any orthodox patriarch, is politically 


Dimitrios (right) is ecorted by Archbishop 
Lakovos, head of the Orthodox church in 
North and South America, following his arrival 
in Andrews Air Force base In America. (Reuter 
wi rephoto) 


_ "i 



Elton JoJuL&pIds top-spot: Eton jo 

who^nockefei fiuciaiio Pavarotti off the lop of .. ... 
British Pop singles chart last week, held flrm-in first 
place this week with his “Sacrifice-Healing Hands.” 
“Nessun Donna." Pavarotti’s hit from the opera 
“Turandot,” remained in second place. Pavarotti’s 
rousing rendition of the piece from Giacomo Puc- 
cini's last opera shot to fame when the British Broad- 
casting Corp. made it the theme music for its 
coverage of the World Cup soccer competition in 
Italy. <AP) 






Athenians hospitalised: a ydiowish-biack 
L r IpaU bong pver the capital Athens, aspoOutiocJcur; 1 *. 
. : ,-nit a record high 'yesterday, .sending humreds of 
i people lo hospitals wijh hea.rt and re$p^at6ry com-_ 
plaints! mX5ren£ : ■ ■ ” 1 (:■ v 7T v . 

TheTh l Tftt ta rtegr teadtfctWedbgrifcsC ( teSTthW 
windless day trapping tbe pollution over the city. 

Power outages, lack of public transportation and 
traffic jams in the city centre brought on by a general 
strike added to tbe pollution. 

More than 700 Athenians were hospitalised with 
smog- related problems by i I am (0800 GMT), said 
an official of the Pakoe, an independent environmen- 
tal watchdog agency. (AP) 


Queen Elizabeth’s horse dies: Queen 

Elizabeth’s horse Burmese, made famous on millions 


What a sunny day! 


Two polar-bears cuddle with each other on a sunny day in the Hamburg Hagenbeck zoo 
yesterday. (Reuter wirephoto) 


of postcards or royal ceremony, has died in the royal 
mews at Windsor Castle. 

Burmese was presented to the Queen by the Royal 
Canadian Mounted police in 1969, It was retired 
from major ceremonial duties in 1986. when it was 24 
years okLand died on Tuesday. 



15,000 Kashmiri Muslims stage protest on festival day 


SRINAGAR, July 4, (Reuter): Some 15,000 
Kashmiris demonstrated outside a United 
Nations office today, their Muslim Festival 
day of Eid, demanding that India hold a 
referendum on the future of their state. 

The crowd gathered outside the office of a 
UN military observer group in the state’s 
summer capital Srinagar. They handed in a 
memorandum urging a vote on whether 
Kashmir should be independent, join Pakis- 
tan or continue under Indian rule. 

Indian security forces made no evident 


attempt to stop the protest and the crowd 
dispersed peacefully, witnesses said. 

Kashmiris have frequently tried during a 
six-month-old revolt against In dian rule to 
march to the office of the UN group, which 
monitors a ceasefire line dividing Kashmir 
between Indian and Pakistani control. 

But such demonstrations have often ended 
in violent clashes with security forces. 

Heavy rain washed out an Eid gathering 
called by separatist militants on a large open 
space in Srinagar, averting another potential 


confrontation. 

India's governor in Kashmir, Girish Sax- 
ena, had withdrawn security forces from most 
of the Idgah ground for the festival but had 
-kept some deployed around a “marty's 
graveyard” in one comer of the area, where 
militants bury their dead. 


Saxena was appointed in May after 
protests by some Indian government suppor- 
ters over the hard line taken by his predeces- 
sor, Jagmohan. 


9 killed in Pak 
tribal gunbattle 


» 


KARACHI, July 4, (Reuter): 
Rival Pakistani tribesmen 


fought a gunbattle over a piece of 
land, killing at leas 


— least nine people 
and wounding 15, police said 
today. 


They said the feuding tribes- 
men shot at each other for three 


hours yesterday in Khairpur 
town. Sind province. 
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Our Farwaniya & Fahaheel Branches 


will be closed on 7th July from 7 pm 
for inventory 

The Stores will re-open on 8th July at 4 pm. 
However, our Salmiya Store will operate as usual. 


Sorry for any inconvenience caused to our customers. 


One extra day 
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Solar-powered automobile race takes off on July 9 

VISTA, Florida, July 4, Melbourne has scent $230.000 desieninc and in lllA atiArnnnn uihan •< if in llu nwi Cn,L . i_ -m r ,i__ wr ,L_ ■> .. . 


LAKE BUENA VISTA, Florida, July 4 
(UPI): It will be an automobile race like no’ 
other in American history: 32 cars powered 
solely, by the sun in a gruelling 1,600-mile 
(2,600-km) road rally. 

Thirty-two universities from the United 
States, Canada and Puerto Rico have buQt 
ultra-high-tech solar cars for Sunraycc USA, 
an. 11-day endurance run from Florida to 
MJ&fgan that begins July 9. 


Melbourne has spent $230,000 designing and 
building its entry. 

“It'd make a nice Ferrari, wouldn't itT' said 
FIT team leader Doug Hahn 

“If you tookan airplane wing off a 747 then 
rounded the tip of itand put four wheels on it, 
that's what it looks like,” said Hahn. 

The cars vary widely in design, but most a re 
sleek, low and needle-like. Western Washing- 


in the afternoon, when it is in the west. Each 
entry is covered with solar cells, the only 
power source allowed on board. 

“We have 14,057 solar cells on the car, and 
at peak power, we hope to produce 1 about 
1 .400 watts ... about enough to power a hair 
drier,” said Michael Blackman, a member of 
the University of Michigan team wich has 
spent about $800,000 on its car. the Sunrun- 


maierials. The frame of the FIT car, the 
Sunshine Special, is made oat of metal 
chromofy tubing that is 0.028 inch (0.07 1 cm) 
thick, Hahn said. 

“The cover of a matchbook is 0.032 inches 
(0 .081 c m) thick,” he said. 

FIT* car weighs 500 pounds (230 kg) with 
the driver on board, the Michigan car about 
700 Dounds /320 ka). 


Race director George Ettenheim said 
Michigan is one of the. favourites to win 
because its cars is covered with 130 square 
metres of solar cells — 63 per cent more than 
most of its competitors. 

That translates into more power and more 
speed. 

“We expect a final top speed to be in the 

mid-60 /mnb — 95 knM ranrn* " cairi Rt.irlr. 


average about 30 mph (50 kph). primarily 
because of the race course, a patchwork of 
back highways that snake through small 
towns from central Florida to Warren, 
Michigan. The route takes the cars from 
Florida through Georgia. Alabama. Tennes- 
see. Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana to 
Michigan. 

Haleyville. Alabama, with a population of 



Soviet helicopter pilot Anatoly Grishchenko lies in hospital before he died of 
leukaemia and heart failure on Tuesday. Grishchenko flew over the Chernobyl 




nuclear plant when it exploded, to try to cap the fire. He was decorated by the 
Soviet government for his bravery. (Reuter wirephoto) 

pilot honoured 


Flags flown at half mast 


SEATTLE,- July 4. (UPI): A heroic Soviet 
helicopter pilot who contracted leukemia 
from repeated exposure to radiation while 
making flights to rap the radiation spewing 
from uje Cbemo 6y r ri tlclea^ rractqr d/eif or ' 1 
puImotmfyT^utfe' jjqrtorasa^ ; . . .. 

Flags wer.e flown at half staff acro&s.Srattle- n • . 
to mart-riie J ' T 

53, who was awarded the Hero of the Soviet 
Union Medal — equivalent to the US Medal 
of Honour. He died late Monday night after 
being on a respirator for more than two 
weeks. 

Grishchenko had been placed on the 
life-extending respirator June 15 following 
surgery to remove fungal lesions on his lungs. 
Thelungproblero was contracted because of a 
lowered immune system that resulted Grom his 
exposure to massive amounts of radiation, 
doctors said. 

Grishchenko travelled to Seattle last April 
to receive a bone marrow transplant that 
doctors said would have saved him from 


leukemia were it not for the secondary illness 
in his lungs. 

“We regret very much that we could not do 
more for Mr Grishchenko," said Dr John 
Hansen,' k&otiate ‘director bf tlH^Fred Hijtf-' 
diioson Cancer Research Centre.' ^ 

Vi Grishchenko's Soviet ' pfcysiciarf; Dr . 
Eugenia Marga^ wfeo.-helpq(kaaiaL the 
veteran pilot during his stay in Seattle, said 
the US doctors and nurses did everything 
possible to save the Soviet pilot. 

“Mr Grishchenko had the best treatment 
hecould have had at this centre, not only from 
the doctors and nurses on this staff but from 
the joeopJe of Seattle,” Dr Margulis said, 
adding that Grishchenko received up to a 
hundred letters a day from well-wishers. 

Seattle Mayor Norm Rice ordered flags on 
all city buildings be flown at half staff to 
honour Grischenko, “a true hero, whose 
courage transcends national or political 
boundaries.” 

Hansen said talks were under way between 


centre doctors, Soviet doctors and govern- 
ment personnel from both nations to help 
train Soviet physicians and equip a new Soviet 
centre for treatment of patients exposed io 
■radiation arChernobyl, . j 

Hansen also said officials from the two 
nations were discussihg when Grischenko 
■ -would be returne^to^he -Soviet Union, 'but! 
indicated his body would most likely leave 
Seattle on Friday. 

Hansen said Grishchenko, who had suf- 
fered acute radiation sickness soon after his 
exploits at Chernobyl, had gone for months 
with a diminished white blood cell count — 
much lower than the normal bone marrow 
transplant patient. 

“For this transplant to have been under the 
optimal conditions, it should have been done 
last fall,” Hansen said. 

Grischenko had surprised doctors for more 
than two weeks with his struggle to five on a 
respirator, said Susan Edmonds. 


WEST PALM BEACH, Florida; 
No one knows exactly what is 
attacking bathers along a 60-mile 
(1 00- kilometre) stretch of Florida's 
Atlantic Coast, but the so-called 
Sea Lice has left beacbgoers with 
nasty red welts on their bodies. 

Despite (hename, health officials 
are not certain that insects are to 
Name. 

Jack Nolan, of Paha Beach 
Comity public health unit's 
epidemiology group, said all 
officials know is the rash occurs 
most often between April aad Jtriy. 

Each spring and summer for the 
past decade, unsuspecting 
swimmers from Deerfield beach to 
Jensen beach have returned home 
to have their bodies erupt in welts 
that look like insect bites and itch 1 
like poison ivy. 

“It's itchy. It's uncomfortable, 
and my daughter ran a 
temperature with it,” said Mary 
Morgan of Boca Raton. “We do 
like the beach, and we'd like to go 
back. Bat we’re a little leery until 
we know what this is.” ( AP) 


Kassim, a seven-year-old yellow crested cuckootoo. uses a spoon to dnnk his cup of coflee as trainer Mesahah Atimen 
looks on (yestBrdayj dunng a bird show at Malaysia's National Zoo. Mesahah took three months to train Kassim to use 
the spoon, who will only now perform Ihe [nek if given a cup of cottee. (Reuter wirephoto) 


DAYTONA BEACH, Florida: 
Cleveland Cavaliers Centre, Brad 
Daugherty proclaimed his love 
■from the skies when he wed his 1 9- 
y ear-old bride. 

The couple rode to the reception 
Sunday in a while, horse-drawn 
carnage as a banner plane 
overhead announced, “I love you 
Heidi. Love Brad.” 

Daugherty met his future wife, 
Hekfi Rost, when she served him 
lunch at a local restaurant a year 
ago. He liked her so much be 
moved to her hometown. 

'*1 love the area, the beach,” said 
the beaming groom, 24, after the 
wedding at the first Presbyterian 


Church. “It's so warm and pretty 
here." (AP) 

* * * 

ARLINGTON, Texas: Herb 
Viegas is a cycling ham — a ham 
(amateur) radio operator, that is. 

The 60-year-old Viegas cycles 
long distances and talks to people 
even farther away at the same time 
with the ham radio he installed on 
his bicycle. 

He said he surprises and 
confuses some of those he reaches 
as he rides along and sends out his 
greeting: “Hello, this is WJS, 
bicycle mobile.” 

With his bicycle radio, he has 
talked to people as far SSNMnWHH 


and Minnesota. 

“1 pul out a pretlry good signal, 
and the guys hear me, and 1 get a 
pile of them wanting to talk to 
me,” Viegas said. 

Shortly after retiring from LTV 
Corp. about 10 years ago, Viegas 
took up cycling. He also began 
tinkering in his workshop at borne. 

“1 decided that I didn't want to 
spend all of my time in there.” he 
said. “So I thought that 1 would try 
to rig a ham radio for my bike.” 

Viegas had to figure out what 
kind of regulator to use Tor the 
‘ voltage provided by a generator on 
s fthe back tyre of bis 12-speed. 

J 7 -— :i— m. 
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Woman slays addicted son 

Neighbours demand her freedom 


MARSEILLE, France. July 4, (AP): About 2JOOO 
residents of a town near Marseille have signed petitions 
demanding the release of a woman jailed for kufing her 
son, who reportedly had forced her to finance his drug 
addiction. 

AnncsM arie Siano, 49, has been jailed since June 22, five 
days after she allegedly shot dead her 25-year-old son, 
Dominique, in rhe town of Allaueh. 

Among those signing the petition in the past few days 
were Mayor Roland PovineDy. members of the town 
council, and co-workers of Mrs Siano, who worked in the 
mayor's office. 


Neighbours said Mrs Siano and her crippled husband 
had been harassed and threatened by their son, who for 
three years repeatedly demanded money to buy more 
drugs. Mrs Siano reportedly began to suffer from depres- 
sion and her weight dropped to 35 kilogrammes (77 
pounds). 

Judge Patrick Ardid, in ordering Mrs Siano’s detention, 
said she should remain in custody pending the completion 
of investigations into the circumstances of the killing. 

Organisers of the petition campaign said Mrs Siano had 
been a loyal mother and wife, and should be released as a 
humanitarian gesture. 




Calvin breaks rib 
from horse fall 

NEW YORK, July 4, (Reuter): 
Fashion designer Calvin Klein 
was thrown from a horse yester- 
day while riding on Long Island 
and was being treated in hospital 
for cuts to the head and broken 
ribs, a hospital spokeswoman 
said. 

Klein. 47, was thrown from his 
horse while riding yesterday 
afternoon- in Bridgehampton, 
New York, not far from his sum- 
mer home in East Hampton. He 
was initially treated at South- 
hampton Hospital and then 
transferred by the helicopter to 
New- York Hospital in Manhat- 
tan. 
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New survey of cars 

Cressida best 

WASHINGTON, July 4. (Kuna): The highesi-quality American-built car. to 
the possible surprise of many Americans, is a Toyota Cressida. 

According to a new survey of the most trouble- free automobiles created by 
J.D. Power Associates, an American public relations firm, owners of the 1990 
Cressida had fewer troubles in their first 90 days of ownership than those driving 

any other make. ' 

Among other findings — sure, like this one, to be quoted heavily by Toyota 
dealers — are: 

• The most trouble free car overall made in the US is Toyota s Compact 

Camry. It placed third overall, behind the firm's Cressida and Germany's 
Mercedes-Benz “E” series autos. ...... . 

• The Toyota brand itself ranked number three, behind only Lexus and 

Mercedes-Benz. , „ . _ ... 

(Cressidas are built in Japan and Mercedes Benzes in Germany, but 85 per 
cent of Camiys sold in the US are built at the Toyota plant in the US State of 

America’s Buick con tin ues its status as the only one of America 's 
“big three" automakers to make it into power's influential car survey. 

The Buick Le Sabre, for example, surprised many analysts by selling very 
strongly against Japanese models, considering that in recent years the Japanese 
have to win the quality wars, while American carmakers suffered for 
their reputation for sloppy work and poor repair reccnls. 

The power Survey, which has been done for some 20 years, includes detailed 
questions to car owners on things like engine performance, rattles, leaks, finish, 
handling and electrical systems reliability. 


Smoking: 

quit on 
your own 

WASHINGTON, July 4, 
(Kuna): A new study published 
here yesterday suggested that 
people who want to quit smoking' 
may have better lock by toogUng 
it out oa their own than joining a 
stop-smoking programme. 

The study which analysed data 
from a 1986 survey of 13,000 
smokers by the US- Department 
of Health and Human Services 
found that those who qmt oo their 
own were nearly twice m success- 
ful as who used organised 
programmes. 

But the study which was publi- 
shed In the journal of the 
American Medical Association 
said that cessation programmes, 
which attract about 10 per cent of 
those who try to quit, play a 
“critical role” in treating heavier 
smokers who have tried to quit and 
failed. 

“The average cigarette smoker 
takes about two or three attempts* 
to quit smoking. Even if they fail 
the first time, they need to be 
encouraged because ultimately 
they can succeed” the study said. 

According to the data, nearly 

47.5 of those who managed to spst 
did so on their own, compared to 

23.6 per cent who enrolled in stop- 
smoking programmes. 

The study also found that suc- 
cessful quitters tended to be better 
educated, while those who relapse 
tended to be younger. 


Princeton clubs must admit women: court 


TRENTON, New Jersey, July 4, (AP): Two male- 
onfyeatingdubsat Princeton University must end a 
century-old tradition of excluding women and open 
their doors to the opposite sex, the state’s highest 
court ruled. 

The state Supreme Court rejected arguments by 
thelvy Cluband theTiger Inn that they were private 
en mites separate from the Ivy league University 
and not subject to the state's anti-discrimination 
laws. 

“It would be disingenuous for the clubs to assert 
that they could ever exist apart from Princeton 
University,” the seven-member court said in a unan- 


imous opinion. “The clubs gather their membership 
from Princeton and, in turn, provide the service of 
feeding Princeton students. 

Because of this, the clubs lacks the distinctive 
private nature that would exempt them” from dis- 
. crimination laws, the court said yesterday. 

The ruling stems from an 11 -year-old sex dis- 
crimination case brough t by Sally Frank, a former 
Princeton student who is now a professor at New 
York Law School in New York City. 

“I’m really thrilled,” Ms Frank said from 
Washington, DC “I’m glad that thecourt decided to 
stop discrimination at Princeton.” 
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Environ 
bid for 
Third 
World 


WASHINGTON. July 4. 
(Opecna): The newly-appointed 
head of the United States Agency 
for International Development 
( AID) has announced a sweeping 
environmental effort aimed at 
helping developing countries 
understand and formulate 
policies that will promote the 
rational use of their resources. 

“We do not regard this new 
environmental initiative to be a 
panacea." agency administrator 
Ronald Roskens said in a lun- 
cheon address to the World 
Resources Institute. “Rather, it 
is a thoughtful, focused, pro- 
active approach towards ensur- 
ing that AJD's limited resources 
are expended as effectively as 
possible." 

He said that in the fiscal year 
ending Sept 30 1991, the agency 
would concentrate 75 per cent of 
its environmental funds in three 
main areas: 

— Helping developing coun- 
tries formulate economic policies 
that encourage conservation and 
the sustainable use of natural 
resources. 

— Improving environmental 
education and training services 
for both AID and host-govern- 
ment personnel. 

— Addressing the most press- 
ing environmental concerns in 
each of the regional areas in 
which AID operates. 


New 


To fund this new initiative, the 
agency is seeking a 30 per cent 
increase in its environmental 
budget — from S286 million in 
the current fiscal year to S370 
million in fiscal 1 991. The agency 
spent 268 million on environ- 
mental programmes in fiscal 
1989. 

The move necessitates hiring 
an additional 60 environmental- 
ists over the next three years and 
training a minimum of 100 
current staff membeis in 
envoronmental matters. 

It also seeks to establish two 
“centres of excellence,” one in 
the US and one overseas, to 
provide training and research 
opportunities for environmental 
professionals from developing 
nations. 

“Our efforts will direct - AID’s 
resources towards projects and 
programmes in key developing 
countries (such as Brazil) that are 
currently — or projected to be — 
major contributors to global 
climate change," Roskens 
emphasised. 


He noted that about 60 per 
cent of the agency’s current 
environmental resources were 
directed towards nations that 
were not “key countries" under 
any definition. 


Targeted 


“Under our environmental 
initiative, we intend to turn that 
figure around, so that by 1 995, 60 
per cent of our resources will be 
targeted in key countries.” 

Roskens said that each of the 
agency's regional offices had 
identified three or four of the 
most critical environmental con- 
cerns affecting their operations. 

These varied from region to 
region, he added, but included 
tropical forestry and bio-diver- 
sity, energy production and use, 
urban and industrial pollution, 
pest and pesticide management, 
watershed and water man- 
agement and coastal zone man- 
agement. 

As part of its effort to protect 
tropical forests and endangered 
animals, Roskens said, the 
agency was increasingly 
encouraging developing coun- 
tries to lake part in debt-for- 
nature swaps. 


Discount 


He explained that such swaps, 
part of a developing country’s 
official or commercial debt bur- 
den was sold at a discount in 
secondary financial markets and 
then exchanged for local curren- 
cies which were then used by the 
buyer to finance forest conserva- 
tion. park construction or other 
domestic environmental 
programmes. 

The official pointed 
specifically Vo a dcbl-for-nature 
swap that the agency had helped 
promote in Madagascar, in 
collaboration with the World 
Wildlife Fund. Similar swaps 
were being planned in Ihe Philip- 
pines. Ecuador and Paraguay. 


4 arrested in Miami 


Gun smuggling 


MIAMI. July 4. (AP): US officials say two Israelis 
who claimed they trained Colombians to use 


firearms have been charged with attempting to 

tic pistols to 


smuggle 122 high-quality semi-automatic pistol 
South America. 

Brothers Geri and Shlomi Ben-Tov, both of 
Miami, had been secretly shipping weapons over- 
seas for some time, said Bureau of Alcohol, T bbacco 
and Firearms supervisor Ron Mitchell. 

Also arrested in the case were two Venezuelans, 
Rodrigo Fernandez and ilio Ulivi of Caracas, who 
allegedly received the pistols from the Israelis on 
Monday. All four face charges of violating gun and 
export control laws. 

“This was an ongoing enterprise. This was not the 
first shipment.” Mitchell said yesterday. "From the 
records I observed it was the whole gamut of rifles 
and handguns." 

Investigators said they were not sure bow many 
firearms were smuggled or how long the ring existed 
beca use many of the records are coded in computers 
at the Israelis' office. 

At one point, Mitchell said, the Israelis told 
undercover investigators they were training Colom- 


bians in firearms use, but the agent could not say if 
they was any connection- to the cocaine cartels. He 
said they did not appear to have any connection to 
another Israeli, Lt Col Yair KJein, who fled Colim- 
bia alter being videotaped training alleged Medellin 
cartel gunman. 

Meanwhile, an assault rifle seized in the arrest Last 
year of four suspected assassins of Colombian 
presidential candidate Luis Carlos Galan has been 
traced by US authorities to an official Israeli arms 
shipment, the New York Newsday newspaper 
reported. 

Although supposedly destined for the defence 

guns from the shipment was discovered earlier this 
year on a ranch owned by the Late Colombian drug 
boss Jose Rodriguez Gacha, Newsday said Wednes- 
day. 

The Israeli government has maintained that it 
JoUowed its normal procedure in the 5353,700- sale 
of 500 Galil rifles and Uzi machine pistols and 
200,000 rounds of ammunition to the 90-man 
Antigua Defence Force and that it does not know 
how the weapons were obtained by Gacha. 



Train crash; 6 dead 


Six people died and eight were injured late Tuesday in a collision ot a passenger 
train and a height tram. Spanish national radio reported. 

The crash took place shortly a her 1.1 .30 pm (2130 GMT) In Torrajon da Ardoz, 
about 16 kilometres (nine miles) east ot Madrid. The passenger train was 
‘ headedlrdm Madrid to tha northern city ot Zaragoza, and the freight train was 
on Its way into the capital, the radio said. 

A radio reporter on the scene said the six dead included an engineer, a 
stewardess and four Spaniards who were on the passenger train. 

The report added that most of the 50 passengers were unhurt The eight 
injured were taken to a local hospital. 

The cause of the accident was not immediately known, the radio said. Above: 
rescue workers lower a victim from a train in Alcala de Henares June 4. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


Jury divided over 
NY murder case 


Re-trial set for September 


NEW YORK, July 4, (.AP): A 
man charged in a racial slaying in 
the Bensonhurst section of the 
city was found innocent yester- 
day of one count of murder, but 
the sharply divided jury could 
not reach a verdict on a second 
murder charge. 

The jury, in its ninth day of 
deliberations, convicted John 
Vento of two counts of unlawful 
imprisonment and four counts of 
menacing for his role in the 
attack that left 16-year-old 
Yusuf Hawkins dead on a sid- 
ewalk in Brooklyn's Benson- 
hurst neighbourhood. 

Vento. who backed out of a 
deal to testify against his co- 
defendants in ihe case, faces I 1-3 
to 4 years on the unlawful impr- 
isonment counts and 90 days on 
each menacing count. Sentenc- 


ing was set 
The 21 -year-old sat silently as 
the verdicts were read. 

Vento was acquitted of the 
first murder count; a weapons 
possession charge; one count of 


unlawful imprisonment; and five 
counts of discrimination. The 


jury was also hung on a count of 
first-degree rioL 


Prosecutors said Vento would 
be retried in September on the 
charges for which there was a 
hungjury. 


The Vento case was the second 
trial stemming from the attack by 
a white gang on Hawkins, who 
was shot and killed in the 
predominantly white neighbour- 
hood last year. Hawkins, who is 
black, was in the area to look at a 
used car. 


Helping anti-drug efforts 


US Army role expanded 


LOS ANGELES. July 4. ( Reuter): Small groups - of US soldiers 
are leading anti-drug training patrols in the jungles of Peru. 
Colombia und Bolivia, ihe Los Angeles Times has reported. 

Quoting unnamed US officials, the newspaper said the latesL 
anti-drug effort was a quite escalation of US military operations 
in South America but it did not appear to violate a US ban on 
direct military involvement in anti-narcotics operations. 

In addition to the training patrols, the paper said, overflights 
by US intelligence planes have been increased in an effort to 
search out drug laboratories and monitor traffickers’ commun- 
ications. 

The expanded intelligence-gathering was part of a separate 
effort todirect assaults by local forces against cocaine traffickers 
and the rebels who support them. 


Muslim 
leader 
barred 
by judge 


WASHINGTON, J rty 4, (AP): 
The judge in Mayor Marion 
Barry’s ding trial said he h enti- 
tled to bar Mndire l e a der Louis 
Fairakhaa and an exconnm- 
fcated Roman CatboBe priest 
from the covtroom. 

“Districts coarts possess con- 
siderable discretion to exclude 
specific spect a tor s in order to 
canoe that Jnon 
aief 

aad intinridatloa, H US 
judge Thomas Penfield Jackson 
^.h^^psfMns^pordng 

The Justice Department, in a 
separate filing yesterday sappor- 
ted Jackson’s cunitut that tithe r 
Barry, Farrakhan nor George 
Angnstm Staffing? eodi legsdty 
seek refief from the US ^strict 
coart of appeals. 

The bar against Farrakhan aad 
Stuffings, wt iie breok wtth the 
Roman Catholic church has 


tofj 


■has become a s&feigl 
three-week-old triaL 
Barry supporters have cafied it 
evidence that the mayor is bring 
persecuted by the 
because be is Mack. 


Farrakhan was barred from 
enteri n g tbs court r o o m ss I 
guest last Wetaesdny. The 
said the Mesfim leader’s presence 
“would be potentially disruptive 
and very tikriy intimidating. R He 
cited the same reasoring in deny- 
ing Stallhigs entry on Thursday. 

Ia Ms const papers, Jackson 
wrote that Barry canid take op the 
matter wi th the appeals co m t if be 
fe convicted tehb drag sad perjury 
trial and then appeals the convic- 
tion. 

Jackson aanoMced Ms dedrion 
to exclude Farrakhan and StaB- 
ings while the jory was ontsMe the 
c our tro om . 


Barry has appeared to prolon- 
ged applause at public events 
recently with both Farrakhan aad 
Stuffings, who contend they have 
been excluded from the coartroom 
because they are Mack. 

la Ms Initial fifing, Spoitzer 
argued that Jackson mat show 
proof that the men worid disrupt 
the triad. He also dahned that 
Jackson’s order violated the 
mayor’s cons tit utional right to a 
pobfictriaL 

MeanwbBe, the star witness in 
Barry’s cocaine and peijmry trial 
testified yesterday that the US 
government is paying and protect- 
ing her became of a $1904100 
bounty on her Me. 


American confidence 

waning in drug war 


NEW YORK. July 4. (AP y. Nearly 
half of all Americans say drug abuse 
is plaguing ibdr neighbourhoods, 
and increasing numbers are sceptical 
about President George Bush’s 
mulii-biHion-daUar war on cocaine, 
a poll has found. 

In September, just after Bush 
declared war on drugs, 74 per cent of 
Americans believed the administra- 
tion was making a serious effort to 
combat illegal drag use. But that con- 
fidence has fallen to 59 per cenL 

At the same time, nearly half the 
respondents to the media general* 
Associated Press poll said drugs are a 
serious problem where they live. 
That was up from 40 per cent when 
Bush announced the campaign. 


Monrovia under siege 


Fate of Doe unclear; situation confused 


ABIDJAN, July 4. (Agencies): The fate of Liberian President Samuel 
Doe was unclear today, a day after he was reported ready to quit as the 
capita] Monrovia came under rebel siege. 

Monrovia is cut off from the world, with telephone and telex links 
down and no flights, scheduled or charter, to the city. 

Rebels led by former Doe associate Charles T ay lor have surrounded 
the capital, Mocking all land routes iu and oul 
Diplomats contacted in neighbouring Ivory Coast were either in the 
dark about latest events or remained tight-lipped. 


“The situation in Monrovia is very confused. We can't say anything 
more." one diplomat said. 

The Iasi on-the-spot news report, sent jointly by forintm journalists 
via radio telex yesterday, quoted political sources as saying Doe had 
agreed to resign on condition his safely and that of his minority Kruhn 
tribe were assured. 

The journalists, including Reuter correspondent Robert Mahoney, 
said a delegation of dose aides and politicians beaded by Yice- President 
Harry Moniba had told Doe to step down. 


Heavy fighting continued 
some three km (two miles) north 
of Monrovia port yesterday, they 
added. 

Rebel sources in Ivory Coast 
said today they had received no 
fresh news from Liberia. 

The sources, in radio contact 
with the rebels, said yesterday the 
guerrillas were only 200 metres 
(yards) from Doe's fortress-like 
mansion where he is believed to 
be barricaded with a crack bat- 
talion and Israeli-trained 
bodyguards. 

But a US official in Washing- 
ton said the American embassy 
in Monrovia reported no fight- 
ing in the city centre. 

The six-month-old civil war 
has turned into a vicious tribal 
feud which has killed thousands 
of civilians on both sides. 

Government troops have' tur- 
ned on members of the Gio and 
Mano tribes backing Taylor, 
killing, raping and pillaging their 
homes. Rebels have retaliated by 
killing Krahns and Mandingos,a 
trading group the rebels accuse 
of skiing with Doe. 

Soldiers, many of them drank 
or drugged, have terrorised the 
capital, shooting from comman- 
deered cars and extorting cash 
from passers-by. 

Monrovia has been without 
water and electricity since last 
week. Markets and shops are 
shuttered and barred and 
residents make brief forays to 
search for food and water before 
retreating to the safety of their 
homes. 

The United States, Liberia's 
main ally, has offered to help 
Doe leave the West African 
country, founded by freed 
American slaves in 1 847. 

Taylor has vowed to capture 
and prosecute Doe, who seized 
power 10 years ago in a bloody 
coup. But many of the rebels, a 
rag-tag, ill-disciplined army, say 
titeytmkiHhim. 

Most ofDoe’s cabinet and sen- 


ior officials including the defence 
fled the 


minister, have fled the country. 

Washington has pot a' special 
task force on 24-hour alert to 
monitor the situation and four 
US navy ships are standing off 
the coast to evacuate foreigners if 
necessary. 

Sporadic firing was heard this 
morning in several areas on the 
city's edge, said the Christian 
missionary radio station Elwa, 
monitored in neighbouring 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast 


The radio said some gunfire 
was heard near its facilities 
several kilometres (miles) out- 
side the city, but no information 
was available from government 
officials. 

A rebel source in Ivory Coast 
said 800 insurgents were 
involved in attacks on Monrovia 
and several thousand more were 
advancing, bringing heavy 
artillery with them. 

Doe’s administration has 
asked the United States to 
intervene against the rebels on 1 
several occasions, but Washing- 
ton has declined. 

US officials in Washington 
said yesterday they believe Doe’s 
government could collapse 
within days. The officials, who 
asked not to be identified, said 
there had been a number of 
desertions from the elite unit of 
about 500 fighters that protects 
Doe. 


A rebel leader, Tom Woewiya, 
said the insurgents would not 
oppose a US evacuation of Doe. 

“If they can help him, God 
bless him. If they can't, we'll get 
him," Woewiyu said. “If they 
can sent a hook from the heavens 
to pull him up and take him out, 
fine, we wouldn't mind that- We 
can try him later.” 

US State Department spokes- 
man Richard Boucher repeated 
an offer to help Doe leave the 
country if be asked, but said he 
had not yet requested such help. 
Boucher also declined to say 
whether Doe could come to the 
United States. 

In Kennebunkpori, Maine, 
where President Bush is spending 
the holiday. National Security 
Adviser Brent Scowcroft said the 
United States had received no 
request for help from Doe. 


Nicaragua hikes gas price, devalues currency as workers strike 


MANAGUA. July 4. (AP): The govern- 
ment has raised gasoline prices and 
devalued currency in the midst of a public 
employees' strike for a voice in economic 
policies. 

Gas prices wem up from SI .59 a gallon 
to $1.80 yesterday, a government news 
release broadcast on official Radio 
Nicaragua said. 

The price was adjusted automatically as 
the national currency, the cordoba, slip- 
ped 7.35 per cent against the dollar in the 


oppe 

offio 


20ih devaluation since President Violeta 
Barrios Chamorro's United National 
msition coalition administration took 
ficer on April 25. 

Chamorro’s predecessor, Daniel 
Ortega, yesterday read a prepared Sandin- 
ista Party statement supporting a govern* 
ment workers strike that began Monday 
with calls for more participation in econ- 
omic policy-making and protests against 
recent firings. 

Chamorro blamed the country's finan- 


cial straits and the strike on Sandinistas. 
who she said left the country “in bankrup- 
tcy." 

The government called on workers to 
end the strike yesterday and said it plans to 
begin paying iis workers in a new form of 
currency, ihecordoba oro, at the end of the 
month. 

Central Bank President Francisco 
Mayorga said government workers will 
receive 40 per cent of their pay in the new 
money and 60 per cent in the old. 


The new cordoba will be worth $1. 
Currently 165,000 cordobas artf&eeded to 
buyjl. 

The administration will back the new 
mo ney with S320million, Mayorga said on 
the government radio station. 

Lucto Jimenez, leader of tins Sandinista J. 
Workers’ Centre, another union federa- 
tion, called the strike “a full success" and 
said a total of 42,000 employees had stayed 
away from their jobs in government minis- 
tries. 





Children in the Liberian capital cany water containers on their heads on Sunday. The capital has been without water 
since the rebel attack last week. The attack occur red near the city's only reservoir . (Reuter wirephoto) 


Refugees swamp churches 


Rebel tribes 




MONROVIA, July 4, (Reuter): As nightfalls in Monrovia 
random shots ring out and 5,000 refugees huddle together 
in churches hoping to be alive in the morning. 

A two-metre (six foot) high compound wall and a Red 



iu tiny misfiion school and cbun$j^|as 


Cross flag are the only protection many have should 
: Samoa Doe's increasingly embattled 


soon swg 

The Red 'Cross converted a nearby school into a shelter 
to relieve some of the pressure on the church but Gios and 
Manos continue to arrive. 


Liberian President ! 
soldiers come seeking revenge. 

The civilians are from the Gio and Mano tribes whose 
m e mb ers make up the bulk of rebd forces slowly encircling 
the capital to force Doe oqL 
The army, dominated by Doe’s minority Krahn tribe, 
grows more jittery and indnciplined by the day. 

Foreign ambassadors and Internationa] relief agencies 
are worried that the sdUiemeehig tfcrrefttgees as poten- 
tial rebel recruits could storm the undefended churches 
. and kill them. Troopp didjustlhm in May»breakmg intoi 
United N atiora compound and takingawayabom 30 Gios 
"from the hundreds who 


Roman Catholic and Protestant churches with walled or 
fenced compounds opened their doors to the Gios but 
most are now full. Red Cross workers estimate more than 
5.000 are now crammed into five churches and other sites. 


Mary Gontee’a husband was one of them. His body was 
dumped on a beach a few days later and she fled with her 
three children to St Peter’s Lutheran Church along with 


More than 500 Gios have taken over the empty 
residence of the Japanese ambassador and many foreig- 
ners have taken in displaced people. 

• ^tn^flftbechuitheifhawa radio link withxJieTJniied 
States e mb assy. US Marine Guards patrol majeep, going 
— ■* “ - -■* Tiesrs tov,up^the 

ireffigees. 

i ouraideTSome cdmpouSds at 




night and no soldiers have yet tried to enter. But both the 
’crug 


more than 2,000 other Gios. 

“We been here since then and I am afraid to go outade," 
she said. 


refugees and those who look after them feel vulnerable. 

“We have no protection other than the fence,” said 
father Brian Justice at Dom Bosco College. 

“But people keep coming. We are full now and cannot 
take them. 


Profitable targets 


Policemen live in fear 


MEDELLIN, Colombia, July 4, (AP): A policeman 
in Medellin goes to work each day with an assault 
rifle, a bulletproof vest and a prayer. The drug lords 
will pay 54,300 to anyone who kills him. 

In the first half of 1990, 154 police have been slain 
in the city that is the base of the Medellin drug cartel. 

Police said they live on nerve and in fear of being 
the next victim. 

Some routinely arrive home with pistol drawn in 


case an assassin lurks in the shadows. Dozens of the 
victims were murdered while off duty. 


Police in Medellin are part of an national force of 
80,000 men, which is part of the military and under 
Defence Ministry jurisdiction. 


The kiffings continue at an average of 
one a day in this city of 3 million, 
Colombia's second-largest. 

If the same percentage of police 
officers was killed in New York City, 
which has a force of 26,000, the total 
would surpass 1,000. 

An Associated Press reporter 
talked with 30 MedeQm poheemen 
and accompanied seven on a patrol 
of a dangerous pan of Medellin. An 
officer pointed out the spots where 
six comrades had been killed in the 
past two months. 

“I get sacred out here," one sakL “I 
see a movement in the shadows or 
hear a motorcycle moving toward me 
and the hair stands up on the back of 
my neck. I wonder if this is it. I 
wonder if I'm the next victim." 

None of the police wanted their 
names used, figuring it would be a 
death warrant. 

High-ranking Medellin police 
officials refused to be interviewed 
about the dangers theirmen face. The 
patrolmen said the drug cartel’s tac- 
tics bad caused 300 police resigna- 
tions in three months and recruiting 
was difficult. 

'Tin ready to quit if I don't get a 
transfer out of here soon," a 20-year- 
old policeman said. “We're just stat- 
istics." 

He aad the others said they were 
frightened, and exhausted by work- 
ing up to 18 hours a day six days a 
week, but most said they would not 
quit. 


The government, which declared war on drug 
traffickers last year, has sent 1 .800 reinforcements in 
recent weeks to augment the normal force of 2,600. 


“You can die of hunger, too." a 1 2r 
year veteran commented. 

Their families are destroyed along 
with the policemen. An officer’s 
widow gets only half his monthly 
salary as a pension, said a spokesman 
for the National Police in Bogota. 

A policeman’s starting salary is the 
equivalent of 5122 a month — well 
above Colombia's minim um wage of 
$84 a month, but still low by the 
standards of a country where milk 
costs 75 cents a litre (quart) and a 
half-kilogramme (one-pound) loaf 
of bread costs $1. 

“My children don't get milk, they 
don’t get meat, they don't know what 
eggs taste like." Ruth Duque said. 
“When they gel sick, we just pray. 
There isn’t any money for medicine.'* 
Duq ue’s situation is even worse 


Violence amid beauty 


Medellin cries 


MEDELLIN, Colombia, July 4, (AP): This is a city where 
assassins stalk policemen to earn a bounty and car bombs. shatter 
theuvesofpassers-by-It is also a notably clean city, where men in 
heated traffic disputes address each other as “Sir." 

Violence by a small but powerful group of criminals b.«is 
overshadowed the beauty of Medellin and its 3 million residents. 
Visitors who expect the city to be a drug-crazed slaughterhouse 
are suiprised by the neat appearance and polite behaviour or 
Colombia’s second-largest city. 

Although the city is home to the world's most powerful cocaine 
cartel, drugs are scarcely used. 

As in any other Colombian city, children generally are respecl- 
nil of their parents and show reverences io the elderly- Both 
public and private schools require students to wear uniforms, 
clean and neatly pressed. Teachers are shown great respect. 

Medellin embraces traditions and mores that might seem 
archaic elsewhere. 

Medellin girls under the age of 15 are chaperoned when they 
are out until boys. Speech is formal and respect is the rule in most 
personal relationships. 

Graffiti is seldom obscene. Writing on walls is more likely to 
address labour disputes, guerrillas or the war on drugs. 

People dress neatly in Medellin. ^ 

. Gardeners, earning less than S50 a month, often arrive at their 
so “ eare frayed. Then they change 
c ? lomb, " ls smile knowingly buurenot rude 

*5 £**15 a °! i Euf opeaa tourists Pressed shabbily. 

mSI a vaJley T *5? A «?dwmouiitains and rolling green hills, 
an eclectlc mu - ^ ci *y refreshingly dean com- 
pared with major metropolises of the West. Men with push- 
brooms sweep the streets day and night V 

the S ™i?ey b "*° bUL hoUscs whh roofs dot 


io pension at all. 
killed Mar 


because she gets no 
Her husband was killed March 23, 
j988, before the pension law was pas- 

She said she makes the equivalent 
of about SI02 a month working in a 
drugstore. She feeds her son and 
daughter, aged 4 and 3, one meal a 
day of rice and beans. 

And she's fortunate to have even 
that job. 

Unemployment is over 30 per cent 
in Mcdeilin, according to sociolog- 
ists at the local university. The gover- 


nment says the rate is lOpercenubui 
doesn't count thousands of people 
who mow lawns, work as sidewalk 
peddlers or have other 'part-time 
jobs. 

“I’ve been looking for-a job ever 
since my husband was killed.’' said 
Socorro Rua, Her husband was 
killed May 1 9 by a man who stuck a 
gun in his ribs on a crowded bus. 

Her 1 5-year-old daughter. Liliana, 
turned her head away and tears cour- 
s™ down her cheeks. Rua. also has a 
b-year-okl son, Carlos. 
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1,300 



NAIROBI, July 4. (Reuter* Rebels 
fighting for an independent Eritrea 
said , they killed 1,300 Ethiopian 
government troops last Saturday 
when they repulsed an army attack 
on the frontline east of the Eritrean 
[Asmara. 


4 


: Tbe clandestine radio of the 
Eritrean People's liberation Front 
(EPLF), saia last night the 
ocemred. when Ethiopian troops 
attacked rebel postions on the Adi 
.Rosso Front, about 30 bn (20 miles) 

eastof Asmara. 

The ^broadcast, monitored in 
tfmobS, said in addition to those 
killed; they army suffered 2,000 
wounded in the engagement 

■ ' “Theenlemy is in a very desperate 
simaton,” it said. 

. Adi .Rosso lies in barren moun- 
tains on the fronttine ihat isolates 
more than 100,000 government 
troops in Asmara from the Red Sea 
port. of Masawa. which fell to the 
EPLF in February. 

The loss of this crucial outlet to the 
sea kft Asmara completely surroun- 
ded by the EPLF and dependent on 
aircraft for li nks with the outside 
world. 

On Monday, the EPLF repeated a 
warning to international aid groups 
not to participate in an airlift of sup- 
plies to Asmara, saying this would be 
viewed as a military operation. 

Another rebel movement in north- 
ern Ethiopia says h killed about 
22,000 government troops last 
month in heavy fighting just north of 
the capital Addis Ababa. 

This second rebel movement, 
which is led -by the'Tigray People's 
Liberation Front (TPLF), is fighting 1 
to overthrow President Mengistu 
Haile Mariam and set up a new 
government in Ethiopia as a whole. 

But it has rejected a government 
offer of peace talk* onoemdition that 
it publicly rejects JEPLF demands for 
an independent state in Eritrea. 

. Last week, tbe Ethiopian govern- 
ment a nnouned an all-out mobilisa- 
tion to meet a growing threat from 
rebel-Torcw^induding the return in- 
active service of aJLrettred military 
ahdpolice personnel. ’ •’ 1 " 

■ G ab on-' Opposition Gabonese 
Progress Party trader Joseph Rra- 
d jam be, whose death in still mys- 
terious circumstances in May 
provoked widespread rioting, is 
expected to be buried at last in his 
home village on Saturday, political 
sources said yesterday. 

Party leaders and relatives plan to 
display his body at bis party 
headquarters in the Likouala district 
of Libreville, the Gabonese capita* 
oh Thursday so that followers of 
Rendjambc mayjjay him their last 
L 1 respects, J safeiAe fonrixs: ' '~ r 

On Friday morning" his' coffin is 
expected to be taken to the village in 
the province of L’Ogooue Maritime 
where he was born. The burial 
ceremony is expected to take place 
Saturday. 

The results of toxo logical testa 
undertaken to determine the cause of 
Rendjambe's death in a Libreville 
hotd never have been made public. 

Gabonese President Omar Bongo 
in June released only partial resultsof 
an autopsy carried out on Rear 
djambe in the presence of French 
doctors, saying that the only sign of 
violence on ms body was injection 
marks m tbe abdomen. 

Opposition militants charged he 
had been poisoned. Ren djambe had 
wide business interests as well as 
being a leading political figure. 

Authorities evidently approved 
the funeral plans because of a return 
to total cairn in the West African 
nation following the imposition of a 
state of siege in L'Ogoouc Maritime, 
the capital Libreville and the oil city 
of Port Gentil to quell violent 
demonstrations that erupted in those 
cities following tbe death of Ren- 
djambe. (UP!) 

■ Zambia: The paramount chief 
of Zambia's biggest tribe Tuesday 
identified a mutinous army lieuten- 
ant detained for allegedly plotting a 

. coup as a member of the royal house. 

But Chief Cbitimukulu denied 
widespread speculation that his 
Rem ha people, about two-fifths of 
the 7.5 million population, suppor- 
ted the aborted putsch. 

"He has no support," the chief, 
whose name means the big tree, told 
reporters. “And we in the (northern) 
province will not tolerate such non- 
sense." (APJ 

a Angolas Marxist Angola will 
evolve into a multi-party democracy 
Once the Southern African nation's 
i 5-year civil war cods and its people 
choose a pluralist path, the ruling 
pany said yesterday. 

The central committee of the 
Popular Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola, known as MPLA, 
made the announcement in a 
statement after six days of private 
discussions. (APJ 

■ Angolan rebels said yesterday 
they had blown up an oil pipeline in 
the north-west causing a huge fire 
which burned for nearly seven hours. 

The rebels, the National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola 
(U/tira;. said in a statement issued in 
Lisbon they struck in Soyo region, 
next to the Congo river estuary, last 
Thursday. Three oil exploration 
wells were affected, the statement 
said, but gave no details, 

■ Kenya: President Daniel Arap 
Moi warned those pressing for multi- 
party democracy in Kenya that his 
government will use force if neces- 
sary » halt activities it deems subver- 
sive. 

"Neither the issue of state security 

Mr the maintenance oH a wand order 

is negotiable.” he said in lengthy 
statement issued from stale house, 
last night _ . 

"Any blatant attempt to flout the 
law in respect of an illegal public 
meering will be dealt with by the law 
in accordance with the full resources 
for the protection of law and order 
which- are at the disposal of the 
state,” he said. (AP) 


Challenge to austerity 

Greece strike 

ATHENS, July 4, (AP): A nation-wide walkout today brought the 
country to a virtual standstill as civil servants joined private employees 
and shop owners to challenge the government's austerity and develop- 
ment programmes. 

Transport services were disrupted, power supplies were erratic, 
traffic congested and air pollution levels hit a record high in the capital. 

It was the fourth 24-hour country-wide strike this year. 

Workers are protesting price hikes and other measures taken by 
conservative Premier Constantine Mitsotakis following his April 8 
election. 

“The Greek people realise that Greece must be modernised .... and 
today's strike has no real purpose, which is why only a very small 
percentage of workers are taking part in it,” said Mitsotakis after a 
cabinet meeting. 

The government is struggling to contain inflation running at 22 per 
cent and a projected $2 bilion current account deficit. It has estimated 
that each nation-wide walkout costs the ailing economy 16.2 billion 
drachmas ($100 million) and the loss of 16 million work hours. 

The country is also staggering under a total public debt of $94 billion. ' 

The strike was called jointly by the General Confederation of Greek 
Workers, the Civil Servants Union and many smaller labour organisa- 
tions. Protest rallies were held throughout Greece. 



French air strike 

Flights were cut by about 60 per cent at French Inter- 
national airports yesterday as air controllers entered tee 
second day of a three-day strike over pay and staff 
increases. 

Airport officials said only about a third of the 1,400 
incoming and outgoing flights scheduled at Orly and 
Charles da Gaulle airports were expected to fly. leaving 
thousands of holidaymakers seeking alternative routes. 


The stoppage a fleets the country's ma/n northern centre 
at Athis-Mons. which controls traffic at Paris's two inter- 
national airports as well as local airports in northern cities. 

Airport officials said they were trying to maintain flights 
by foreign earners without causing excessive delays. Pic- 
. ture shows a few air controllers working at Athis-Mons, 
near Paris. (Reuter wirephoio) 


Mandela reiterates 
plea for sanctions 

Thatcher welcomes ANC leader 


LONDON, July 4, ( AP): Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher welcomed 
Nelson Mandela today, just three years after she denounced his African 
National Congress as a terrorist organisation and said she would have 
nothing to do with it 

The black South African leader was expected to make the same plea 
be made earlier today to British businessman: support sanctions Tor up 
to two years during final negotiations to end apartheid. 

Mrs Thatcher and British business oppose sanctions and want those 
imposed by the European Economic Community relaxed as a reward 



African National Congress leader Nelson Mandela (right) is greeted by Bniish Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher at 10 
Downing Street yesterday prior to their talks. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Fifth target bombed 

White Wolves claim responsibility 


JOHANNESBURG, July 4. 
(AP): A bomb damaged the 
offices of an anti-apartheid new- 
spaper before dawn today. The 
fifth attack in as many nights 
against white liberals in Johan- 
nesburg. 

. A man claiming to belong to a 
right-wing extremist group, the 
.White Wolves, said his organisa- 
tion was responsible for the 
recent blasts in a phone call yes- 
terday to the Citizen, a pro- 
government newspaper. 

- The explosion al the deserted 
.offices of the Africaans-Ianguage 
-newspaper Vrye Weekblad 
caused only mi nor damage. 

No one has been hurt in any of 
the explosions. 

The editor of Vrye Weekblad, 
Wax Du Preez, said an uniden- 
tified caller phoned him at home 
early yesterday and said the 
attack was "only a beginning.” 

The bombings on the Tour 
preceding nights have been at the 


office of an anti-apartheid city 
counselor, the homes of two 
other city councillors and at a 
synagogue. The synagogue was 
covered with graffiti comparing 
Jews to the African National 
Congress, the leading black 
opposition group. 

The-calier to the Citizen news- 
paper said all the places attacked 
were considered part of "the 
same target." 

The white Wolves have also 
claimed responsibility for several 
attacks in the past two years, 
police say they havenot been able 
to determine if such an organisa- 
tion actually exists, or if while 
extremists acting independently 
have simply adopted the name. 

President F.W. de Klerk’s 
reforms and stated intention of 
ending apartheid have outraged 
right-wing whites, who have 
vowed to resist any lessening of 
white privilege. 

Both De Klerk and ANC 


for South African President FW de Klerk's reform programme. 

Mandela told more than 2S0 senior British business executives that 
the South African government and the ANC want an end to sanctions 
and there is now "an element of urgency” on both sides to negotiate 
quickly so they can be lifted . 

“We are aware of the damage which has been done to our economy 
by sanctions and we do not want our economy to be reduced to ashes by 
the maintenance of sanctions," he said. 

“All that we are saying to the international community is that give us 

a few months, if not a year or two 
to resolve this question amongst 
ourselves.” Mandela said. 

Mrs Thatcher greeted Man- 
dela as hearri ved in drizzling rain 
at her 10 Downing St residence 
just before noon (1100 GMT). 

Some 300 anti-apartheid 
demonstrators who back sanc- 
tions demonstrated aL the end of 
Downing St and chanted as 
Mandela's limousine went, 
through the gates blocking off 
the street. 

Mandela said yesterday he was 
“very optimistic” about his dis- 
cussions with the prime minister 
and hoped they could narrow 
^their "differences' over sanctions 
andihe ANCs coniinuingcom- 

*- Britiilii'gewnMent- sotme^aid' 
he expected “a vigorous discus- 
sion." 

The source said Mandela 
made a late-night call to Mrs 
Thatcher in mid-June saying he 
was very worried about the 
attitude of European countries 
to sanctions. 

.. “He is dead right to be because 
of what they are not doing.” said 
one government source. Britain 
sees that other European coun- 
tries are simply easing sanctions. 

On the telephone, Mandela 
urged Mrs Thatcher “not to push 
it" over lifting sanctions and she 
replied that she was very concer- 
ned about “you and the ANC 
and what are you doing about 
giving up the armed struggle,” 
tbe source said. 

Mrs Thatcher will ask Man- 
dela to renounce the armed 
struggle and she will also warn 
him that a new South Africa is 
unlikely to get the investment it 
wants if it proceeds with nation- 
alisation, the source said. 

Speaking on the British 
Broadcasting Corp’s “News- 
nigbt” programme last night, 
Mandela said it is “very likely” 
the armed struggle will be overby 
the end of this year. 

At a meeting this morning with 
leaders of the Confederation of 
British Industry (CBI), Mandela 
said: “It is common cause that 
South Africa's difficulties of 
access to the world capital and 
loan markets has played a 
decisive role in persuading 
Pretoria that fundamental 
change must take place.” 

He stressed that economic 
progress is crucial to the success 
of any political settlement 
because of the disparity in living 
standards of blacks and whiles. 

“It will be critical that the 
economy grows rapidly and at 
rates that supercede population 
growth. This cannot happen 
without large inflows of foreign 
capital, including British 
capital," he said. 

Mandela's doctor says Ibe 
black nationalist leader has the 
physical and mental strength of a 
man of 50 because the 71 -year- 
old keeps regular diet and exer- 
cise, and ironically, seem to have 
benefileB from life in jail, the 
Independent said yesterday. 


leader Nelson Mandela have 
warned that heavily armed right- 
wing whites could undermine 
black-white efforts to negotiated 
new constitution and end aparth- 
eid. 

The caller to the Citizen 
demanded the release of Barend 
Strydom. who is on death row for 
killing seven blacks and an 
Indian in a shooting spree in 
downtown Pretoria in 1988. The 
caller also vowed retaliation' for 
the death of a white mine official, 
killed by a mob of black min- 
eworkers yesterday. 

After months of threatening 
violence, right-wing whites have 
begun to act. 

The offices belonging to De 
Klerk's ruling National Party 
were bombed last month. Piet 
Rudolph, a right-winger who has 
been in hiding since he allegedly 
stole weapons from an air Force 
base in April, has claimed res- 
ponsibility. 


on peace 
dividend’ 

COTTESMORE, England, July 
4, (AP): dad in helmet and flying 
sinl, Defence Secretary Tom King 
gave a thumbs-up sign from the 
cockpit of a Tornado warplane 
ready for takeoff. He was the very 
picture of gritty determination. 

He needed to be. These are 
gloomy days for the Tornado, 
pride of tbe Royal Air Force. 

The fighter plane — produced 
jointly by Britain, Italy and West 
Germany — is now itself a target 
of weapons-cotting proposals. 

In a new global climate, even 
Prime Minister Margaret That- 
cher, traditionally the most hawk- 
ish leader In the 16-nation Nat® 
alliance, is preparing to cash in the 
so-called ‘‘peace dividend’ by slic- 
ing defence spewfing in the face of 
a collapsing Soviet-led Warsaw 
Pact 

King's morale-boosting visit to 
the sprawling Cottesmore Airbase 
in central England, Nato’s mam 
Tornado training base, followed 
the announcement last month that 
Britain has cancelled an order for 
33 Tornado aircraft. 

Slbcut 

Hie move was part of a $1- 
billkm cut iu this year’s S37-WHjon 
defence budget. 

Thatcher, who plays host to a 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion inmnut' meeting tomorrow 
and Friday in London, is adamant 
that the Western alliance’s new 
rote shonld include most of the old. 
She says it should remain a 
defence alliance with nuclear 
weapons and US troops deployed 
in Europe. 

US President George Bush has 
also proposed cuts of $3 biltioa, 
taking inflation into account, for a 
S3034dDuNi US deficit budget. 
But some congressmen want much 
larger reductions. 

Tbe official reason given for 
cancelling the Tornado order was 
the high cost, which rose as 
Britain’s annual inflation rate 
soared unexpectedly to nearly 10 
percent. 

But the post-cold war donate 
made the derision easier for the 
government, and officials ackn- 
owledge privately that it is just the 
beginning of more sweeping cots. 

The conservative g o v er nment is 
engaged in a major review of 
defence spending. It Is widely 
expected to herald big cutbacks by 
Britain, long among the highest 
defence spenders in Nato. 

Armed Forces Minister Aidne 
Hamilton sent shudders through 
the military hierarchy last month 
by teffing Parliament tha t some of 
the army’s 75 regiments will 
probably have to be abofisbed or 
merged into others. 

The spending review is being 
carried out in secret. But accord- 
ing to widely reported leaks, 
defence Procurement Minister 
Alan Oarit has proposed ■ radical 
programme, indnding eventually 
cutting the Royal Navy's surface 
fleet from SO to 32 frigates and the 
150, 000-member army by about a 
third. 

The cats reportedly would 
include phased withdrawals of 
many of the 66,700 British Army 
and Air Force personnel based in 
West Germany. 

Britain’s 1991-92 defence bud- 
get, planned before the dramatic 
political changes In Eastern 
Europe, was $39 billion. Now 
there is speculation it will be 
frozen at $37biBion. 

The British cot in spending for 
the Tornado followed reports of 
successive cancellations of orders 
by Jordan, Oman, Malaysia and 
Saadi Arabia. 


Quebec panel for new constitution may lead toward autonomy or independence 


MONTREAL, July 4, (Kuna): The gov- 
ernment of the French-speakinf province 
of Quebec is organising a commission that 
will create a blueprint for a new Quebec 
■ constitution and lead the way to an anto- 
. nomous or fully independent Quebec. 

. Preniter Robert Boura&sa, who was seen 
asasfrong federalist a decade ago is now at 
the forefront of efforts to move Quebec 
away from Canada. 

Bourassa has appointed Lucien Bou- 
chard, a former member of the Canadian 


federal Parliament whoquil his party to sit 
as an independent and speak exclusively 
for Quebec among parliamentarians in the 
Canadian capital. 

After meeting for an hour yesterday 
with Bourassa, Bouchard said, ”1 hope 
that we will be able to achieve a sovereign- 
isi project. We have to put the cards on the 
table, and decide what is good for Quebec. 
It might be possible to keep a few things in 
common with English Canada.” 


Bouchard and Bourassa agreed that 
they would only call for a. referendum on 
the future of Quebec if they are absolutely 
sure that voters will approve sovereignty 
or independence for Quebec. In 1980, 
Quebecers went to the poll and defeated 
that option but now polls say that up to 56 
per cent of Quebecers would vote yes for 
independence. 

If we have a referendum, we have to be 
sure we'll win. We know the consequences 
of a referendum. 


Meanwhile, the English speaking min- 
ority in Quebec is desperately trying to 
revive interest in federalism. Robert Lib- 
man. leader of the newly created Equality 
Party in Quebec has created his own task 
force to promote a united Canada. Lib- 
man has promised to “advance the cause 
of Canadian federalism by promoting its 
economic, social and political benefits to 
the population of Quebec through rallies, 
symposia, the media and other means 
available." 



Eurotunnel 
is halfway 

France ahead, UK late 

LONDON, July 4. (AP): The undersea “Chunnel” linking 
England and France is dug halfway and due to open on schedule 
in three years despite unexpectedly high costs. 

Privately funded Eurotunnel is having to seek billions of 
pounds (dollars) in extra funding, and its hopes of gutting a high- 
speed rail link to the British end of the tunnel have, for the time 
being, been dashed. 

While the French are forging ahead with a high-speed link at 
their end. stale-owned British Rail is dragging its feet, provoking 
charges that the British are once again showing their insular side. 

“There is an attitude in France that this is a great project in the 
national interest. In thiscountry. the attitude to these projects 
lends to be the reverse,” says Alastair Morion. British deputy 
chairman of Eurotunnel, the Anglo-French company tunneling 
beneath the English Channel. 

Confident 

"Britain becomes branch line of Europe," a Guardian news- 
paper headline declared mockingly after the government 
announed June 14 that it would not fund the rail link. 

Still, Eurotunnel is still confident the Chunnel will open June 
15. 1993. six months after the 12-nation European Economic 
Community drops its trade barriers and becomes a barrier-free 
marketplace of 320 million consumers. 

“We will have the money to finish the project,” Morton said. 
He told a recent news conference that the consortium was having 
financial problems but that the Chunnel will be completed on 
lime. 

The project also has been marred by eight accidental deaths on 
the site. 

The British public demonstrates little enthusiasm for the 
Chunnel. Common fears are that it will import rabid animals, 
terrorists or invading armies. 

Finance 

Richard Hannah, a transport analyst with the London invest- 
ment house UBS Phillips and Drew, said he expects the extra 
financing to come through and the project to be finished within 
six months of target. 

“It's one of these situations where the more money you put in, 
the more you have to spend or else you're walking away from 
billions of pounds,” Hannah said. 

Giant drills are boring three tunnels toward each other from 
folkestone, England and Calais, France, with the first under- 
ground meeting expected in November in the service tunnel 
between the rail tunnels. 

Tunneling is three months ahead of schedule on the French 
side, a week behind on the British side. 

Workers had dug 53.2 miles (85.84 kins) out of the tola(91.9 
miles ( 1 48.2 kms) through J une 1 7. 

Passengers 

Chunnel trains will carry passengers, cars and freight between 
London and Paris in about three hours, roughly the same time as 
a flight including ground travel, and at least twice as fast as a car- 
ferry journey. 

Eurotunnel estimates that 28 million passengers and 17 per 
cent of Britain's non-otl trade will pass through the tunnel in the 
first year. 

The Civil Aviation Authority says the tunnel should divert 5 
million out of 53 million air passengers annually. 

Eurotunnel is trying to persuade members of its 208-bank 
syndicate to boost its available credit from £5 billion to 7 billion 
($8.6 to 1 2 billion). Eurotunnel's four main banks have approved 
the hike. 

Last Wednesday, shareholders approved the sale of an extra 
£530 million ($906 million) worth of stock to existing sharehol- 
ders, who already have bought £] billion ($1 .7 1 billion) worth. 

The extra bank lending and share financing are conditional 
upon each other. 

Shares 

Eurotunnel says it doesn't expect to make a profit before the 
end of the century and probably won't pay its shareholders a 
dividend until 1999, four years later than first expected. 

However, investors haven't fared badly. The London share 
price, which started in November 1987 at 350 pence ($5.99), has 
risen to 500 pence ($8.55). 

Tbe number of French shareholders has risen to 436,000 from 
210,000, while British shareholders are steady at 1 00,000. 

Eurotunnel's two steps would raise total debt and equity 
funding for the project from £6 billion ($10.3 billion) to £8.5 
billion ($14.5 billion). 

It has pitched the sum high to avoid having to beg more money 
at a later date. Its latest cost estimate is £7.66 billion ($13.1 
billion), up from an initial forecast of £4.87 billion ($8.3 billion). 

Dispute 

The main reason for the increase is that the rolling stock has 
turned out much more expensive than anticipated. 

In October, the banking syndicate's concerns about rising 
costs drove it to freeze funds for three months until Eurotunnel 
reached a truce with trans-machine link, the consortium of 10 
British and French contractors doing the actual construction. 

The problems led to Eurotunnel's second management shak- 
eup since 1987. 

The cost-control faxes total costs and stipulates some cost- 
sharing by trans-machine link in the event of overruns. But 
Eurotunnel and trans-machine link remain in dispute over £700 
million ($1 2. billion) in costs. 

The British government's refusal to finance a rail link is 
another blow. 


Victorious Reds 
executed 40,000 

Mass grave in Yugoslavia 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia. July 4, 
(AP): A mass grave discovered 
last week in northern Yugoslavia 
may contain the remains of 
40,000 people executed by vic- 
torious communists in 1945. a 
newspaper reported yesterday. 

Most appear to have been 
Ustasha soldiers of the defeated 
Nazi puppet state of Croatia, 
Vjesnik said. 

The victims apparently were 
executed after surrendering to 
communist partisans or being 
deported to Yugoslavia by the 
Western allies from Austria, 
where many had sought refuge at 
the end of World War II. 

The Ustashas were an elite, SS- 
type military unit accused of 
murdering hundreds of 
thousands of Jews, Serbs and 
Gypsies after the so-called 
independent state of Croatia was 
created under German auspices 
in 1941. 

Piles of bones, estimated to be 


up lo 10 metres deep in places, 
were found in a 40-metre (yard) 
deep pit near the village of Sosice. 

The Vjesnik story was illus- 
trated with large photographs of 
a cave aL the bottom of the pit 
filled with skulls and human 
bones. 

Townspeople and former par- 
tisans quoted by the daily said 
that truckloads of wounded 
Croatian soldiers, members of 
the Ustasha youth movement, 
army nurses and other people 
were brought to the site. 

Earlier reports had estimated 
thedead in the thousands but the 
Vjesnik account was the first to 
pul a possible figure on remains 
in the grave. While not clarifying 
how it arrived at 40,000 victims, 
Vjesnik quoted townspeople as 
saying that for months trucks 
loaded with captives drove 
toward the pit and returned 
empty. 





INTERNATIONAL 

Reforms 
meeting 
ends in 
Taiwan 


TAIPEI. Jul) 4.1 APl: The ruling 
Nationalist Party and its opposi- 
tion ended a historic meeting 
lodaj by agreeing that the next 

president should be chosen by all 
Taiwanese instead of by aging 
nationalists from mainland 
China. 

The week-longnaiionalafTain* 
conference ended with a joint 
statement in support of presiden- 
tial elections and other 
democratic change to replace a 
political system that has guaran- 
teed nationalist rule for the past 
four decades. 

"The democratic trend is irres- 
istible.’' said Chang Chung- 
hung. secretary! genera I of the 
opposition Democratic Progres- 
sive Party. "We have just had a 
peaceful revolution to gain 
democracy." 

Less dramatic progress was 
made in discussions on relations 
with the rival government on 
Chinn. The conference urged 
more trade and culture exchan- 
ges but cautioned against official 
talks on reunification before the 
communist government in Beij- 
ing agrees to end its policy of 
isolating Taipei diplomatically. 

President Lee Teng-hui said he 
would support the recommenda- 
tions reached by the 140 
politicians and academics aL the 
conference. 

"This is the time to act," Lee 
told the delegates in a closing 
speech. 

Lee had called the meeting 
after student demonstrations in 
March against his election to a 
six-year term by an electoral 
college dominated by aging 
Nationalist Parly loyalists from 
mainland China. 

Most members of the electoral 
college last ran in elections on the 
Chinese mainland shortly before 
they fled to Taiwan in 1949 with 
the rest of the nationalist govern- 
ment. which lost a civil war to 
communist forces. 

They were frozen in office to 
support the nationalist claim to 
sti 1 1 be the legitimate government 
of all China. 

The opposition has long 
argued that popular presidential 
elections are necessaiy to give 
full political power to the native 
Taiwanese, who account for 85 ; 
percent of the island's 20 million 
people. 

Many nationalist delegates to 
the convention proposed direct 
presidential elections when Lee's 
term ends in 1996. but some sup- 
ported an even earlier vote. 

At a concluding session telev- 
ised live, convention delegates 
also supported direct elections of 
the mayors of Taiw an's two lar- 
gest cities. Taipei and Kaoh- 
siung. Those mayors now are 
appointed by the nationalist 
government. 

Delegates also supported an 
earlier nationalist proposal to 
retire by 1991 all 800 elderly 
members from mainland China 
who sit in the lawmaking leg- 
islative Yuan and on theelectoru! 
college. 

Officials said a task force of 
representatives from the major 
parlies will be set up to settle 
remaining differences on the 
democratic reforms. 

One unresolved issue is 
whether the electoral college 
should be abolished, as proposed 
by the opposition, or should be 
transformed into a symbolic ins- 
titution that would reflect the 
popular vote but still reserve a 
few seats for deputies purpor- 
tedly representing mainland 
China. 
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Former Philippine first lady Imelda Marcos waves to supporters as court otlcers take her out ot lederal court in New York 
on Monday after she was acquitted ot fraud and racketeering charges. (Reuter wtrephoto) 


Imelda trial 


Fails to produce 
‘right evidence’ 


NEW YORK, July 4. (AP): A 
juror in the Imelda Marcos trial 
said Loday the prosecution lost 
the case by failing to produce the 
“right evidence.” including two 
key witnesses whose names 
figured constantly in the tes- 
timony. 

He said that nobody on the 
panel liked or trusted I meld a ’s 
lead attorney. Gerry Spence. 

“He lied to us. He lied to us an 
awful lot." said Alan Belofsky, 
4 1 , a letter carrier who lives in the 
New York suburb of Bronxville. 

“Spence should not think that 
he won the case. It was that Lhe 
prosecution didn't give us 
enough evidence, the right 
evidence." Belofsky said in a tele- . 
phb'ne interview with the 
Associated Press. 

The jury yesterday acquitted 
the former Philippines first lady 
and Saudi financier Adrian Kha- 
shoggi of racketeering, fraud and 
obstruction of justice after a 
three-month trial. 

Belofsky also said jurors were 
aware of US district judge John F 
Keenan’s personal doubts about 
the case being tried in New York 
instead of in the Philippines. 

On June 20, while discussing a 
defence motion to dismiss the 
charges. Keenan wondered 
“what this case is doing in an 
.American court .... what am I 
doing ... trying a case involving 
the theft of money from Philip- 
pine banks?" 

Keenan said he "wanted to 
find out what the fraud were here 
in America, because Mrs 
tCorazon) Aquino can enforce 
her own laws. I don't want to 
enforce her laws here." 

Although the jury was not in 
the courtroom at the time. Keen- 
an's remarks were reported in 
news accounts where jurors, 
though admonished by Keenan 
not to read about the trial, could 
see them. 

Jurors are uniformly ordered 


not to read or watch news 
accounts of the trials they are 
bearing so that they consider 
only the evidence presented in 
the courtroom. 

“Everybody knew about 
that," Belofsky said of Keenan's 
remarks. “It was even quoted by 
one or two people." Asked if 
Keenan's comments influenced 
jurors' thinking about the case, 
he said, “I’d assume so." 

Although not an issue. Lhe 
question of whether the United 
States should have brought char- 
ges relating to money originally 
stolen in the Philippines “was 
implicit throughoiltlhe trial. 

Prosecutors-— had- -trouble 
clarifying the key point o£ the 
complicated case, that the trans- 
fer and use of such money in the 
United States' violated federal 
racketeering and fraud statutes. 

Other jurors earlier expressed 
scepticism about the charges. 
One, Thomas O'Rourke, called 
the government's case ‘Totally 
silly.” 

Belofsky said the panel found 
assistant US attorney Charles 
Labella’s delivery “bland” and 
were puzzled by his habit of skip- 
ping from one topic to another. 

“We didn't understand ail that 
jumping around. Just as we’d 
start to think about one subject, 
they’d jump to another one," he 
said. 

He said a “consensus" of 
jurors thought Imelda knew 
about the massive thefts 
attributed to her husband, 
president Ferdinand Marcos, 
“but her accomplices kept her 
name out of everything.*’ 

"The amazing Lhing about this 
case is that she surrounded her- 
self with thieves," he said. "So 
many people in her inner circle 
who absconded with money or 
got immunity (from prosecu- 
tion). all these people helping 
themselves to money, and she 
didn't see it." 



Fujimori traces Japan roots 

Hero’s welcome to Peru president-elect 

KAWACHI. Japan, July 4. (AP): Peruvian 
president-elect Alberto Fujimori received a proud 
and happy welcome in his ancestral hometown 
lodav as he capped his lour of Japan. 

Schoolgirls shrieked and chased Fujimori as if he 
were a movie star. Banners proclaiming "Bienven- 
ido Presidcnie" streamed from large balloons io 
greet Fujimori in the hilly, tangerine-growing town 
of Kawachi on the southern island of Kyushu. 

About 500 people waved tiny Peruvian flags and 
applauded in the neighbourhood his parents left 
almost six decades ago. A shout of "banzai” - a 
wish for long life - rose when he arrived. 

Fujimori's parents emigrated to Peru at a time 
when Japan’s economic conditions were poor and 
many peopleleftihecountryin search ol'a better life. 

Jitsuko Yamaguchi. 67. said townspeople had 
stopped work at lunchtime to greet the famous 
visitor. 

“This is u rare occasion.” she said. "It's the first 
time ever for a person of Japanese ancestry to 
become a leader ol'a foreign country. Us wonderful. 

And from Lhis village. AJbeMo Fu|imori(nght) and Peru's Ambassador to Japan 

Ahoul 600 voungslers cheered Fujimori wen he Luis Machia, ' e "° <R^r w.^pholo) 

visited an elementary school, and 1.000 townspco- sake of my country. I want my country to become 
pic gathered in an auditorium where he received a strong." 

plaque making him an honorary town citizen. His nine-hour visil to Kawachi and the nearby 

“Peru is a country with a grand civilisation and prefecture! capital. Kumamoto, was punctuated 
there is evidence that its tics with Japan go w ay back with speeches showing Japanese pride in the success 

in history. I think the lies between our two countries of an emigrant's son. 

arestrong.” Fujimori said in Spanish, though hehad In the evening. Fujimori was returning to Tokyo, 

expressed thanks in Japanese. He was to leave for home on Thursday. 

“Kawachi blood is flowing in my veins." he said. Fujimori, who takes office July 28. is on a five-day 

"l have the strong blood of the immigranLs from visit lo Japan seeking help for Peru’s embattled 
here to Peru. 60 to 70 years ago. 1 plan to use it for the economy. 



Rebels in 
Negros 
hamper 
search 


BACOLOD, Philippines, July 4 , 
(Renter): A simmering insurgency 
in the rugged hilk of Negros 
island is stalling efforts to find two 
aid workers, an American and a 
Japanese, kidnapped by comm nn- 
ist guerrillas, Philippine officials 
said today. 

Thousands of residents are 
silent on the kidnapping. They 
fear reprisals by either the leftist 
rebels, government troops or the 
paramilitary bands controlled by 
landowning families on the island. 

Inhabitants of the central 
Philippines towns where Timothy 
Swanson, a US Peace Corps 
volunteer, ami Fumio Miznno, a 
.Japanese agriculture adviser, 
were abducted by communist 
rebels have provided scant infor- 
mation to officiate trying to secure 
freedom for the men, the officials 
said. 

“People don't want to get 
involved because they are afraid of 
being caught in the middle,” said a 
social worker who asked not to be 
named. 

Swanson's Filipina wife. Merle, 
burst into tears after making an 
emotional appeal to her neigh- 
bours to help in winning the 
release of her husband, hdd by 
rebels for 21 days in the Negros 
Mountains. 

The United States has withdr- 
awn 260 other Peace Corps work- 
ers from the Philippines, fearing 
communist attacks. 

“She tried her best to keep it a 
secret,” said Larry Cayacas, a 
government official who talked 
with Swanson's wife after he was 
abducted. She hoped the rebels 
would keep their word and release 
Swanson if she kept silent, be said. 

Antonio Fortich, the former 
Roman Catholic bishop of 
Bacolod who is seen as exercising 
some influence over the rebels, 
said it would be futile to use 
military action to try to rescue the 
pair. 

“They will just escape with their 
captives. It would be better if 
diplomatic persuasion, rather 
than force, be used,” be told 
Reuters. 

The bishop is a member of a 
panel that has established contact 
with rebels who have been holding 
Mizuno since May, and which is 
now negotiating for his release. 

The rebels have made no publi- 
shed demands. Their aim may be 
solely to embarrass the govern- 
ment of President Corazon 
Aquino and make it appear 
impotent, Negros occidental 
Governor Daniel Lacson said. 

Fielding troops to comb muddy 
mountain trails for the two aid 
workers could not succeed, be 
said. The centre of Negros is 
heavily forested and crossed by 
poorly kept dirt roads that melt 
into mud paths in the rainy season, 
which lasts until November. 

It is ideal terrain for the 1,000 
guerrillas on the island, where the 
communist movement isfaelled by 
endemic poverty. 

The rebels would move tbeir 
captives between inaccessible 
mountain bases if troops were 
ordered into an area, Lacson said. 

“They would just move (Swan- 
son and Mizuno) far away and 
would make solving this problem 
more difficult,” be said. 

The government plans to try a 
different method m negotiating 
the release of the two men, Lacson 
said. 

“The bottom line is we want 
them back alive.” he said. “When 
Swanson becomes irrelevant they 
would release Mm. 


Imelda still faces 

array of lawsuits 

Multi-million dollar trial in New York court 


MANILA, July 4, (Reuter): Victorious in New York, Imeida Marcos 
still faces a maze of lawsuits if she ever tries to, return to ber Philippine 
homeland. 

Thirty-three civil cases for corruption are pending against her before 
a Manila anti-graft court and prosecutors say criminal charges will 
follow if she goes back. 

Portrayed by President Corazon Aquino's government as a thief, the 
once powerful former first lady on Monday scored a stunning political 
and legal victory when a New York court acquitted her on racketeering 

An anti-graft court put the 
Marcoses on trial in absentia last 
September but proceedings were 
suspended when the former 
president died in Honolulu later 
that month. 

Philippine laws allow a court 
to try a defendant in a civil suit 
even in his absence but requires 
his presence in a criminal case. 

David Castro, a commissioner 
of a government panel in charge 
of recovering the alleged ill-got- 
ten wealth, said today the Mar- 
coses had used dummy compan- 
ies that now had a gross value of 
220 billion pesos ($9.5 billion). 

Deducting the companies' 
debts, the government stood to 
gain assets worth 70 billion pesos 
($2 billion), Castro said. 

The death of the former 
president created legal problems, 
such as who will represent his 
interests in court, which have 
remained unresolved and 
delayed the trial for months. 

Legal sources said final resolu- 
tion of the civil cases would most 
likely outlast Aquino's presiden- 
tial term. which ends in 1 992, and 
even take years after that, count- 
ing appeals. 

Philippine prosecutors had 
been banking on a conviction of 
Imelda in the New York trial to 
speed up the local cases. - 

Instead, Imelda walked out of 
the court room triumphant 

“It was a psychological set-* 
back but this is not difficult to 
overcome," Castro said. He said Philippine President Aquino confers v 
the acquittal only strengthened presidential palace in Manila yesterday 
government resolve to recover onracki 

the plundered wealth. 

He said the New York trial mm- ■ ■ ■ 

brought out evidence against m m mm mM m 
! Imelda not previously available ‘ ■ u 1 

to Philippine prosecutors and. W 
i Manila -would use it in its case- : ; ‘ ■ '' i 

i against her;.- • •••■■■■ i- n-.«» < ■ 

“(Sbe) may not be criminally W 

liable for the acts committed in ■ ■ Bj ■_ 1 

the United States but criminally ■ m l 

liable for the acts committed in 

our country,” Castro said. 

Imelda and Adnan Khashoggi 1\ A / /-> y -f « 

counted the cost yesterday of a V/y H [ f) I ’ 

multi-million dollar trial that 

many legal experts said should 

never have happened. MANILA, July 4, (Reuter): 

One day after their acquittal Imelda Marcos' triumphant 
on the racketeering charges, the acquittal by a New York court 
main thought on both their on racketeering charges has sent 
minds was to leave memories of shock waves through Philippine 
the courtroom battle behind politics and rocked President 
them — Khashoggi with a trip Lo Corazon Aquino's government, 
Makkah and Imelda with a battered by six coup attempts 
return to her home in Hawaii. and criticism of its record in 

“It's been a traumatic °^l t 5 e ' , .... ■ . 

experience for her," said Ben- Alrrady, politicians and com- 

jamin Cassiday, one of her m a !» ul a 

lawyers. "Shell probably head Pj tol ’ ■« of ^ widows 

For Hawaii in the next week or ween the former first lady and ■ 

« Aquino, the woman who helped 

Legal experts said the US oustlmelda’slatehusband, for- 
govemment miscalculated badly !“ r j*gf tor Ff* 1 wand Marcos, 


charges. 

Despite the acquittal Aquino refused to lift a ban on Imelda's return, 
saying she was a security threat. 

Imelda and her husband, the late president Ferdinand Marcos, fled 
into exile in Lhe United States in 1986 after they were overthrown in a 
“people power" revolt. 

The civil suits accuse the Marcoses, their children and about 300 
associates of robbing the nation of billions of dollars through fake 
companies and seek $100 billion in damages. 



Philippine President Aquino confers wllh Defence Secretary Fidel Ramos on their way io a cabinet meeting at the 
presidential palace in Manila yesterday. Aquino chaired a meeting to discuss plans after the acquittal of Imelda Marcos 
on racketeering charges in New York. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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shockwaves by robbers 


‘War of widows’ 


in trying to prosecute Imelda in 
the United States for allegedly 
helping her husband steal more 
than $200 million from their 
country’s treasury to buy 
property, art and antiques. Kha- 
shoggi was accused of helping 
her. 

“The jury had to wonder why 
this case was being tried here,” 
said Geoffrey Hazard of Yale 
Law School. He said jurors were 
probably asking "why are you 
prosecuting this case when you 
have all these drug crimes here. If 
this is such a heavy offence why 
isn't it being tried in its own coun- 
try?” 

Imelda and Khashoggi, a 
Saudi anus dealer who was once 
one of the world's richest men, 
still face a number or legal cases 
mainly involving ownership of 
buildings and bank accounts the 
Philippine government says righ- 
tfully belongs to Manila. 

Khashoggi had been charged 
with obstruction of justice and 
mail fraud for allegedly helping 
the Marcoses conceal their 
ownership of properties. 

But the pending dvil charges 
against the pair in New York, 
Los Angeles and Switzerland 
could not send them to prison 
and are likely to take years to 
dedde. 


MANILA, July 4, (Reuter): 
Imelda Marcos' triumphant 
acquittal by a New York court 
on racketeering charges has sent 
shock waves through Philippine 
politics and rocked President 
Corazon Aquino’s government, 
battered by six coup attempts 
and criticism of its record in 
office. 

Already, politicians and com- 
mentators are talking about a 
political “war of the widows” 
between the former first lady and 
Aquino, the woman who helped 
oust Imelda's late husband, for- 
mer dictator Ferdinand Marcos, 
in a 1 986 popular revolt. 

Aquino’s husband, Benigno, 
was the country’s chief opposi- 
tion leader until he was assassin- 
ated in August, 1983, upon his 
return from voluntary US exile. 
Corazon Aquino blamed the 
Marcoses for the murder. 

Although Marcos is at present 
barred from leaving the United 
States, congressional leaders 
here are urging Aquino to allow 
her to return to the Philippines to 
face criminal charges in a Manila 
court, i 

Aquino, accusing her of back- 
ing a coup attempt in Manila last 
December, has banned Marcos 
from returning on security 
grounds, saying she might try 
again to overthrow the president 
and undermine the country's 
new democracy. 

But whether she is allowed 
back or not, politicians and 
analysts see the New York ver- 
dict as strengthening the political 
opposition to Aquino at a time 
when she faces mounting criti- 
cism of the government's perfor- 
mance. 

The abrupt withdrawal of US 
Peace Co rps volunteers last week 
from the country because of pos- 
sible communist rebel attack has 
added to an impression of grow- 
ing lawlessness and the future of 


US military bases in the country 
remains unresolved. The lease on 
the facilities expires next year. 

Senator Ernesto Maceda, 
chairman of the Senate Defence 
Committee, said the acquittal of 
Imelda Marcos, knofrn as the 
“iron butterfly” of Philippine 
politics, could clear the way for 
her to either contest presidential 
elections in 1 992, or have a major 
say in who would be the opposi- 
tion candidate. 

“Imelda's credibility has been 
revived politically," he said. 

Although Aquino has 
repeatedly said she will not seek a 
second term in 1992, Maceda 
said the prospect of Imelda, a 
former minister and governor of 
Manila, becoming involved once 
more in Philippine politics could 
force the president to change her 
mind. 

When the Marcoses were in 
power Filipinos spoke of a “con- 
jugal dictatorship” of Imelda 
and her husband, who died in 
exile in Hawaii last year. 

But during the trial in New 
York. Marcos appeared as a 
devoutly religious widow who 
wore black every day. She knelt 
in prayer at St Patrick's Cath- 
edral after the jury acquitted her 
on Monday of charges of looting 
the Philippine treasury of $220 
million to buy real estate, 
jewellery and art. 

Francisco Tatad, a former 
spokesman for Ferdinand Mar- 
cos, said the widow, described at 
the trial as a “world-class shop- 
per" was “a woman transformed 
by suffering, in quality and sub- 
stance. God in His infinite mercy 
has blessed her." 

Marcos says her "only obses- 
sion" is to bury her husband, 
now interred in a temporary 
mausoleum in Honolulu, in his 
home province of Ilocos Norte in 
tiie Philippines. “I will not get 
into any fight," she declared. 


MANILA, July 4. (AP): Rob- 
bers freed a policeman after he 
survived a Russian Roulette 
ordeal during a bus hijacking, 
police said today. 

Authorities said police CpI. 
Antonio Dionisio was on a bus 
that was flagged down and taken 
over late yesterday by five gun- 
men in suburban Valenzuela. 

When the robbers discovered 
Dionisio was a policeman, they 
took bis pistol, removed all but 
one bullet, and told him that he 
could go free if he survived the 
fourth squeeze of the trigger. 

“You are a policeman. You 
ought to die. But I will give you a 
fair play. If you survive this 
game. I will give you back your 
life," a witness quoted a robber 
assaying. 

To the astonishment of the 
robbers, Dionisio squeezed the 
trigger four times without the 
weapon firing. 
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Ex-Philippine rebel proclaimed governor 


MANILA, July 4, (Reuter): A former Muslim rebel 
was proclaimed governor of a semi-autonomous 
Muslim region in the southern Philippines today, 
ending a four-month election dispute. 

Election officials declared Zacaria Candao win- 
ner of the February 1 7 polls in four Muslim provin- 
ces on Mindanao island, dismissing fraud charges 
by the loser, former congressman AJi Dimaporo. 
Candao won by 89,760 votes. 

President Corazon Aquino set up a semi-auton- 
omous go verament in the area to defuse demands by 


the rebel Moro National Liberation Front for an 
independent Muslim state on Mindanao, 800 km 
1 500 miles) south of Manila. 

The rebels refused to join the regional govern- 
ment. calling it a sham. The regional government 
will have the power to collect taxes and draw up 
economic policies. 

Aquino offered the autonomy plan to 1 3 provin- 
ces but nine rejected the offer. The four voted to join 
were Lanao Del Sur, Maguindanao, Sulu and Tawi- 
Tawi. 
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BELGRADE, July 4, (Reuter): Albania will carry 
out urgent changes in its leadership and security 
service after about 200 people sought refuge in 
Western embassies in Tirana, Yugoslavia’s Tanjug 
news agfiocy said today. 

"Key' chants will be carried out urgently in the 

top Albanian political leadership, especially in the 
Interior Ministry and the national security service, 
the Sigurimi,’’ Tanjug said. 

Quoting "Well informed sources who wish to 
remain anonymous”. Tanjug said (he Central 
Committee of the Albanian Communist Party 
would meet today or tomorrow to discuss the 
changes. 


plans leadership changes; 200 still holed up 


The Tanjug story, daldined Belgrade, gave no 
further details .but said the changes were prompted 
by the latest unrest in Tirana where scores of people 
Scaled the walls of foreign embassies seeking to get 
out of the country. 

Tanjug reported that a large crowd of people 
gathered in central Tirana today but that there were 
no fresh attempts to charge embassies. 

About 200 Albanian dissidents were still holed 
up in embassies in Tirana while Europe's last 
Stalinist outpost considered whether to let them 
and thousands of other disgruntled citizens leave 
the country. 

Western diplomats said Tirana's hardline gover- 


nment was debating whether to issue more than 
1 0,000 visas and passports to Albanians as a way to 
reduce growing discontent. 

Dissatisfaction in isolationist Albania, which 
only recently began reforms which have swept the 
rest of Eastern Europe, surfaced dramatically this 
week when about 200 Albanians lied to foreign 
embassies in Tirana. 

Dozens dodged bullets as they scaled walls or 
rammed trucks through gates to enter embassy 
compounds in search ofhavenand possible passage 
overseas. 

Hungarian Foreign Ministry spokesman Janos 
Herman told Reuters today that Albanian auth- 


orities had offered all people sheltering in embassies 
the chance to leave their refuge and apply for 
passports. 

He said applicants could be accompanied by 
embassy officials and return to the embassies to 
wait for the passports. 

“The four in the Hungarian embassy have not 
accepted this,” lie said. "They ure asking for further 
guarantees, i think there is u chance to find a* 
solution." 

Herman said some Albanians had left other 
embassies to apply for a passport. 

West German Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Juergen Chrobog said he had heard about the 


Albanian offer but could not confirm it had been 
made at Bonn's embassy in Tirana, where 84 dis- 
sidents were billeted. 

A West German Foreign Ministiy crisis centre 
was trying to negotiate an agreement wit li Alba ni j 
which would guarantee the safety of I he dissidents. 

“We are dealing with people who fear lor their 
lives.” a ministry source said. 

“A solution must be found which convinces them 
that nothing will happen to them. We jrt- hoping to 
reach an early solution." 

Western sources said refugees had apparently 
sought shelter in the embassies of West Germany. 
France; Italy. Poland. Hungary. Czechoslovakia, 


Greece, Turkey and even China which lust ycur 
deployed troops and tanks to crush its own dis- 
sidents. 

Weston diplomats said a handful of would-hc 
refugees who had gone to the embassies of Bulgaria. 
Cute and Egypt ted been handed hack to Albanian 
authorities. 

Bulgaria denied it. saying Albanian police had 
dragged one asylum seeker who had entered the 
embassy hack mio the street, but that another 
youth was still inside the compound. 

A bomb exploded in the compound of the Cuban 
embassy last night in what may have been retalia- 
tion for Cuba's eviction of would-be emigrants. 


Gorbachev plays down split 

Anti-communist demo in Moscow echoes mood of pre-revolution Russia 



! Gorbachev makes a point as talking with delegates and iournalists outside the 
, Kremlin's Palace of Congresses. (Rgyter wirephoto) ^ 


MOSCOW, July 4, (Agencies): Conservative delegates to the Soviet communist congress deno unced 
radicals today but President Mikhail Gorbachev appeared secure in his centrist position between the party’s 
feuding right and left wings. 

Gorbachev, who is also party chief and must stand for re-election next week, sought to play down thyctear 
division in ranks on the third day of the 28tb party congress which could decide the fiiture of Soviet 
communism itself. 

Speaking to a group of foreign reporters, the 59- year-old reformist leader said: "No one at the congress 
has called into doubt the political course of perestroika (restructuring). 

“That is the main thing.” 

Gorbachev said the congress showed the concerns of all people, not just that of co mmunist s. It reflected 

“It is painful for me to see a 
wave of slander heaped on the 
CPSU (C ommunis t Party of the 
Soviet Union),” said delegate 
Artuk Azilov from the Central 
Asian city of Dushanbe, -sum- 
ming up the opinion of several 
right-wing delegates who took 
the floor. 

In the opposing camp, 
democratic platform delegation 
chief Vladimir Lysenko told 
reporters bis radical group 
would ‘fight lo the end’ to defend 
the reformist cause. 

"Millions are watching us and 
they have got to be able to make a 
decision with the information in 
frtipt of them,” he said. 
pE$senko later said democratic 
S&tips would stage mass rallies 
detoss the country on the week-' 
end of July I4-1S. 

Russian Federation president 
Boris Yeltsin, a radical critic cast 
doubt over whether Gorbachev 
will be able to get a reformist 
majority. 

He, however, said with an 
unco-operative Central Com- 
mittee he might And his hands 
tied. 

Gorbachev has said he expects 
majpnci©riges‘m J he leadership : 
and' Void At congress ytesWrday 
that four senior figures had 
already announced their inten- 
tion of resigning, including jun- 
ior politburo member Alexandra 
Biryukova who is one of his 
backers. 

The hardliners appeared to 
have decided to refrain now from 
outright attacks on Gorbachev 
like those that dominated last 
month's founding meeting of the 
Russian Communist Party. 

Black anarchist banners 
waved alongside pre-revolution- 
ary Russian flags and chants of 
'shame, shame' and ‘down with 
the Communist Party* rang out 
at a protest yesterday in Mos- 
cow's Gorky Park. 

For the 5.000 demonstrators 
gathered under the Stalinist-style 
col umns of the park's entrance, 
the Communist Party is already 
dead and buried. 

“We've been living for 70 years 
under occupation, the occupa- 
tion of the Communist Par- 
ty.. it’s time to put an end to it,” 
one speaker told the crowd. 

The banners leave no room for 
compromise with communist 
party delegates strugglingto save 
communis t power at a crucial 
party congress in the nearby 
Kremlin. 

“Long live the last congress of 
the Communist Party,” read one 
mock i ng slogan .“ Down with the 
empire of red fascism,” “the 
Communsi Party — a cancer on 
our people." 

The desperate flight of the 
party was underlined by the 
appearance of one man. 

Vladimir Lysenko, a radical 
party member and congress 
delegate, delivered a crashing 
condemnation of the force that 
had ruled unchallenged since the 
1917 Bolshevik Revolution. 



Ugachev is surrounded by iournalists as he leaves the Kremlin's Palace of 
Congresses. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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Oleg Kalugin addresses a rally in Gorky Pa rk. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Kremlin notifies Lithuania 

Rail blockade lifted 


hat is happening over 
* he said, with a flourish 
is the red-walled Kremlin, 
me no hope for the fonna- 
f a new, truly democratic 

mko’s Democratic Plal- 
raction has threatened to 
■om the party if ihe con- 
‘ails to undertake radical 
as. Bui a strong con- 
ve force h** made it dear 
HI be no major changes. 


MOSCOW. July 4. (AP): Tbe 
Kremlin has notified Lithuania that 
il is lifting a 10-week ten on rail 
deliveries of key foodstuffs, the last 
of the economic sanctions imposed 
to stop the Baltic republic’s indepen- 
dence drive. . 

Lithuanian council of ministers 
spokesman Gintaras Yatkonis said 
today that rail shipments or goods 
should resume within two or tiiree 
days, depending on the availability of 
railcars. 

OH shipments resumed on Satur- 
day, one day after the Lithuanian 
parliament agreed to freeze its March 
1 1 mdependenccdedararion. Itslaw- 


makers agreed to the freeze so that 
negotiations on independence with 
Moscow can begin. 

Natural gas flowed back into the 
republic yesterday, said parliament 
spokeswoman Arune Kontaugaite. 

Yaktonis said a telegram from the 
Soviet Transport Ministry addressed 
to Prime Minister Karimiera Pnm- 
skiene arrived late yesterday, advis- 
ing that the ban on rail deliveries had 
been lifted. 

It was imposed to prevent Lith- 
uanians from malting private arran- 
gements to receive sugar, coffee, fish, 
tea and citrus fruit from other parts 
pf the Soviet Union and abroad. 


people's “desire for a more direct approach,” he said. 

Hardliners, mourning the decline of the party's once uncon tested power, seemed in a truculent mood 
today, giving vent to their feelings by word and deed. 

But they have said they would support Gorbachev's continued party leadership, due to be deckled at the 
congress next week. 

The conservatives almost drowned out moderate Moscow party chief Yuri Prokofiev with repeated 
bursts of rhythmic hand-clapping as he addressed the gathering at the Kremlin's Palace of Congresses. 

Others focused their fire on ideology chief Vadim Medvedev, a Gorbachev ally, inch mo him for failing to 
lay down a clear marker for the party to follow in the midst of change. 


Radical 
changes 
likely 
in Nato 


LONDON, July 4, (Renter): 
Nato leaders are preparing 
radical changes in style and sub- 
stance at a summit opening 
tomorrow, aware that the Wes- 
tern alliance must adapt to post- 
cold war realities or be thrown 
onto the scrapheap of history. 

The London summit, widely 
regarded as the most important 
since Nato was (bonded to conater 
the Soviet threat in 1 949, is aiming 
to reassure Moscow that the 16- 
nation a Prance poses no danger 
and convince poblic opinion that it 
still has a role. 

tJS President George Hush has * 
imposed new measures to achieve ‘ 
these alms ^whkfa' ate) cnray heljt' 
overcome Moscow's i rjh t MW ita; 
a united Germany’s membership 
of Nato. Initial reaction from 
Washington’s allies has been 
positive. 

“We want to send a signal to the 
Soviets, to Germans both East 
and West, to Eastern Europeans 
and to our own publics in the 
Nato nations,” VS Secretary of 
State James Baker said yester- 
day. 

“The point is to make sure that 
the alliance stays vital and afire as 
we try to rebuild Europe,” said a 
senior Nato officiaL 

Our aim will stiU be to ensure 
security and peace, to make sure 
that war never happens. We seek, 
not to terrify, but to reassure. IPs 
a turning point for us.” 

Decades of confrontation that 
led to the biggest military btnld-up 
in history are over, now that the 
-Warsaw Pact and hard-line com- 
unmten in Eastern Europe have 
crumbled. 

As Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev struggles to patch up 
bis economy and retain control of 
the Communist Party, Nato 
leaders wffl be considering how to 
tone down the alliance’s military 
role and make It more pofiticaL 

Bash’s package for dis cu s sio n 
at the two-day summit, to be hdd 
in a 19th-century mansion near 
Bockmgham Palace, would bring 
major changes to long-standing 
military doctrine and set tbe stage 
for making Nato a more effective 
political forum. 

President George Bosh is 
proposing that Nato use its 
Huctear forces only as a last resort, 
riMHgmg a defence doctrine in 
effect since the late 1960s. 

“The reaction we have so far 
received ... is one of considerable 
receptivity,” from five on six Nato 
allies consulted. National 
Security Adviser Brent Scowcroft 
told reporters accompanying 

Bush. 

■ US Secretary of Defence Dick 
Cheney said today a growing con- 
centration of Soviet military 
power on the flanks of Nato might 
be partly aimed at dodging arms 
control in Europe. 

Cheney, in Oido at the start of a 
tmrtveek visit to Europe, said the 
Soviet Union was transferring 
some forces to tbe flanks, to areas 
facing Nato-members Norway 
and Turkey, .as democratic 
reforms swept Eastern Europe. 



Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Nakayama is all smiles at the start ot a G-24 
meeting in Brussels yesterday where Western industrial countries will be 
discussing an aid package lor Eastern Europe. Behind him is Luxembourg’s 
Secretary of Foreign Adairs, Georges WohKarL (Reuter wirephoto) 

~ • ” $1 2b’ fund likely 
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set 

to extend aid 




BRUSSELS. July 4. (Agencies): 
Western industrial nations 
began talks today which could 
lead to the Selling up of a 512 
billion special aid fund to help 
the new democracies of Eastern 
Europe make the transition from 
communism to capitalism. 

Foreign ministers at the 24- 
nation talks were also expected 
to discuss the controversial ques- 
tion of whether the West should 
mount a separate aid package to 
help Mikhail Gorbachev pull the 
ramshackle Soviet economy out 
of a deepening crisis. 

The talks, on the eve of u two- 
day Nato summit starting 
tomorrow in London and ahead 
of next week's Houston summit 
of the seven biggest industrial 
democracies, a re expected to give 
a strong signal of Western sup- 
port for tbe sweeping economic 
reforms now being introduced by 
Moscow’s former satellites. 

Officials from the European 
Commission, which was last year 
given the task of co-ordinating 
Western aid for Poland and Hun- 
gary, said the “group of 24” 
nations would agree to extend 
the safety net to take in East 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, Bul- 
garia and Yugoslavia. 

The group, also known as G- 
24, was set up after last July's 



Hans-Diatnch Genscner is all smiles. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


world economic summit in Paris. 
It take in all 12 EC states, the six 
members of the European Free 
Trade Association, plus the 
United States, Japan, Canada. 
Australia. New Zealand and 
Turkey. 

Romania has pointedly not 
been invited to tbe one-day talks, 
reflecting Western concern at the 
violent suppression of unrest in 
Bucharest in June by miners 
loyal to President Ion IBescu. 

But, while the 24 nations are 
likely to nod through the exten- 
sion of the Western safety net to 
tbe four extra countries, a 
proposal from the European 
Commission, the European 
Community’s executive, to set up 
a 10 billion European currency 
unit <S12 bflfion) pool of funds to 
help Eastern Europe us likely to 
be controversial. 

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Taro Nakayama yesterday told 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion members tha t his country 
supports a unified Germany as a 
member of the Western alliance. 

“I expressed Japan’s support 
for Nato membership of a 
unified Germany,” Nakayama 
said through an interpreter after 
meeting for one hour with Nato 
Secretary-General Manfred 
Woerner at the alliance’s head 
office. 

Nakayama also said he 
“would like to take various 
opportunities in the future” to 
bolster consultations between 
Japan and Nato. 

■ Japan announced today it wfll 
refuse to participate in any finan- 
cial aid package for the Soviet 
Union when the leaders of the 
seven leading industrialised 
nations meet in Houston next 

week. 

French President Francois 
Mitterrand and West German 
Chancellor Hehnut Kohl are 
expected to push for a major aid 
package for Moscow at the econ- 
omic summit in Houston, which 
starts Monday. 


USshowing more interest in Yeltsin once treated as a man of philosophical I 


INGTON, July 4, (Reuter): Washington is 
for Kremlin leader Mikhail Gorbachev to 
nservatives wresting control of the Soviet 
anist Party, but it is keeping an interested eye 
ina radical Boris Yeltsin. 

Yeltsin visited the United States last Sep- 
US officials (ended to dismiss him as a man 
jsophical rather than pragmatic ideas, and 
[icial labelled him “an intellectual light- 

since Yeltsin demonstrated his popularity 
ideal skill in winning election Iasi month as 


President of the Russian Federation, the Soviet 
Union's largest and most powerful republic, 
attitudes in President George Bush’s administration 
have changed. 

“This guy has demonstrated be has a tremendous 
following,” said one of the administration’s most 

influential Soviet experts. 

Ano ther senior US- official said Yeltsin, who is 
demanding a faster pace of reform in the Soviet 
Union and isseen as a major rival to Gorbachev, was . 
now “more influential.” t „ , , 

The US Ambassador to Moscow, Jack Matlock, 


underlined the changed Washington attitude by 
having dinner with Yeltsin last week. 

Bush has made a strong point of backing Gorba- 
chev's “perestroika'' reform programme. He 
seemed to go out of his way to use tbe Washington 
summit last month to give Gorbachev, under attack 
by conservatives and radicals at home, a boosL 
Gorbachev basked in the summit limelight and 
used his joint news conference with Bush to lash out 
at Yeltsin, saying he was complicating efforts to 
restructure Soviet society. 

At the lime, US analysts like Dmitri Simes of the 


Carnegie Endowment for International Peace faul- 
ted the administration for making “an inordinate 
investment,” in Gorbachev while ignoring new 
leaders like Yeltsin. 

He and many others have predicted that Gorba- 
chev may be ousted or may have to share power with 
Yeltsin and others in a coalition government. 

“We have to deal with the (Soviet) government 
that exists and to the extent opposition figures 
emerge, we deal with them as well and cultivate 
them.” one senior US official said. 



Bonn coalition 
fails to agree 

‘Unity’ poll plan 

BON N , J uly 4. ( Reuter): West Germany's coalition government failed 
today in agret on procedure for all-German elections which could 
decide whether smaller East German parties win scats in the new. 
unified Parliament or not. 

The question — at firslsigblaminorprocedural matter - iswhether 
the elections should come before or after formal unification with East 
Germany. 

Chancdl.ir Helmut Kohl's Christian Democrat* (CDU) and their 
Liberal Fiee Democrat (FDP) allies did agree that the first free all- 
German vole since 1 932 should take place on Dec 2, endorsing the date 
suggested by East Germany. 

The CLHJ would like the two 
states to hold separate elections 
on that day. with unification for- 
mally Liking place at midnight. 

But the FDP say unification 
should come first, followed by a 
single election in which all Ger- 
mans lake part 

Separate elections would 
mean members of the same 
Parliament (icing elected on dif- 
ferent terms, FDP leader Otto 
LambsdorlT said in a radio 
interview. 

“There nui .t be a single elec- 
toral law lor j single Parliament 
in a sin Ue electoral area.” he 
said. 

Under West German law, a 
party mu»l win at least five per 
cent of the total number of votes 
cast in order to win seats in 
Parliament. 

Kohl's CD U argues that small 
East German parties might clear 
this hurdle in an election limited 
to their own state, but would fail 
to win any scuts if they had to win 
five percent across both nations. 

“You would have to win 23 per 
cent of the votes in East. Ger- 
many in order to have the 
equivalent of five per cent in the 
whole of Germany.” Interior 
Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble 
said today. “1 don't consider 
such an electoral procedure 
fair.” 

Ironically. East Germany's 
reformed commu nists, who com- 
mand around 30 per cent of East 
German voles, could stand to 
benefit if the L'DU has its way. 

The two Germanys, which 
merged their economies on July 
1, will agree what procedure to 
follow in negotiations on full 
political unification that starts 
on Friday 

Rita Suessmuth, the Speaker 
of Paxli ament in Bonn, said for- 
mal unification would probably 
have jo coinc> after elections 
because otherwise there would 
be problems in meeting the 
notice periods for elections laid 
down by law. 

The Si>d a I Democratic (SPD) 
opposition accuses the CDU of 
trying to secure advantages for 
itself ensuring that its allies in 
East Germany’s right-wing Ger- 
man Social Union (DSU) win 
seats. 

The SPD issued a statement 
calling for a single election to be 
held as soon as the two countries 
unite. 

■ The West German govern- 
ment yesterday agreed on its 
1991 federal budget and pro- 
claimed itself financially “well- 
prepared” for German unifica- 
tion. 

Tbe 1991 budget calk for 
overall government spending to 
rise to 324 billion German marks 
($196 billion) from 311-8 billion 
marks (SI 88.9 billion) in the 
current year. 

The deficit will widen slightly 
to 31.3 billion marks ($18.9 
billion) from 31.0 billion marks 
($18.78 billion) this year. 

“West Germany is well 
prepared for the unification of 
Germany from a fiscal and econ- 
omic policy point of view,” Fin- 
ance Minister Theo Waigel said 
in presenting the budget to repor- 
ters. 

He repeated the government’s 


Joblessness 

EAST BERLIN. July4, (Reuter): 
East Germans got a foretaste 
today of worse to come when sur- 
ging jobless figures for June con- 
firmed their economy, once the 
pride of the communist world, is 
in steep decline. 

Financial analysis say the fall 
will be accelerated as the shake- 
out of the East's inefficient indus- 
tries gets under way after last 
Sunday's economic union with 
West Germany. 

A Labour Ministry statement 
said unemployment in June sur- 
ged 50 per cent to 142.000. with 
47,000 more people looking for 
work than the previous month. 

Cash cheques 

EAST BERLIN. July 4. (Reuter): 
“We'd like to cash a cheque.'' the 
Soviet Army told West Ger- 
many's Central Bundesbank 
today and withdrew millions of 
hard -currency marks to pay all- 
owances to its troops stauoned in 
East .Germany. 

Outside the former Commun- 
ist Party headquarters, an armed 
convoy of jeeps, mililary police 
cars, and bus and Soviet Army 
truck awaited to transport the 
Western cash, which a Bundes- 
bank spokesman said was a “two- 
figure million-mark sum.” 

The unusual move followed 
Sunday's merger of the East and 
West German economics in 
which the Deuischcmark became 
legal tender in East Germany. 

The truck drove into the cour- 
tyard of the building, which has 
four-storey vaults underground 
inherited from its previous use as 
the main German Reichsbank 
before World War Two. 

Troops cut 

BONN, July 4, ( UPl ): West Ger- 
many effectively agreed a united 
German Army will have fewer 
than 400.000 troops, a suggestion 
that may help ease Soviet con- 
cerns on German unification. 
senior government sources said. 

The sources said Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher and 
Defence Minister Gerhard Stol- 
tenberg agreed to ihe troop level 
at a special meeting yesterday. 

The officials, who asked not to 
be identified, said tbe proposal 
was likely to be presented to a 
Nato meeting in London this 
week. 

The sources said the West Ger- 
man delegation will present a 
plan stipulating no country in 
Central Europe should have 
more. troops underarms than the 
combined Soviet and US troop 
strength in the region. 


promise that no lax increases 
would be needed to finance the 
German unification. 

The two Germanys merged 
their economies on Sunday, 
when the West German mark 
became legal tender in East Ger- 
many. 

The 1991 budget includes 6 
billion marks ($3.6 billion) for 
Bonn’s so-called “German unity 
fund,” a 1 15-billion-mark (£69- 
billion) financing programme 
for East German economic 
recovery. 

Tbe government will borrow 
95 billion marks ($57 billion) of 
the total in the capital market. 


Polish govt reshuffle soon 


Pressure from Walesa 


WARSAW, July 4, (Reuter): Polish 
Prime Minister Tudeusz Mazowiecki 
will announce changes in his 10- 
month-old government on Friday, a 
senior Solidarity official said today. 

Parliamentary leader Bronislaw 
Geremek told the official news 
agency Pap that Mazowiecki would 
make the announcement on Friday 
in an address to Parliament on the 
State of the nation. 

Geremek gave no details of the 
proosed changes, hut Mazowiecki is 
under intense pressure from 
Solidarity leader Lech Walesa to oust 
ex-communists from the government 
and spend up the process of 
democratization. 


Four ex-communists hold minis- 
tries in the Solidarity-led govern- 
ment under a deal reached last year 
between Solidarity and the former 
ruling party which was dissolved in 
January. 

Mazowiecki became the first non- 
communist prime minister in eastern 
Europe since the 1 940s when he for- 
med his government last September. 

Communists and representatives 
of parties formerly allied to them 
were included to guarantee a stable 
transition between communism and 
full democracy. 

But Poles arc growing increasingly 
restive at the government's harsh 
economic policies. 
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NTSB finds pilot at fault: Federal 


safety investigators blamed the captain of US 
Air Hight 5050 Tuesday for “failure to exercise 
command authority" when the plane skidded 
off a New York runway into the East River. 

The National Transportation Safety board, 
in a 4-0 vote, also said the plaoe's problems 
began with an erroneously set rudder control 
that the pilot failed to detect. It said it could not 

determine how the control was wrongly seL 
(AP) 


Rash of crashes hit Alaska: a dozen 

airplanes crashed in Alaska over a 30-hour 
period, killing two people, causing tens of 
thousands of dollars in damage and overwhelm- 
ing investigators. 

“We've had so many crashes in the past two 
days, it's awesome," said Jim Michelangelo, a 
spokesman (or the National Transportation 
Safety Board in Anchorage. “Call me (next 
month) and we'U have them analysed and we 
may know the causes." he said yesterday. (AP) 


Rappers, store owner charged: Three 
members of the 2 Live Crew Rap Gftoup and a 
store owner who sold their album were formally 
charged Tuesday with obscenity in Fort 
Lauderdale Florida. 

Band members. Luther Campbell, Mark 
Ross and Chris Wongwon were charged with 
participating in an obsoene performance, a fust 
degree misdemeanour with a maximum penalty 
of one year in jail and a S 1 .000 fine, according to 
the state attorney’s office. 

They were arrested after an adults-only con- 
cert in Holywood. California, on June 10. 

E-C records owner Charles Freeman of Fort 
Lauderdale was charged with selling copies of 
the album. "As Nasty as they Wanna Be," 
which a federal judge ruled was obscene. (AP) 


Set sights on Pinto: The troubled Hub- 
ble space telescope can see only "fuzzballs" 
where distant stars might be, but soon will be 
able to capture close-up images of Pluto and 
other planets, US space agency officials said on 
Tuesday. 

Ed Weiler. chief scientist for the S1.6-bil(ion 
orbiting telescope at the headquarters of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion, said Hubble could train its sights on Pluto 
by September and other planets in the near 
future. (Reuter) 

• * V 


FEC questions: The Federal Election 
Commission wants to know whether LIS sub- 
sidiaries of foreign companies should be able to 
(unpolitical action committees. 

The commission voted 4-1 last Thursday to 
instruct its general counsel to draft a list of 
questions on which public comment should be 
sought. 

Political action committees, or Pacs, are 
organised by companies, unions, trade associa- 
tions and inrerest groups of all kinds to solicit 
money from their members and give it to can- 
didates. (AP) 

• • • 

Nuclear waste clean-up: Energy 
Department said Tuesday it will cost about $6 
bQuon in each of the next five years to store and 
dean up waste from the nation's nucicar 
weapons plants, nearly 50 per cent more than 
earlier projections. 

The agency blamed the increase on the dis- 
co veryof additional wastes at Energy Depart- 
mem sites and stricter government regulations 
that make the department and its contractors 
moresusceptibletolawsuits. * ' 1 * ■' 

It predicts a dou bling of cleanup staff may be 
necessary to fulfill the Eneigy Department's 
new five-year waste management plan. (AP) 


Blast rocks refinery: An explosion 

rocked an oil refinery near ‘Pasadena, Texas, 
Tuesday, causing a massive fire. 

The accident occurred at the Crown Central 
Petroleum refinery along the Houston Ship 
Channel in the early afternoon. 

No details were immediatdy available. 

Last October an explosion at the Phillips 
Petroleum Company's refinery in the same area 
lulled 23 workers and injured more than 1 30. 

Officials said the lire was iu an atmospheric 
pressure unit that handles crude oil. (Kuna) 


Doberman foils robberies: A gentle 
Doberman pinscher rescued from a dog pound 


execution earned his keep at his new home by 
foiling two thefts on his first night of freedom. 


Save-A-Life, an animal welfare group, bailed 
Ziggy the Doberman out of the Chatham 


County animal control dog pound last week, 
just hours before he was scheduled to be killed. 
Save-A-Life director Debbie Friedman said an 
anonymous woman called her and begged her to 


help the lovable stray. 
“She was just sobbing. ; 


“She was just sobbing. She said this wonder- 
ful animal was going to be destroyed ... unless 
somebody stepped in," Friedman said Mon- 
day. (UPI) 


No dwarf tossing in NY: Dwarf toss- 
ing may be the rage down under, but don't dare 
even think about it in New York state. 

You may be tossed in jail. 

Governor Mario Cuomo is studying a bill 
passed by state lawmakers that says it is too 
cruel to plav the so-called pub sport from Aus- 
tralia in which dwarfs are hurled across the 
room to score points. 

“This is human exploitation of the worst sort. 
It hurts every little person in America by rob- 
bing them or the dignity they have spent years 


(Reuter) 


10 years for terrorism: a Basque 

i _ _ _v* i r ■ .'a »L. 


nationalist whom Spanish officials say is the 
No. 2 commander of the armed separatist group 


N o. 2 commander of the armed separatist group 
ETA was sentenced today to 10 years in prison 
for associating with terrorists. 

Santiago Arrospide Sarasota, 42, was arres- 
ted at Anglei, in southern France, in September 

1987, police allegedly found in his residence 

E lans for attacks and designs for homemade 
ombs. (AP) 


83 to bo tried: Romania said on Tuesday 
that at least S3 people will stand trial for- 
in vo I vement in last month's political vi olence in 
Bucharest. 

It also said that six people killed in the June 
13- 15 riots died before pro-government miners 
arrived on the scene. 

A Foreign Ministry statement also absolved 
security forces from responsibility for three of 
the deaths caused by gunshot wounds, saying 
they had only blank ammunition. (Reuter) 


KGB has little to hide: The kgb has 

little left to hide, a former spy said on T uesday, 
since most of its secrets had been taken abroad 
by a score of defectors since 1980. 

Oleg Kalugin, branded a traitor and stripped 
Of his medals by President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
said the KGB security agency- had no moles — 
undercover operatives — in its US equivalent, 
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), in (he 
seven years he ran counter-espionage opera- 
tions abroad. (Reuter) 



Watermelon season 


A Muslim from 1 he Uygur minority in the western 
desert oasis of Turpan in Xinjiang province, 
loads watermelons Watermelon season has 
swept across China as summer moves Into full 
swing. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Festival time 


Winnie Mandela, wife of Nelson Mandela, 
opened The Zabalaza Festival at the Institute of 
Contemporary Arts on Tuesday. The Zabalaza 
festival is a collection of art work from South 
Atrice. (Reuter wirephoto) 



Banners raised 


Demonstrators put up a banner on the gats ot 
Gorky Park during a rally called by radical 
groups on Tuesday. Banner reads: "Poloskov 
and Ligachev mean paralyses lor ihe country - ; 
■Comrades, help purify society, resign from fhe 
Party': ’Two dangers m Russia: Maxism and 
partocracy.' (Reuter wirephoto) 


Teachers plead for advice: 

Educators from budding democracies in Eas- 
tern Europe have a message for their American 
counterparts: send experts, and maybe a copy- 
ing machine or two. 

Teachers, government officials and union 
leaders from Hungary, Bulgaria, Cze- 
choslovakia. Romania and Poland are attend- 
ing the American Federation or Teachers 
annual convention in Boston (his week. 

They want information on how to Leach 
democracy, how to set up freely elected unions 
and how to transform schools that for years 
operated as propaganda machines for hated 
regimes. (AP) 


fliescu confirms govt: President Ion 
Iliescu officially confirmed Romania's new 


government on I uesday and expressed support 
for Prime Minister Petre Roman's reform 
programme. 

(t was the first time that Iliescu bos publicly 
backed Roman's programme, which was 
approved by Parliament last week and surprised 
many Romanians with its declared goal of 
quickly moving to a market-based economy. 
(AP) 


Publisher 


Girodias, 
71, dies 


PARIS. July 4, (AP): Maurice Girodias, a 
self-described troublemaker who battled 
with censors while publishing “Lolita,” 

“Candy" and other erotic best sellers, died 
of a heart attack, associates said today. He 
was 71. 

A team of paramedics rushed to the Jew- 
ish community radio studios in Paris but 
was too late to save Girodias, who had been 

giving an interview last night about the 
publication of his memoiis. 

Girodias, the founder of Olympic Press in 
1953, published first editions of works by 
Henry Miller, Lawrence DurreD, Samuel 
Beckett, Vladimir Nabokov, William 
Bu trough. J. P- DonJeavy, Nikos Kazant- 
zakis and Jean Genet, among many others. 

Accused of promoting pornography, 
Girodias had numerous confrontations 
with French censors in the 1950s and 60s, 


spent several days in prison, and even 
was banned from publishing in Franc 


was banned from publishing in France. He 
lived in exile in tbe United States from 1964 
to 1974. 

He estimated in 1964 that 65 to 70 of tbe 
200 books published by Olympia bad been 
declared “unsuitable" — meaning they 
could not be displayed or advertised. 

Girodias was involved ig avant-garde 
literature by age 14. He designed the cover 
for Miller's “Tropic of Cancer" when it was 
published in the mid- 1930s. 

Girodias later published Miller's 
“Sexus." “Quiet Days in Clichy" and 
“Tropic of Capricorn.” 
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Hot weather: Boats cleared stinking sHme 
from the Venice lagoon today as the hot weather 
brought the Qrst signs of a threat that could ruin 
Italy’s tourist industry for the second summer 
running. 

Last year, hotels along Italy’s slime-hit 
Adriatic coast lost more than S1.4 billion 
because of a drop of up to 40 per cent in 
bookings, mostly from West Germany and 
Austria. (Reuter) 


Actor to ran against Havel: Stefan 
Kvietik, a well-known Slovak actor, will stand 
against Czechoslovakia’s interim President 
Vaclav Havel in Thursday's presidential con- 
test, tbe independent daily MJada Fronta said 
on Wednesday. 

The newspaper said Kvietik was formally 


proposed to the federal assembly, or 
Parliament, on Tuesday by the radical Slovak 


National Party whose campaigning for last 
month's parliamentary elections had heavy 
separatist overtones. (Reuter) 


Meeting of European rightists: 

President Mario Soares, leftist political parties 
and others raised voices of protest on Tuesday 
at the beginning of a three-day meeting of right- 
wing European politicians. 

Soares said those meeting at this small seaside 
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resort 40 kilometres (24 miles) south of Lisbon 
1 were “rariits, xenophobes, confessed suppor- 
ters of violence," the national news agency Lusa 
reported. Among those attending was French 
National Front leader Jean-Marie Le Pen. 

Speaking in the central dry of Coimbra. 
Soares said the government could not stop the 
meeting of 17 extreme rightist French, Belgian 
and West German politicians elected to the 
European Parliament. (AF) 


Toby beer jug: Mikhail Gorbachev has 
replaced an 18th century English gentleman in a 
new limited edition of Britain’s famous toby 
beer jug. 

The new mug, consisting of a figure of the 
Soviet leader sitting on real fragments of the 
Beribn Watt, will go on sale ina limited edition of 
£100 at 125 (1220) each. 

Toby jugs are usually made in the form of a 
stout old man wearing a three-cornered hat. 
(Reuter) 



Bikinis ore tine bat no swimming: 

Bermuda shorts, the fashion craze at French 
beaches, have just been banned in many greno- 


ble swimming pools in favour of the more 
traditional and skimpier bikinis and trunks. 

Authorities in Grenoble, southeast French 
city said on Tuesday the knee-length shorts, 
worn as frequently on the street as in the pool, 
pollute water and endanger public health. 

The more swimmers wear, the dirtier the 
water, they said. (Reuter) 


Drug Sales: A Swiss daily on Wednesday 
asked if Geneva had not become an 'open- 
market' for drug sales considering the ease of 
availability of 'soft' drugs (like hashish) in the 
city. 


The Tribune de Geneve said that every day 
several hundred of grammes of canabis are sold 
in certain focal points of the city, with tlx police 
often lending a blind eye to such transactions. 
(Kuna) 


Air traffic: The Association of European 
Airlines said on Tuesday overal pawng i-r traf- 
fic on its 21 member airlines showed a strong 
start to the holiday season with an 11.5 percent 
rise in May compared with May, 1989. 

The best results were seen on Far Eastern and 
Australian routes where passenger traffic rose 
14 per cent in May to the highest level in 31 
months, the AEA said. (AP) 

• * * 


Electronic dictionary: Thanks to an 
electronic dictionary, the French blind can now 
access 250,000 pages of information at the 
touch of a button. 

For the first time, the 400,000-word laser-disc 
dictionary includes a Braille keyboard and 
screen-reader. It was put out by France's 
Hachette Publishing House with help from 
Dutch company Philips. (Reuter) 


Belgian resident arrested: Customs 

officials at this border post arrested a Moroccan 
on Tuesday for trying to smuggle 10 kilogram- 
mes (22 pounds) of heroin into the country. 

A customs official identified the -alleged 
smuggler as Zedahin Ferin, 58, a motor 
mechanic, resident of Antwerp, Belgium. He 
said that Ferin was travelling with a Belgian 
passport but also was found to be carrying a 
Moroccan and an American passport (AP) 


Art smuggling ring: Italian police 
uncovered an international network of art 


smugglers and recovered more than 1,500 
ancient vases, coins, statuettes and other items 
worth millions of dollars, Italian news media 
said. 

The antiquities, many in near-perfect condi- 
tion, had been disappearing from 
archaeological digs in Tuscany and southern 
Italy, the state-owned Rai television network 
reported. (AP) 
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Indonesia censors article: The latest 
Far Eastern Economic Review was released 
Wednesday from a three-day bold by govern- 
ment censors, whocut three pages about Indon- 


esia. 

One of the mi; 


One of the missing stories chronicles signals 
by railiiaiy leaders that they might back a new 
man for president in 1992-93. when President 

Suharto's fifth term expires. (UPI) 

• • * 


Retece holding centre: To stop push- 
backs into the open seas, a key US lawmaker 
called for a holding centre to be set up for boat 
people, saying such a centre was the only way to 
preserve the policy of first asylum. 

Congressman Stephen Solara, chairman of 
the House Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific 
Affairs, said boat people determined to be econ- 


omic migrants — not political refugees entitled 
to resettlement in tbe West —could live in such a 
centre until they deckle to return to Vietnam. 
(UPI> 


Sntrisno calls for unity: Armed forces 
commander Gen. Try Sutrisno appealed for 
unity in Indonesia's strongly Islamic western 
province of Aceh, where up to 20 people have 
died in guerrilla strikes by extremists in the last 
three weeks. 

Sutrisno’s visit to Aceh follows a series of 
attacks launched by members of the security 
disturbance movement, or GPK. He said in an 
earlier interview that Indonesia is investigating 
reports that the extremists might be trained in 
Libya. (UPI) 


‘Culling’ plans suspended 


Languishing m jail: A Malay sianyouth. 
convicted for drug trafficking as a juvenile, has 
been languishing in police station lock-up for 
the last five years, according to a report here 
today. 

Nobody knows how long he will be there. Or 
what lies ahead for him. 

The report said the youth has been in tbe lock- 
up since be was 15 years old. He has shared tbe 
overcrowded lock-up most times with suspec- 
ted drug addicts and even dangerous criminals 
waiting to be charge d. (Kuna) 


The South African government said on Wed- 
nesday It had suspended plans to slaughter 
30,000 seals for dog food after protests from 
animal lovers Including French film star Brigitte 
Bardot. 

"In the light of misgivings about the 
procedure, the culling will be temporarily susp- 
ended," said Environment and Water Affairs 
Minister GertKotze. 

"The culling of wild animals is always 
unpleasant, but unfortunately cannot always 
be avoided," Kotze told state-run radio from 
Portugal, where he is on an official visit 


A Taiwanese firm plans to dub to death 25,000 
seal cubs and shoot 5,500 adult bulls off the 
west coast, starting in mid-July. It Is paying 20 
cents (eight US cents) for each seal it kills. 

The meat would be used for dog food and the 
bulls' genitalia for oriental aphrodisiacs. 

Environmentalist groups denounced the plan 
as barbaric and threatened law suits to have it 
stopped. 

Bardot, former screen sex symbol turned 
environmentalist, said she would visit South 
Africa to try to stop the slaughter. (Reuter wire- 
photo) 


Flood, typhoon kill 31: The second 

typhoon in a week has bit China’s coastal 
province of Fujian, killing at least nine people, 


In nearby Hunan, 22 people were killed when 
the province was hit by several days of torrential 
rain, the paper said. 

. The rainstorms, which ended Monday, also 
caused 4,430 buildings and 9,500 water con- 
servancy facilities to collapse and flooded 
1 10,000 hectares (272,000 acres) of farmland, it 
said. (AP) ... .. ^, 
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As man y 

as tbreemmafes and two guards were lolled m a 
riot at Chichuafaua state penitentiary on Tues- 
day that authorities said was eng in eered by 
armed escape plotters. 

About 30 prisoners escaped, including con- 
victed murderers and drug traffickers. Most of 
the escapee s had been reported recaptured by 
late Tuesday. 


Reports conflicted on the number of convicts 
who fled, were killed and injured at the prison 


Tuesday afternoon . 

The facility, which held 1,200 prisoner*, was 


reported calm Tuesday night. 


agency Excelsior reported. (. 


.*** 


Gone with the floods 


Missing rights worker: US Ambas- 
sador Anthony Quainton is looking into the 
fate of Guadalupe Ccalocunto, a human rights 
worker kidnap pe d from her home in Lima 24 
days ago by hooded men in military uniforms, a 
US embassy spokesman said Tuesday. 

The amba ssador declined to discuss the case. 

Press Immaticmaitliat Quainton was looking 
into the fate of the musing woman, whose 
husband similarly was kidnapped and “disap- 
peared” several yean ago. 


The second storey of a house is carried away and smashed against a dump truck due to strong floods 
caused by torrential rainstorms In Ichlnomiya, Japan's southern island of Kyushu on Monday. 24 people 
have been killed and 30,000 houses wrecked in the last three day's. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Quainton “has made inquiries and has con- 
sulted high officials and functionaries' of the 





(Peruvian) government on the matter, demon- 
strating his concern,” Bigler said. (UPI) 


Caban Aids i 

top Aids specialist] 


u Cuba’s 


testing and isolation policies have reduced £ 


mead of the disease on the Caribbean Island 
the sexual behaviour of some young Cubans is 
still dangerously promiscuous. 

Deputy Health Minister Hecto r Terry sai d on 
state television on Monday night that Cuba up 
-to last Thursday had registered 458 carriers of 
the acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
(Aids) virus, a tiny fraction of its more than 10 
million population. 

In the most frank Cuban media report on 

















Opening up 


A man takes a walk through the former death strip on Tuesday. Since the currency union between 
East and West Germany got Info force the East German government Is going to open about 
hundred streets In Berlin which were closed for 29 years. (Reuter wirpehoto) 



indicating the prime minister knew a former 
cabinet member was contemplating suicide and 
took no action to stop him. 

In the second day of Lee’s slander trial 
against J.B, Jeyareinam, secretary-general of 
the Worker's Flirty, Lee said Jeyaretnam was 
“defiant and uncompromising" in refusing to 
withdraw remarks made at an election rally 
speech in August 1988. 

It was the second time in nine months that Lee 
has taken the witness stand in Singapore's High 
Court. In a libel case last November, thejustices 
ruled the Far Eastern Economic Review had 
made deliberate and malicious attacks on the 
prime minister's reputation and ordered the 


Hong Kong-based magazine to pay Lee 
Si 1 5,000. (UP!) 


A three-man forensic team from the army’s 
central identification laboratory in Hawaii 
made the findings when they were in Kuala 
Lumpur on June 16 and 17, she said. 

The team Includes a forensic anthropologist 
and a photographer. (UPI) 

* • • 

Court rules equal rights: Japan took a 

step closer to equal rights for women in the 
workplace Wednesday when a Tokyo court 
ruled that women cannot be denied promotions 
based solely on gender. 

The Tokyo district court ordered a govern- 
ment-affiliated agency to pay 5640,000 in back 
salary to 18 women who sued the agency 
because they were denied promotions despite 
having the same qualifications as promoted 
men. 

Wednesday's ruling marks the first time a 
Japanese court has stated in principle that 
promotions should be made without sexual 
prejudice. (UPI) 

• • * 


bodygX aCC,dCnta,ly fired b * thrir 

H P rado Serpa Uribe and 
lus wife learned about it at first hand Monday. 

Thar bodyguard dropped ha weapon at a 
®?^aiy airport outride Bogota, discharging a 

smge tet-that tebothK’SriteSis 
swd a presidential spokesman. Gabriel 
Gutierrez. (Reuter) 

* • m 


Soldiers deactivated 




In other violence 


Remains include women: skeletons or 
several women were found among those said to 
have been the remains of up to 30 US soldiers 
discovered on a boat carrying Vietnamese 
refugees. 

US Embassy press information officer Mary 
Allen Gilroy suid, "it had been determined that 
some of the remains were those of women but 
we are unable to provide an exact figure." 


Committed to peaceful solution; 

The Khmer Rouge, claiming significant gains 


on the battlefield and growing support among 
ordinary Cambodians, said it was still commit- 
ted to a peaceful solution to the war. 

The guerrillas' clandestine radio said os 
Tuesday the peace proposal it made last week 
was a major concession toward ending the 1 1- 
yearconfliet between a United Nations-recogn- 
ised coalition and a government installed and 
backed by Vietnam. (Reuter) 

* • * \ 
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MIPEAST 

Israel’s 

Labour 

1 '■'•••. ; 

seeks new 
leader 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, 

J uly 4, (Reuter): Israel's battered 
Labour Party has taken tbe first 
step towards a leadership battle 
that could oust its leader Shimon 
Peres in favour of former head 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

The party’s constitutional 
committee rued yesterday that 
there was no legal impediment to 
a party congress choosing a new 
leader and left it to a meetin g of 
the Labour executive bureau 
scheduled for- tomorrow- to 
decide the next move. 

“We deliver all these issues to 
be decided by the central body of 
the party’ ... the door is open to 
those who seek something new,” 
committee chairman David 
Libai told reporters. 

Analysts expected the 
executive bureau to n«mg a date 
for the 1,400 central committee 
members to vote on whether 
there should be a change in the 
leadership. 

The party went into opposi- 
tion when its coalition with 
Likud Party Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak. Shamir fell apart in March. 
Peres failed to ■ form a 1 govern- 
ment with religious parties, pav- 
ing the way for a right-wing 
coalition Jed by Shamir 

Rabin, the most popular can- 
didate for prime minister accord- 
ing to opinion polls, said Labour 
should, require any party leader 
to resign if hfe lasts two elections. 

' Peres has failed to win. a blear 
victory -hr’ four 1 ejections since ' ‘ 

, ' 9 \KA bt. .-^qisiUrj . 

Petes is r party cfealffhan - arid ; 

. candidate for prime minister for 
th y tt ft rp fti grc 
■ scheduled toe 



deKg&tef atten 
committee session, but 701 votes 
are needed to replace him as can- 
didate for the nation's top job, 
regardless of how - many 
delegates are present 

Labour-appointed ambas- 
sador to Egypt Shimon Shamir 
resigned yesterday, saying he was 
at odds with the new bard-right 
. government’ r 

; Former- Dofenee -Midis tor -Y4t-~ 
1 zhffc ^'R < ybVn’ lL ^»a 

» o PJ «efti«ff ! 

force early elections iiT Israel to 
revive peace talks and prevent a 
rise of extremism in the Arab 
world. 

Rabin, said peace moves had 
halted since Shamir formed a 
rightwing government last 
month. 

The next elections are not 
required until 1992 but Labour 
must “try to bring down in a 
lawful way the government of 
rsrael and to call for new elec- 
tions.” Rabin told a news con- 
ference. 

Cyprus 
bid to 


‘Arms proliferation may deter Mideast war’ 

Carter remarks in Philadelphia, suggests serious peace talks 


PHILADELPHIA, July 4, (Reuter): Former US 
president Jimmy Carter said yesterday, that the 
proliferation of chemical and nuclear weapons in 
tile Middle East may deter a new war in that trou- 
bled region. 

“If a conflict does break out and a cross-border 
• strike occurs, it is highly likely that chemical warfare 
or a chemical response would be used,” said Carter, 


who stated there was no doubt several Mideast 
countries had chemical weapons and that Israel 
possessed nuclear arms. 

“This is a tragedy on the one hand, but on the 
other hand it might play a deterrent role since 
leaders might realise that cross-border strikes or 
invasions of another country’s territory might result 
in a more catastrophic response than has previously 


been the case.” 

Carter, who was in Philadelphia to receive an 
award, made his remarks in an interview with local 
reporters. 

Tensions in the Middle East were heightened by a 
recent threat by Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to 
“scorch half of Israel” with chemical weapons if 
Israel attacks an Arab country. 


Carter, who as president mediated the Camp 
David peace accord between Israel and Egypt, said 
be has never considered Saddam “as playing a key 
role in bringing about peace." 

He said the best way to check Saddam was to 
break what he called tbe current Mideast diplomatic 
stalemate through serious peace talks. 



jimmy Carter 


Moscow demands 
serious guarantees 

Vorontsov warns Israel of settling in held areas 


MOSCOW, July 4, (Kona): Moscow will halt the Soviet Jewish 
emigration to Israel if the Israeli government fails to offer serious 
guarantees that immigrants would not be settled in occupied Arab 
territories, according to a senior Soviet official. 

The Kremlin's permanent United Nations envoy Yuli Vorontsov, in 
an interview with Kuna, stressed that President Mikhail Gor bachev 
could not be more serious when. he warned Israel against settling new 
waves of immigrants in tbe occupied West Bank and fia? a Strip. 

Vorontsov noted that any such action on the part of the Soviet Union 



jA raanprg ue& wffftif JJr’dTip WJ^^crgdempnatratoris protesting the number of 
:*AratJ>ouths jailed. in' occupied Jerusalem. The group says that T .309 Arab 
^iyootfihlsfte in a SfiyouthshHve beenWHedsince the start of ., 

avui&ui ) ^ y^ aiia32morith8 aQQ.(Rfluter-wkephoto) ... . • . . 

Israel may free 
Shiite prisoners 

Jewish officer meets Lahd 


join 


BRUSSELS. July 4, (Reuter): 
Cyprus applied today to join the 
European Economic Commun- 
ity but EEC diplomats said it was 
unlikely the island WQuld .be. 
admitted so long as it remained 
politically divided. 

Cypriot Foreign Minister 
George Iacovou submitted a for- 
mal membership application to 
Italian Foreign Minister Gianni 
de Michelis. who chairs the EEC 
Council of Ministers, Cypriot 
diplomats in Brussels said. 

The application will be passed 
on to the EEC's executive com- 
missi on for consideration. The 
commission has said the com- 
munity should not consider 
accepting new members until 
after 1992, when it aims to have 
completed its single internal 
market. 

EEC diplomats said the 
island's political status was likely 
- to bean obstacle to membership. 
"It would be impossible to con- 
sider an application without 
clarification of what would hap- 
pen to the situation in Cyprus,” 
one diplomat said. 

Cyprus has been divided since 
■1974 when Turkey invaded foll- 
owing a short-lived coup in 
Nicosia engineered by the 
military junta then ruling 
Greece. 

■ Turkish Premier Yildirim 
Akbulut will meet with the new 
Greek leader Constantine Mit- 
sotakis for the first time on 
Friday during a Nato summit in 
London. 

Akbulut today flew to London 
to attend the . summit, which 
starts tomorrow. 

The Turkish premier said he 
wished during the mee ting that 
Greece would show its. willing- 
ness to start a serious dialogue to 
seek solution to bilateral 
problems without- citing- any 
preconditions. 





Protest 


BEIRUT, July 4, (AP): An 
Israeli army officer was quoted 
yesterday as saying that some of 
tbe 300 inmates held in south 
Lebanon may be freed soon, a 
key demand of Shiite Muslim 
Factions holding Western hos- 
tages. 

Voice of the South, a radio 
station controlled by tbe Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army 
militia, said the remark was 
made by Brig. Gen. Zeev Zak- 
harin. It identified him as an 
officer in Israel's north front 
command. 

A military source in Tel Aviv 
identified Zakharfn as chief 
liaison to Lebanon. 

The source, who requested 
anonymity, said what is under 
consideration is a “traditional” 
release of inmates on the 
occasion of Islam's three-day 
holiday of Eid Ai Adha which 
began Monday. The source 
would give no other details. 

Voice of the South, said Zak- 
harin toured Israel’s self-desig- 
nated “security zone” with Maj. 
Gen. Antoine Lahd, a retired 
Lebanese Army officer who 


heads the 3,000-strong SLA. 

The broadcast added that 
Zakharin met on bis tour with 
“Lebanese notables.” 

He told them Israel would 
soon consider tbe issue of the 
inmates at Kbiyam, in the 
security zone, and “possibly 
release some of them,” the 
broadcast said. It gave no other 
details. 

Pro- Iranian fundamentalists 
holding most of the 16 Western 
hostages have demanded the 
release of these prisoners. 

The Khiyam inmates are being 
held on suspicion of involvement 
in or support of a commando 
warfare seeking to oust the 
Israelis from Lebanon. . . 

They were captured in sweeps 
after Israel carved out the 440- 
squaresmile (1,100-square km) 
security zone in 1985, ostensibly 
to guard against cross-border 
commando raids. 

The strip is policed jointly by 
the SLA and 1 ,000 Israeli troops. 

The hostages are six 
Americans, four Britons, two 
West Germans, two Swiss, an 
Italian and an Iri shman . 


will be “complex” from a legal point of view but he believed the Soviet 
public would appreciate the legitimacy of the action. 

Vorontsov, who talked to Kuna yesterday on the sideline of the 
ongoing Soviet Communist Party's 28th congress, added that Moscow 
views assurances from Israeli Housing Minister Ariel Sharon as not 
serious enough. 

He recalled that Gorbachev has demanded guarantees to this effect 
from the whole Israel government. ■ 

The Soviet official underscored the need for Moscow to work 

together with Arab countries and 
the United States as to make 
Washington clear the way for 
Soviet Jews wanting to go to the 
United States. 

He described the US tigjit res- 
trictions on the emigration of 
Soviet Jews to the United States 
as deliberate obstacles. 

Vorontsov indicated that 
Moscow was in direct contact 
with Israel over the immigration 
issue and pointed out that Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze will soon discuss 
the matter with Israeli officials at 
the United Nations. 

Commenting on other 
Mideast development, the Soviet 
official faulted the United States 
for having baited its dialogue 
with the Palestine Liberation 


Arabs 
urged 
to stop 
rhetoric 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, 
July 4, (AP): IsraeTs chief of 
military inteffigeace called on 
Arab nations yesterday to tone 
down the threats before they 
became prisoners of their own 
rhetoric. 

“Words do hare an influence,” 
Geu Amnon Shahah said at a 
press conference for foreigojour- 
oaJists. 

; Shahak';S statement came as ; 
; tensions .between Israel - and, its 1 
: Ariib neighbours were growing. • 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein has repeatedly threatened to 
use binary chemical weapons 
against the Jewish state in retalia- 
tion for any Israeli attack on an 
Arab country. 

Libyan leader Moammar 
Khaddafi, a longstanding enemy 
of Israel, is reported to be bmkting 
a second chemical factory. 

“Iraqi and Isaeti citizens listen 
to Iraqi threats, and these do have 
an influence,” Shahak sahL 

SaddanTs threats of using bin- 
ary chemical weapons started a 
campaign to prepare gas masks 
for distribution to every Israeli 
citizen. 

Jordan’s King Hussein pressed 
Arab states at the Baghdad sum- 
mit in May for financial support to 
bottress hts army against Israel. 

However, Shahak said reports 
that Israel, Syria and Iraq were on 
military alert were exaggerations. 

“There is no red-light situation 
in the region,” he said, but con- 
ceded that “perhaps we are in a 
situation of a green light turning 
yellow.” 

He said governments in the 
region were deliberately raising 
tensions in onter to create a sensa- 
tion of crisis. 

“These nations can then ask for 
foreign intervention in the 
region,” be said, referring to 
reports that Arab nations would 
like the United States to pressure 
Israel into a more conciliatory 
position in hs conflict with the 
Palestinians. 

Shahak also addressed the 
deadlocked situation of the Wes- 
tern hostages believed held in 
Lebanon by radical Islamic Shiite 
groups. 


Organisation. 

More specifically he believed 
the American move was a “man- 
oeuvre” that Washington will 
soon-find'-ttself forced to back 

■ Finland Foreign Minister 
Pertti Paasio said yesterday that 
Soviet Jews could begin next - 
week to emigrate to Israel via 
Finland. 

“The Finnish government sees 
no obstacles to the transit of 
Soviet Jews to Israel or any other 
country via Finland,” Paasio 
said at a news conference after a 
special cabinet meeting. 

■ The PLO has expressed 
shock and disappointment at 
Finland's decision to allow tran- 
sit flights of Soviet Jews emigrat- 
ing to Israel. 

. “This immigration is- a 
military action against the Pales- 
tinian people, that Finland sup- 
ports,” the PLO's Finnish 
representative Zubeir Al Wazir 
said in a statement issued follow- 
ing the Finnish decision. 

■ Israeli-backed militiamen 
killed three Arab commandos in 
South Lebanon outside the buf- 
fer zone set up to guard Israel’s 
northern border, the am 
maud said today. 

■ The PLO is currently study- 
ing tbe possibility of taking a 
resolution to transfer its head 
offices from Tunis to Cairo foll- 
owing tbe transfer of tbe Arab 
League premises to Egypt later 
this year, press reports said in 
London today. 

■ Israel army command said 
yesterday they had uncovered 
several gangs identifying with 
George Habash’s Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine. 


army com- 


Bekaa schools 'closed for opium season’ 

Principals, teachers and students busy poppy-picking 


BAALBEK. Lebanon, July 4, (AP): Spr- 
ing is poppy-picking time, and schools 
around this ancient Roman city put up 
signs reading “dosed for the opium 
season." 

Principals, teachers and students go into 
the fields of east Lebanon’s fertile Bekaa 
valley to harvest the “afyoon." the opium 
poppies whose sap is the base for heroin 
sold in the United States, Europe and the 
Middle East. 

“We have to make a living,” said a 
school principal working in the fields, who 
identified himself only as Hussein. “How 
can I support a family of six on 50,000 
pounds ($80) a month?" 

The Bekaa once was the breadbasket of 
Lebanon, but traditional agriculture has 
given way to more profitable crops. 

About 20,000 Bekaa residents, includ- 
ing 70fr students as young as 8, earn S4 a 
day each for harvesting the sap from pop- 
pies during the month-long season. 

Farmers said 40,000 kilogrammes 


(88,000 pounds) of the extract would be 
refined this year into 4,000 kilogrammes 
(8,800 pounds) of heroin worth hundreds 
of millions of dollars at street prices in the 
United States. 

Burma, the world’s leading opium 
producer, is expected to harvest at least 40 
times as much as Lebanon. 

Sources in Baalbek said there were up to 
10 heroin-procession laboratories in the 
Bekaa, three run by Frenchmen. They said 
several Westerners were seen regularly at 
the homes of the area's drug dealers. 

The Bekaa has long been a major source 
of narcotics. For years, it produced large 
quantities of high-grade hashish that 
Lebanon's private armies, Christian and 
Muslim, smuggled to make money for 
weapons. 

After 15 years of civil war, the central 
government has become almost powerless 
to curb the drug trade and hashish has 
given way to opium. 

Fanners said hashish, made from 


marijuana, was less profitable and more 
difficult to transport because of its greater 
bulk. 

Growers can sell a kilogramme (2.2 
pounds) of opium extract for $100 to the 
clans who run the narcotics business in the 
Bekaa, but a kilo of hashish fetches only $8 
to S20 depending on quality. 

Farmers in Baalbek said this year's yield 
was their best yet. which reduced the price 
of raw opium to half the $200 a 
kilogramme ($90 a pound) it brought last 
year. 

Drug-dealing clans have long-standing 
links to the militias and to the Syrians, who 
occupy the Bekaa, so the civil war rarely 
touches the valley. The clans sell heroin to 
major drug cartels for about $350,000 a 
kilogramme ($1 60,000 a pound). 

Western narcotics agencies say the 
Lebanese heroin trade is worth about $1 .4 
billion a year, but banking sources in Wes- 
tern Europe, where much of the drug 
money is laundered, give estimates of up to 
-55 billion. 



Feeling vulnerable: The principal concern of 
the Palestinians in the occupied territories today is 

the feeling of vulnerability resulting from lack of 
protection, Jcan-Claude Aime told tbe United 

Nations secretary general in Geneva Wednesday. 

As the personal representative of the secretary 
general to look into the situation in the occupied 
territories, necessitated by the worsening conditions 
following tbe black Sunday massacre of May 20. 
Aime's mission to Israel and the occupied territories 
lasted from June 22 to July 1. (Kuna) 

* • * 

Iranians monrn death Tbe families of victims 
of an Iran Air passenger plane shot down by a US 
warship over the Gulf two years ago. threw bouquets 
of flowers onto the water at the site to mourn their 
dead Tuesday, Tehran radio said. 

In a report from Bandar Abbas, in the Strut of 
Hormoz, the radio said ceremonies were held on 
board several vessels which sailed to a point 5 miles (8 
km) south of Hen gam Island in the Gulf where the 
plane was shot down. 

All 290 people on board the Iran Air A-300 airbus 
were kilted July 3, 1988 when the USS Vincennes, • 
which was in tbe vicinity at the height of the 8-year 
Iran-Iraq war, fired missiles at the passenger plane, 
mistaking it fora military aircraft (UPI) 

j: More than two years 
after the downing of the Iranian airliner by American 
forces in the Gulf, an Iranian official has said (hat his 
government has not received reparations for the 
families of the airliner's victims. 

Radio Tehran quoted director-general of Iran Air- 
ways in a press conference as saying that his govern- 
ment wiD continue to follow up this issue with the 
International Court in the Hague. 

The Reagan administration admitted that the 
US Navy mistakenly shot down the Iranian airliner 
and promised to compensate the victims' families. 
The administration, however, said thatit wiD not give 
tbe money to the Iranian government but rather will 
find other channels to send the money to tbe victims' 
families. (Kuna) 

* • * 

Israeli-East Goman ties: East Germany 
and Israel, undettered by imminent German unifica- 
tion, are to hold further talks on establishing 
diplomatic relations following a third round of meet- 
ings in the Danish capital. 

“The atmosphere was very cordial, the talks are to 
continue,” Israeli ambassador Amos Ganor told 
Reuters on Wednesday. “There are a few hurdles stiD 
to be overcome, but there is not far to go.” (Reuter) 

• • * 

. 3 Pales tinians lraieH; ThT*»P »legt«iiiin cnm. 
mandos were killed overnight by a landmine when 
they tried to infiltrate Israeli- 
' south Lebanon, security sources said on Wednesday. 


Hezbollah 

Swapping offer 

HAMBURG, West Germany. July 4, (AP): A 
leading news magazine said yesterday that two 
West Germans held hostage in Beirut could be 
released immediately if two Shiite Muslims impr- 
isoned in West Germany are freed. 

The Hamburg-based Stern magazine quoting 
Hezbollah leader. Hussein Mou&awi. also said 
terrorist attacks and kidnappings carried out 
against Israel and Western countries were inten- 
ded to defend Palestinian territory. 

According to an excerpt of the' report. Mous- 
awi told Stern that West German hostages, Hein- 
rich Struebig and Thomas Kemptner, missing 
since May 16. 1989. are being held by members of 
the Hamadi family in Beirut. 

Mohammed Ali Hamadi is serving a life sen- 
tence for the hijackingofa TWA airliner to Beirut 
op a flight from Athens to Rome in June I985and 
killing a US sailor on the plane. 


i-controDed territory i 
Wednesday 

They said the three, from the mainly Sunni Muslim 
rea of Sid on, tried to infiltrate the Christian town of 
Jezzine, controlled by the pro-Israeli South Lebanon 
Army militia. 

The security sources said the commandos were 
equipped with automatic weapons and hand gren- 
ades. It was not immediately known to which faction 
they belonged. (Reuter) 


Assad expresses hope: Syrian President 

Hafez Al Assad has expressed his hope that good 
Syrian-US relations will serve the issue of establish- 
ing a just and comprehensive peace in the Middle 
East. 

This came in a cable sent by Assad today to US 
President George Bush on the eve of the July 4 
Independence Day of tbe United States. 

Meanwhile. President Bush sent a congratulatory 
cable today to the Syrian president on the occasion of 
Eid Al Adha (feast of sacrifice) festival. (Kuna) 

* I • 

Begin well after surgery: Former Israeli 
prime minister M enaction Begin was recovering nor- 
mally in an occupied Jerusalem hospital after a two- 
hour operation to repair a fractured hip on Tuesday, 
a spokesman said. 

The reclusive Begin. 76, was hurt in a fall in his 
home. Doctors said his heart and lungs were sound 
and such fractures were common among men of his 
age. Hcmsexpected to remain in hospital for several 
weeks. 

He spent two weeks in hospital in May recovering 
from pneumonia. (Reuter) 

* • • 

France-Iraq ties low: A French newspaper 
Wednesday claimed French-Iraqi relations have 
been at a low point due to instructions by the Elysce 
Palace. ... ... 

The "Canard Enchainc” weekly newspaper said 
while Franco- Iranian relations are growing steadily, 
ties with Iraq have been at a stalemate since Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein threatened to hit back at 
Israel should it attack Arab countries. (Kuna) 

* * * 

Israeli doctors extend strike: Israeli doc- 
tors demanding higher wages decided to extend 
industrial action after a strike on Tuesday, and Other 
major unions threatened to call a general strike in 
solidarity. (Reuter) 


Sudan 
warned 
of revolt, 
violence 


LONDON. July 4. (Reuter): A 
former Sudanese minister said m 
remarks published today that 
opposition to Khartoum’s 
military rulers could grow into 
armed struggle and involve the 
army itself. 

“If the present regime ... con- 
tinues to use violence and 
oppression, violence will only 
beget violence. Armed struggle 
will spread.” said Mubarak Al 
Mahai, interior minister in the 
government ousted by a military 
coup a year ago. 

“I think that if this regime con- 
tinues in its practices it will make 
the Sudanese army itself revolt, 
in other garrisons if not in Khar- 
toum. The army would split 
then,” Al Mahdi told the Lon- 
don-based Arabic newspaper Al 
Hayar. 

In a thinly veiled threat, he said 

rebcfsFof the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) joined 
a national democratic alliance 
grouping former parties dis- 
solved by the military leaders. 

General Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir seized power from an elec- 
ted government in a coup in June 
1989, vowing to stop corruption, 
end the civil war in the south and 
reform an ailing economy. 

Al Mahdi said political leaders 
of the alliance had agreed that 
armed opposition was legitimate, 
“because the other side is carry- 
ing arms against civilians and 
other political forces.” 


Toll lesser 
than feared 


Figures exaggerated: Iran 


NICOSIA, July 4, (Reuter): 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said today after tour- 
ing quake-hit northwest Iran 
that the death toll was below 
34,000. lower than first feared. 

Rafsanjani also said the 
humanitarian aid rushed by 
foreign countries to help quake 
victims would ‘naturally affect' 
Iran's policies towards them. 

“It seems the death toll should 
be lower than the figure of 
34,000-35,000 which was given," 
he told Tehran Radio. 

“The figures were somewhat 
exaggerated in tbe villages. On 
closer inspection we have found 
casualties to be fewer and 
material damage greater (than 
what we originally thought).” 

His estimate contradicted one 
earlier in the day by Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayali. 
who told the UN Economic and 
Social Council (Ecosoc) in Gen- 
eva that 50,000 people were 
thought to have died in thequake 
on June 21. 

Speaking after a day-long lour 
of stricken areas in Zanjan 
province, Rafsanjani said Iran's 
biggest need was construction 
material to build shelter for some 
half a million peoplemade home- 
less by the quake. 

In the last authoritative count 
a week ago, the head of Iran's 
Red Crescent Seifoltah Vahid 
Dastjerdi told a news conference 
in Tehran that 4,000 bodies had 


been recovered in Zanjan and 
35.000 to 36,000 in Gilan. 

Rafsanjani said with tbe emer- 
gency relief operations largely 
over, the big task was to replace 
more than 100,000 homes des- 
troyed by thequake. 

“Tbe big need which has to be 
somehow procured from abroad 
is building materials. If someone 
wants to help our people with 
such material we will accept 
naturally.” he said. 

Scores of foreign countries, 
including such traditional 
enemies of Iran as the United 
States, Iraq and Saudi Arabia, 
sent emergency relief supplies for 
the quake victims. 

Asked about media reports 
linking the aid to a possible shift 
in Iran's policies, Rafsanjani said 
it was natural for countries to 
help each other in major disa- 
sters. 

“If they mean that the aid 
affects the relations, well, when 
compassion is shown it does 
naturally affect (the relations) 
and I admit iL 

“But if they mean that there 
are strings attached and some- 
thing is imposed on the aid- 
receiver. this is nonsense.” 

Private aid organisations 
which sent teams ana supplies to 
help Iranian earthquake victims 
are protesting moves by the 
French government to capitalise 
on their efforts. 


‘British ties separate from Rushdie death order’ 


GENEVA. June 4, (Reuter): Iran's death order 
against British author Salman Rushdie still stands 
but the issue is separate from Iran's diplomatic 
relations with Britain, Iranian-Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayali said today. 

He made clear m subsequent remarks, however, 
that Iran did link the two questions and did not 
intend to restore diplomatic ties unless Britain con- 
demned Rushdie’s book “The Satanic Verses " 
which Iran views as an insult to Islam. 

“We have to separate these two issues, this Rush- 
die issue and Iranian-British relations,” Velayati 
told a news conference during a visit to the United 


Nations European headquarters. 

The late Iranian spiritual leader. Ayatollah 
Khomeini, last year ordered Muslims around the 
world to put Rushdie to death. 

“What our late imam issued was an Islamic ver- 
dict which is not changeable and which is still valid,” 
Velayati said, adding tftal the order was approved 
by all 46 members of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference. 

He said the Foreign Ministry was bound by a law 
passed Iasi year by the Iranian Parliament which set 
conditions for the resumption of ties. 
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MOH to ensure optimum health services 


Utilities to be well staffed and supplied 


THE Ministry of Health has formulated a 
comprehensive plan to supply hospitals 
and health centres with their total 
requirements of specialised cadres, includ- 
ing the state-of-the art medical equipment. 

According top priority to medical 
needs, Faisal A1 Dousairi, the public rela- 
tions director at the Ministry, said that no 
el forts are spared to ensure optimum 


health services in the state. 

He added that although all health 
utilities in Kuwait receive the same con- 
cern and attention accorded to the Sabah 
Health Area, the latter comprises a num- 
ber of specialised hospitals and centres and 
is considered a complete medical city. The 
ministry seeks to develop this area to offer 
all specialised medical services and to be a 


centre of health research. 

Highly specialised surgeries are being 
conducted in Kuwait successfully and the 
success rates achieved by these specialised 
centres compare very favourably with 
those of international hospitals in the 
world, Dousari said 

He pointed out that the Sabah Hospital, 
last year attended to 404,397 outpatients. 


with 20.552 patients being admitted to 
different wards, a total of 23,307 different 
surgeries were undertaken during the same 
period. Jbn Sina Hospital 'dispensed 
medical services to 164,384 outpatients 
and admitted 7,776 patients in its various 
wards. A total of 7,338 surgeries were also 
conducted during the same period, the 
official said. 


Haj tragedies 


Muslim 

faithful 

undeterred 


CAIRO, July 4. (Reuter): 
Taught that death at Islam's 
holiest shrines is a ticket to 
paradise, millions of Muslims 
flock to Saudi Arabia every year 
undeterred by haj Lragedies. 

Witnesses said many pilgrims 
were killed on Monday in a stam- 
pede in the AJ Muaissem tunnel 
leading to Mina near Mount 
Arafat where the Prophet 
Mohammed (PBUH) preached 
his last sermon 14 centuries ago. 

The tragedy at the height of 
this year's haj (pilgrimage) 
follows bombings, riots, shoot- 
ing and intense political wran- 
gling associated with this key fes- 
tival of the Muslim faithful. 

But these events rarely Louch 
the vast majority of pilgrims, 
often frail and elderly, who have 
saved throughout their working 
lives to make the pilgrimage 
demanded of Muslims at least 
once in a lifetime. 

They face the rigors of the 
journey to Holy Makkah and the 
exhausting physical demands 
and threa t of dehydration as they 
pace the parched land. 

This year temperatures hit 43 
degrees Centigrade (109 Fahren- 
heit) as a sea of white-robed 
faithful trudged 11 km (seven 
miles) from Holy Makkah to 
Mount Arafat alter the ritual 
Tawaf — circling seven times 
around the Kabaa at the heart of 
Makkah's Grand Mosque. 

Some 1.5 million Muslim men 
and women converged on Arafat 
in Sunday's climax of the annual 


pilgrimage, bareheaded and say- 
ing aloud “AUahu Akbar' 


(God 


mg 2 

is Great). 

At sunrise on Monday and 
shortly before the tunnel 
tragedy, pilgrims ritually stoned 
three markers representing 
satan, who is believed to have 
appeared in the days of the 
patriarch Abraham. 

Three new slaughterhouses 
butchered up to half a million 
sheep, goats and cattle for Eid A1 
Adha (the Feast of the Sacrifice) 
which marks the end of the pil- 
grimage. 

Oil-rich Saudi Arabia is pour- 
ing $6.4 billion into schemes for 
making the Haj secure and safe 
for its guests. 

It also ferries thousands of 
poor pilgrims freeoFchargeon its 
fleet of jumbo jets, gives medical 
care, supplies running water for 
tented cities, constructs sun- 
shades. distributes free 
umbrellas and millions or bottles 
of cold water. 

Saudi Arabian security is 
light. Helicopters hover. Armed 
soldiers abound. Uniformed 
police help Islamic guides direct 
the pilgrim flow. Ambulance 
crews are on standby. Plain- 
clothes security men mingle 
ready for the slightest sign of 
unrest. 

Despite all these efTorls 
tragedies still occur and hun- 
dreds die each year from old age. 
sunstroke and the occasional 
epidemics. 

In 1987, 400 mainly Iranian 
pilgrims were killed, incla- 
shes with Saudi security' forces 
during anti-Western protests. 

Last year, bombs exploded 
near Holy Makkah killing one 
pilgrim and wounding 1 6. 

About 250 armed 
Muslim extremists took over the 
Grand Mosque in Holy Makkah 
in November 1979. Over 100 of 
them and 127 Saudi troops were 
killed in a two week siege. But 
this was not during the main pil- 
grimage season. 

In the Islamic world. King 
Fahd’s prestige is largely linked 
to maintenance of the shrines 
and the conduct of the Haj. 

Aware of this responsibility 
King Fahd prefers the title “Cus- 
todian of the Two Holy 
Mosques”, a reference to the 
Grand Mosques in Makkah and 
Medina. 


The deaths of pilgrims in the 
tunnelcrush wasdescribed by the 
king as “the will of Almighty 
God and there is no human or 
power on earth which can avoid 
God’s will.” 



The commander of military opera lions Col Faleh Abdulla Al Shattf of Kuwait Army paid visits to a number of 
units of Kuwait Army on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha. Seen in the picture is Col Shatti (above left) during his 
visit to patients at the Military Hospital. 

Meanwhile the commander of operations of the land force of Kuwait Army Col Yousef Ubaid Al Enzi (below 
centre) also paid visits to units on the occasion of Eid A) Adha. 



Health care association 
to draw up basic charter 


Mother and child 


DR LAI LA AL DOUSA RI, the 
deputy director of the Central 
Department for Preliminary 
Health Care.and thechairman of 
Preliminary Health Care 
Association at the Ministry of 
Health has said that the associa- 
tion will hold several meetings 

during the next few days to draw 
up the basic charter and the by- 
laws of the association. 

In aiunterview with the daily 
Al Seyassah. the official said that 
the general assembly of the 
association will hold its meeting 
in November to debate the 
proposed basic charter and the 
by-laws of the association. 


should be ex tended to the baby up 
to the fifth month, describing 
such a care as comprehensive. 

She added that prenatal and 
posLoatai care is being extended 
through maternity and gyn- 
aecology clinics. 


Centres 


Dr Dousari said that the 
association aims among other 
things al the upgrading of 
physicians working in prelimin- 
ary' health care units in addition 
to the convening of specialised 
conferences and establishment 
of necessary relations with 
similar associations abroad. 

Speaking on mother and child 
care, the official said that this 
service constitutes an important 
part of preliminary health care. 
She pointed out that care and 
medical supervision, when a 
woman is pregnant, is an essen- 
tial element for Ihe mother and 
the foetus. She added that care 


Speaking of birthing services, 
the official said thaL several cen- 
tres were being set up in different 
areas Lo extend such a service 
around the clock. These areas 
include Farwaniya, Hawaili. 
Juhra, Um Al Himan. Failaka. 
Sulaibikhat and Fahaheel. In 
addition the birthing service will 
be extended to private residences 
around the clock under the 
supervision of specialised nurses 
who will be properly equipped. 

Meanwhile, the official dis- 
closed thatthereare24 maternity 
centres throughout the country 
in addition to about 32 gyn- 
aecology clinics. On the other- 
hand, the official said that these 
centres had recived about 38,592 
cases from July 1, 1988 to June 
30th, 1989. 1 3.659 cases had been 
referred to the hospitals. Special- 
ised clinics at these centres 
received about 8,588 cases dur- 
ing the same period. 

Speaking of social services at 
the maternity and childhood cen- 


tres, the official said that this 
kind of service was extended 
through 20 centres and under the 
supervision of about 1 1 sociolog- 
ists. These centres were under- 
taking necessary health aware- 
ness programmes, Lhe highlight- 
ing of the preventive role as well 
as the conducting of social 
studies. 

Meanwhile, the official has 
called for paying more attention 
lo the preventive aspect. She 
clarified that the preventive 
aspect was not represented only 
by the vaccination process but 
health cases of children must be 
followed up in addition to health 
guidance and nutrition. 

In conclusion, the official 
called on pregnant mothers to 
communicate with the maternity 
centres in the early stages of the 
pregnancy. 


7 Quran 
centres in 
Kuwait 


SHEIKH Fahad Al Shuwaib^ 
head of the permanent commit- 
tee for Holy Quran memorisa- 
tion Centres at the Islamic 
Revival Society has said that the 
committee opened seven Holy 
Quran recitation and memorisa- 
tion centres in Kuwait 

In order to achieve the com- 
mittee's objectives, it organises 
open courses of 3 months dura- 
tion for those interested in learn- 
ing Quran recitation and memor- 
isation. He added that such cour- 
ses were given by experts in 
Quranic readings. 

Regarding the centres 
curricula. Sheikh Shuwaib 
added that curricula given to per- 
ticipants at the centres are 
approved by the Ministry of 
Education and the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. He 
pointed out that centres are will- 
ing to accept students from 5-12 
years old. 

He stressed that among the 
committee's future plans was to 
expand and increase the number 
of Quran recitation and memor- 
isation centres to include ail 
areas of Kuwait. The committee 
also intends printing a special 
copy of the Holy Quran which 
contains explanations. 


Sculpture 
design for 
Kuwait 
requested 


THE chairman of Kuwait’s 
..Engineers.; Society- Bader Al- 
called Qp the architects 
and Kuwaiti formative artists to 
submit their design for a com- 
memorative sculpture for 
Kuwait. 

He added that the society mil 
appreciate the efforts to be exer- 
ted in this connection by the- 
architects and formative artists 
and the winning designs will be 
given KD 1 0,000 to be dis- 
tributed as follows: first prize 
KD 5,000. second prize KD 
3,000 and the third prize KD 
2 . 000 . 

He added that architects and 
artists who would like to take 
part in the competition are 
invited to have their names regis- 
tered with the society and should 
obtain competition conditions. 
He added that the closing date 
for registration is July 19, while 
the closing date for the submit- 
ting of the designs is Oct 15. 


Quake relief 


KUWAIT, July 4, (Kuna): 
Kuwait did not stop sending 
emergency aid to the earthquake 
victims in (ran during Eid Al 
Adha holidays, in accordance 
with HH the Amir's instructions 
and cabinet’s decision last week. 
Kuna learnt. 

Military and commercial 
planes bound for Iran have been 
flying at a rate of seven planes per 
day, carrying medicine, medical 
equipment, foodstuff, blankets 
and tents. 

Nearly 40 planes have left here 
for Iran since the destructive 
tremor hit northern areas of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran June 2 1 . 

More flights will carry various 
relief aid materials during die 
rest of the Eid holidays and for 
many weeks to come. 

The diwan of HH the Crown 
Prince and Premier supervised 
the preparation, loading and the 
conveyance of the aid to the Iran- 
ian government. 


Youth unhappy with 
recreational facilities 


Time hangs heavy 


WITH the onset of each summer 
holiday, the problems of youth 
appear to knock a warning bell to 
officials who have the respon- 
sibility of providing recreational 
facilities to these youths. 

Youths have been cited for 
several acts of vandalism and dis- 
ruptions during these summer 
vacations and they in turn have 
continually demanded that a 
solution to their recreation 
should be examined. They stated 
that most public clubs and other 
recreational utilities are usually 
closed to them. Specifically, they 
cited the- case of the Entertain- 
ment City where youth are 
barred from entering — except 
once a week. 

A local daily interviewed a 
number of parents and youths to 
highlight their opinions on the 
issue. 

Rssheed Abdullah, a retired 
employee said that he has five 
children — the oldest being 24 
years old. He complained that 
sports clubs do not give his chil- 
dren the opportunity of enlisting 
as members in these clubs with- 
out “wasta" He called on auth- 
orities to open public libraries, 
organise contests and activate 
constructive forms of entertain- 


ment for youth. He said that he 
keeps a close watch on his chil- 
dren on a continual basis — 
specially during the summer 
holidays when time “hangs 
heavy" on their hands. 


Daham Al Enizi complained 
of the unruly behaviour of 
youths al residential areas. He 
stated that most youth indulge in 
bad habits like smoking and 
create many problems during 
summer. Many harassment cases 
have been reported at the sea 
front and at local markets. He 
stressed that parents should 
apply strong censorship on their 
children during summer in addi- 
tion to giving them good direc- 
tives towards spending their 
leisure times in constructive 
activities. 


He called upon officials to 
build more sport clubs for 
youths, adding that some of the 
areas have only one sports club 
with a limited number of mem- 
bers. He said that sports superv- 
isors should be provided with 
incentives due to their important 
role in creating a healthy genera- 
tion for future. 

On the other hand, Khaled 


Mohsen .Al Khaledi. who is in the 
second intermediate grade, 
staled that the summer holiday is 
very long and boring to him and 
that the only way to kill his 
leisure lime was lo watch telev- 
ision. He added that most youths 
are treated unfairly by others 
particularly families. He added 
that most recreational areas were 
reserved Tor families only. 

Nafe Al Thafeeri, a student at 
the secondary stage of education 
said that he feels lonely during 
summer. He staled that he tries to 
indulge in many hobbies but. 
unfortunately such hobbies 
require money . He added that he 
had bought some pigeons to train 
as a hobby but the experiment 
was short-lived. He said that he 
will travel to Tunisia along with 
his family. 

Muzi Ghazi stated that youths 
in Kuwait are being highly 
neglected. Most people have 
directed accusations lo all of 
them because of harassment in 
public places. In order to kill time 
he nearly watches 4-5 video 
movies on television and plays 
soccer at other times. He called 
upon officials to start organising 
contests and cultural activities 
for youth. 


Certain sectors 
in high demand 


Market activity 


KUWAIT’S commercial sector has witnessed fluctuations with 
the start of the travelling season. Sectors like shops, exchange 
companies and travel agencies are highly active during tins 
season. 

Al Seyassah toured several market sectors which have been 
witnessing a strong wave of activity this season. At the exchange 
market, shop owners stated that they shouldn’t be blamed for the 
hike in exchange prices of different currencies particularly the 
dollar. They added that the hike of the dollar was an ordinary 
reaction to the increased demand and shortage in supply . Market 
sources indicated that the monetary exchange price of a dollar 
exceeded 300 fils, eight fils more than the official exchange price 
at the Central Bank. 


On t he other hand v i ctafttmhopssthd ffcrpnter markets . 


.. ^d,.(haL,0ie bft&pnm&jHJhe trawdlingiseasoaufliaiiknoiof j^ 
competition for all shops. They added that they have i 


: lowered 

their prices in order to attract the largest number of customers. 
They said that shopping for the summer holiday was one of the 
important aspects for most travellers. 

Meanwhile, owners of travel offices stated that prices did not 
witness any changes despite the stronger demand on air tickets. 
They added that customers who are not able to obtain tickets for 
a specific destination for a specific price change to another 
destination in order to escape the hot weather duing summer. 

One of the residents preparing to leave the country for the 
s ummer stated that in order to avoid any problems and confusion 
prior to travelling, he advises travellers to get ready ahead of 
time. 


Season 


Imad Al Deen Mustafa a manager at a clothing and shoe store 
said that this particular sector does not suffer stagnation periods. 




He pointed out that the market suffers stagnation only during 

the most active sales 


January and February of each year and 
season was during June and July which marks the beginning of 
the travelling season in Kuwait. He added that most people only 
shop once during Eid Al Adha. Compared to Ramadan, sales 
only represent 30 per cent. He stressed that the travelling season 
compensates them a lot when sales are highest during July and 
August. He indicated that most of their customers buy in huge 
amounts during these two months particularly as gifts for their 
relatives back home. 

He pointed out that due to the large demand on goods during 
the travelling season many shops compete to attract the biggest 
number of shoppers. Owners of these shops apply new and 
popular advertising methods to display their goods. In general, 
sales at commercial shops decrease every year due to the 
appearance of commercial complexes which provide shoppers 
wi th every comfort like car parking lots, restaurants and the large 
number of variety shops. 


On Lhe other band, Abdul Hameed Ai Refai, the man in charge 
at one of the popular markets said that his market provides all 
types of goods. He said that the last ten days of Ramadan each 
year witness the highest sales of the year yet sales are still active. 
He poin ted ou t tha t most cus Lomers belong to the middle and low 
income class and that is the main reason prices are kept as low as 
possible. 


Al Seyassah also visited the exchange market in Mubarakiya. 
Ahmad Hussain, one of the shop-owners, rejected accusations 
that merchants exploitthe travelling season. He said that the rise 
in the dollar exchange rate was due to shortage in supply and high 
demand. 


An official at one of the travel agencies said that his office has 
achieved high sales in air tickets equivalent to the whole year's 
sales. He pointed out that tickets prices are stable due lo the 
limited number of seats available. 


Five summer classes opened 


HEADMASTER of Sabah /U Salem Secondary 
School Mohammed Al Saadi has said that the 
Ministry of Education opened summer classes at 
five secondary schools during this summer. He 
added that such classes wax opened for students 
requiring additional number of courses for gradua- 
tion during the summer academic term. He slated 
tha i summer classes aimed at shortening the grad ua- 


lion period for students interested in obtaining their 
secondary certificates in three years instead of four. 


Saadi slated that three of the schools are for boys 
and two for girls. He pointed out that the number of 
students who registered reached 1000. Schools will 
open during Thursdays to cut short time required 
for graduation. 


Simple jail 
terms for 
illegal 
aliens 


TWO Iraqi defendants identified 
as Fayez and Hassan were sen- 
tenced to one month and three 
months in jail respectively to be 
followed by deportation from 
the country by Kuwait's 
Criminal Court on the charge of 
illegally entering thecountry and 
attempting to smuggle into the 
country 49 cartoons of liquor, a 
local daily reported. 

The court was told that the 
defendants werecaughtat Una Al 
Rous Camp and they ackn- 
owledged that they were trying to 
illegally enter the country, but 


However, the court based its 
sentence on theirattempt to enter 
the country and acquitted them 
from the charge that they tried to 
smuggle liquor. 

Meanwhile, the court senten- 
ced one defendant to three mon- 
ths in jail to be followed by 
deportation from the country on 
a charge of stealing a television / 
video and some tapes from a 
diwaniya. 

Another defendant was 
acquitted by the Criminal Court 
for allegedly storming a 
residence as the owner of the said 
residence decided to pardon him. 
The court was told that the 
defendant was caught red han- 
ded by the owner of the house 
who brought him to the police 
station which decided to refer the 
case to the court. The court 
accepted Lhe plaintiffs pardon 
and released the defendant. 


3 acquitted 
of assault 


THE criminal court released 
three men from the charge of 
sexually assualting a teenager 
after he asked them for a lift in 
their car. 

The court reached its decision 
after the three convicts denied 
the charges. The court saw the 
statement made by the victim 
had some contradictions in addi- 
tion to the fact that the incident 
had taken place at the nighL The 
teenager could not identify the 
convicts faces. 

The boy. said while leaving a 
wedding party in the evening, he 
stopped a vehicle on the road and 
asked the driver to give him a ride 
home. He added tbarihe three 
convicts tried to sexually a«anli 
him but, he was able to escape to 
the police station and report the 
case. 


Municipality to help preserve historical buildings 


KUWAIT MUNICIPALITY had 
prepared a study on the preservation of 
historical buildings in Kuwait and the first 
volume has been finalised recently, a local 
daily reported. 

It added that the study which had been 
conducted by a specialised technical team 
had carried out a field survey on historical 
places which covered about 122 historical 
buildings in KuwaiL City and were clas- 
sified as follows: private buildings, build- 
ings affiliated to the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs, buildings affiliated to 
the state domains department, buildings 
affiliated to the Ministries of Interior. 
Education, Public Health and Water and 
Electricity. 

The study showed that out of 1 22 build- 
ings about 12 buildings were previously 
listed, while another 24 buildings affiliated 
to Lhe state domains department were not. 


72 could be considered as dilapidated. 

Meanwhile, the study criticised the 
absence of the laws and legislations to 
preserve historical buildings. 

The second part of the study which is 
currently under way will cover the study of 
the buildings which had not been covered 
in the first part in addition to the verifica- 
tion. analysis and documentation of his- 
torical buildings. 

Meanwhile, the study has called for the 
review of procedures concerning historical 
building situated in Sharq and Murqab 
areas in addition lo the reviewing of 
procedures pertaining to historical build- 
ings affiliated to Lhe state. 

Apart from the above, the study has 
called for revising plans which had boaa set 
up for re-organising and developing 
Kuwait City in addition to suspending 
temporarily construction works in the old 


market of Kuwait City. 

The study has suggested that some 
criteria should be set up to deal with his- 
torical buildings, adding that these criteria 
should be set in the light of international 
ones followed in this connection. 

Any demolition in thecountry should be 

carried out in consultation with the design 
division at the organisation department of 
Kuwait Municipality, the study added. 

On the other hand, the study has sugges- 
ted the allocation of a special budget 
whose proceeds should be devoted 
exclusively lo renovating historical build- 
ings. 

The study also said that the renovation 
department at Kuwait Municipality will 
urge people, who own the land that die 
historical buildings are located to carry 
out the the necessary renovation in accor- 
dance with the prescribed specifications 


which are set up by the Architectural 
pesign Department of Kuwait Mun- 
icipality, provided that no exorbitant fin- 

d°ordl bUrdenS wiB ** h 0 ™ by thtte !an_ 

It added that the Municipality will 
add ness government authorities to take the 

necessary. action aimed at preserving his- 
torical buildings. 

The daily also reported that the Minis- 
try of Public Works in co-ordination with 
Kuwait Municipality has started 
implementing a new programme to ren- 
ovate the old markets in the capital. 

It added that this project aims at 
preserving the historical landmarks of 
such markets. 

It also added that the renovation 
process at the Amir Market started in 1 988 
and is expected to be accomplished during 
the instant year. 
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New US embassy inaugurated in Bahrain 


$19 million fortress 


MANAMA, July 4, (AP): The 
American community in 
Bahrain today highlighted its 
July 4 celebrations by inaugurat- 
ing a $19 milli on fortress-like 
embassy compound. 

Ambassador Charles Hostler 
escorted the Amir of Bahrain, 
Sheikh Isa Bin Salman Ai 
Khalifa, to a brief ceremony dur- 
ing which the Arab leader cut a 
ribbon and offered congratula- 
tions to the Americans on the 
occasion. 

Five-year-old American 
Joshoa-Barney Burgess of 
Merritt Island, Florida, presen- 
ted the Amir with the scissors to 
cut the ribbon, while the com- 
munity applauded. 

The sheikh, in a sand-colour 
cloak and gold-rimmed head- 
gear, inspected the building 


before proposing a toast “to the ■ 
goveramentand the people of the 
United States of America.” 

The new structure complies 
with new security and fortifica- 
tion requirements mandated by 
Congress. 

The State Department's 
billion-dollar programme for 
embassy security upgrades has 
been in effect since the 1 983 bom- 
bing of the US embassy in 
Kuwait. 

Donated 

The embassy's information 
officer John Burgess said “the 
prime reason for the new facility 
is because the diplomatic staff 
ouLgrew the old one. The 
embassy expansion is a result of 
the broadening relations bet- 
ween the US and Bah rain *" 


The 125 staff members, 40 of 
them Americans, will be moved 
to the new compound sometime 
in the autumn. 

The United States began 
diplomatic relations with 
Bahrainin 1971, when the island 
state won its independence from 
Britain. In 1974 the first US 
embassy was established. It was . 
moved a year later to its present 
site, which is owned by the Prime 
Minister, Sheikh Khalifa Bin 
Salman Ai Khalifa. 

Bahrain's government don- 
ated the land upon which the new 
structure is built. 

The US Roma Design Co. 
completed the basic design in 
1981, before Congress' fortifica- 
tion plan. 

One American bystander at 
the ceremony commented that 


the three-storey gray cement, 
heavily fortified structure resem- 
bles a mausoleum. Another said 
it looked like a fortress. Iron 
gratings cover the tiny windows 
which overlook a peaceful bay 
area of Manama. 

Security regulations state that 
the wall surrounding the 
embassy must be setback at least 
100 feet (30 metres) from the 
street. 

"The State Department is very 
concerned about terrorism in 
this part of the world,” said Bur- 
gess. “Things are very relaxed at 
the moment, but it doesn't take 
much to create an alert situa- 
tion." 

Bahrain acted as a key location 
for. US navy forces during the 
eight-year Iran-Iraq war, halted 
in August 1988. 
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A road paver — dust and 1 


Atrocious heat 


Merciless weather worsens 
plight of outdoor labourer 
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are commonplace as to the “atrocious heat.” Still in this plethora of 
complaints against the weather some “wider counsel" has prevailed in 
the sense that they ha ve been queryingas to plight of the worker who is 
compelled to work for bis living outdoors under merciless weather 
conditions — sans air-conditioning. 

Fawzi Mohammed, a vendor who sells icecream from a moving van 
outdoors is a typical example of those who carelessly brave the 
inclemental weather conditions of Kuwait. He said that one of his 
relatives in Kuwait helped find a job in a local company specialising in 
dairy products. 

The company brought him to Kuwait on a work permit, provided 
him with a bicycle with a refrigerated container from which he 
‘‘hawked" ibe company’s products. He said that he had to accept this 
profession as he had bosn sponsored by the company and has been 
working in the same field for the past three years. 

He described his job as “simplistic routine." He said that he has to 
keep moving with his bicycle from one place to another in Kuwait — 
particularly those places characterised by higher population density. 
He indicated that most customers are those who are exhausted due to 
the heat of the sun. He said that ice cream is not ODly a good thirst 
quencher and body cooler, but is also a solid form or nourishment 
during summer. . 

He said he looks optimistically at his job and cannot complain or the 
heat and the humidity as these two factors combined are the essence in 
the sales turnover of his company’s products. Thus, he added: “The 
more the heat turns up. the more my cash register rings.” 

Demands 

The strong summer sun, humidity and periodic dust storms collec- 
tively cause Tatigue at the end of a day Fawzi said and commented that 
he cannot attend any social activities as he needs to rest. 

Fawzi's case is not isolated, though the professions differ such as 


1 1 find mbihtimaflefcaH thfefc^drkersfate'the 

raefe r pft — the tmpir^tatte pnd^eraandmg weather conditions 

in Kuwait. 

Abdul Fatah, a maintenance labourer said that he specialises in the 
main tenance of water pipes and has been workingat this profession for 
seven months. He said that it isquite a “trying and tiringexperience" to 
work outdoors when the temperatures are over 50°C and they often are. 

lssa Aboud, a 34-year old construction worker indicated that work- 
ing in the construction profession in Kuwait is really very hard work. 
With zooming temperatures in Kuwait, construction workers are often 
prone to “dehydration, loss of appetite and quite often suffer from sun- 
stroke. Hesaid that their counterparts in Europe do not have to cope up 
with these extraordinary weather conditions. Further, he said that 
construction work in advanced countries resort of using innovative 
technology and minimising the need for manual labour. Additionally, 
workers in foreign countries are given all forms of social security, 
insurance, medical benefits, overtime and bonuses, hesaid. Personally, 
he said that alter having worked in this field for several years, he suffers 
from permanent migraine. 

Redha Anbar, a 35-year old car washer said that he had inherited this 
profession from his father just before he died. He indicated that 
depending on weatherconditions somedayshe washed over 30 vehicles 
each day and receives between KD0.750 fils to KD1 for each vehicle. 
Though, it is a simple profession, he said he finds it quite rewarding 
wilhouL any mental stress or any other forms of obligations. 

Meanwhile, Dr Nabeel Najera, a skin specialist said that the rays of 
the sun are essential to human bodies to a certain limit. However, long 
exposure to the rays of the sun can cause many health problems. He 
indicated that body sweat is very important to maintain body tem- 
perature and in a sense it works as an air-conditioning unit. He advised 
outdoor workers to take a lot ofliquids and salts and recommended 
that they wear long robes or clothes to protect them from harmful sun’s 
rays which can cause skin cancer overlong exposures. 



Back-breaking job for pavers. 


Construction workers bake in the heat. 


In an effort to avoid circum- 
stances such as those surround- 
ing the construction of the US 
embassy in Moscow where the 
budding was laced with bugs, the 
State Department was taken 
extensive precautions. 

Supervision of all materials 
doing into the construction, 
including cement, is done by a 
special team of security cons- 
cious personnel. 

Shipments of all items going 
inside the embassy were closely 
guarded on a 24-hour basis, 
embassy sources reported. 

The seafront US embassy in 
Kuwait has been deemed a ripe 
target for terrorist attacks. The 
State Department is considering 
spending S32 million to acquire 
land for an attack-proof com- 
pound in Kuwait. 

Resident 
reports 
tremor in 


' By Diana Abou Haidar 
and Fathfma Ahmed 

Arab Times statf 

A RESIDENT of Abu Halifa 
reported that a mild tremor 
shook the area at 9. 1 6 am yester- 
day morning. The first tremor 
was followed by milder shocks 
between 10.30 am and 11 am, he 
said. 

He said residents of the area 
also experienced a tremor on 
June 21, when a devastating ear- 
thquake killed at least 40.000 
people in Iran. 

On June 23/24, tremors shook 
the Umm AI Khadir area, north 
of Kuwait City, according to an 
Arabic newspaper report. 

Abu Halifa residents reported 
the tremor to the weather 
bureau, and were told that 
Kuwait does not lie on the earth- 
quake fault but dose to it. 

The resident said his son first 
felt the vibration, which was foll- 
owed by a “rocking" sensation. 

“I was ironing, and felt the 
.iron moving and immediately, - 
unplugged it,” he said. His wife,-, 
-who was.in the kitcfaen.alsbfelt- 
"the movement. . . V '. 

He said other residents of the 
building “don’t seem concerned 
and are not worried about such 
tremors.” 

The weather bureau does not 
have any seism ographic equip- 
ment to monitor earthquakes or 
tremors. The Kuwait Institute of 
Scientific Research has an Earth 
Sciences Department and con- 
ducted a study for establishing a 
seismographic centre in Kuwait 
more than five years ago. Kisr 
spokesmen could not be reached 
yesterday due to the Eid 
holidays. 

The Kuwait University also 
has a geology department. It is 
not known whether they have 
done any studies on the issue. 
Geologists could not be contac- 
ted due to the vacation. 

“This is very unfortunate, and 
something must be done about 
it," said the resident 


Yemeni arrives 
on bicycle 

THE Yemeni traveller Abduhab 
AI Masawi who arrived in 
Kuwait recently said that his 
overland trip on his bicycle aims 
at marking Yemen unity pro- 
claimed in May, 1990. 

In an interview with a local 
daily, be said he started bis tour 
from the Yemen historical 
capital Sana'a and then arrived 
in Aden. He added that he 
arrived in Saudi Arabia recently 
and from there he came to 
Kuwait from where he will leave 
for Iraq, Jordan and Egypt and 
then return to Jordan and Iraq 
and Kuwait he added that from 
Kuwait he will leave to the 
Yemeni borders by air and from 
there he mil cycle to the Yemeni 
capital. 

Masawi thanked the Kuwaiti 
authorities for the facilities 
extended to him upon his arrival 
at the Kuwaiti borders and also 
thanked the Yemeni ambassador 
to Kuwait for his kind patron- 


Improved slaughtering services for Eid AI Adha 
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8y Fawzi At Tatnimf era! supervisor of the centre 

of incoming sacrificial sheep. 


erhouse slew a totai of 300 
sacrificial sheep on the first day 
of Eid, due to the large number of 
people using its improved 
slaughtering services. 

Seyassah toured the Slaughter 
Centre and interviewed a num- 
berof officials to learn of the new 
services introduced and 
improvements made to optimise 
performance level. 

Municipality official and gen- 


which is based on the numbering 
of live sheep with cards dis- 
tributed to the clients in proper 
sequence, and the client will be 
able to collect the meat once he is 
called by microphone according 
to his turn. 

; He said this new system yiel- 
ded positive results and 


facilitated work progress at the 
centre, which will most probably 
be implemented next year, 
adding that the fees collected by 
the centre per head remained the 
same as the years before; KD 
3.500. 

Dr Mufeed Croraeh, a vet. said 
that his task at the centre was to 
check the meat f i>r infections and 
diseases. He lauded the highly- 
organised operation at the centre 
and pointed out that this resulted 
in great co-operation extended 


by clients to centre workers. 

He said that the sheep were 
perfectly healthy, except for 
minor infections such as liver 
worms, lung inflammations and 
chest disorders, which were com- 
monly known and present at 
many slaughter houses.' 

Hameed Ramadan Jasem, a 
meat caterer at the Central 
Slaughterhouse and slaughter- 
ing incharge at the centre, said 
that the municipality appointed 
the caterers to operate m three 


areas, and that the quantity of 
sheep so far brought to thecentre 
reflects the commendable level of 
operation at the centre and 
popularity with people. 

A Kuwaiti client expressed 
high appreciation for the advan- 
ced level of services at the centre, 
with specific reference to the 
noticeable hygiene at the centre, 
which coupled with the good and 
well-organised services rendered 
■ the centre's operation highly suc- 
cessful. 


Senegal prepares to take 
over as next QIC chai rman 

Diouf lauds Kuwaiti aid 


KUWAIT, July 4, (Kuna): Sen- 
egalese President Abdou Diouf 
has paid tribute lo Kuwait for 
continuous economic aid to his 
country and said Senegal is now 
well-prepared to take over from 
Kuwait as the next chairman of 
the Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC). 

Diouf. in an interview with 
Kuwait television screened last 
night, described relations bet- 
ween his country and Kuwait as 
an “excellent’' model to be 
copied in co-operation between 
Arab and African nations. 

He said co-operation between 
the two sides dales back to 1972 


when he and His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmed 
were then prime ministers. 

Ties between the two countries 
have since strengthened contin- 
uously. said Diouf who was 
interviewed in Dakar on Mon- 
day. 

The Senegalese President was 
particularly thankful for the aid 
Kuwait offered Senegal to help 
that African nation prepare for 
hosting the nexi OIC summit 
conference next year. 

Diouf said his country has 
completed “material'' prepara- 
tions for the OIC summit but he 
hoped that Senegal and other 


Muslim countries would be 
equally mentally prepared for 
the gathering which he said will 
convene at a “critical" phase of 
history. 

He heaped praise on His High- 
ness the AmirofKuwait describ- 
ing him as “a great statesman" 
and said the Amir, the current 
OIC chairman, has offered ihe 
organisation far-sighted and 
prudent stewardship. 

Diouf said ii would be u for- 
midable task for him to take over 
from His Highness the Amir as 
OlC chairman and to try to 
achieve what he had accompli- 
shed. 


Nawaf warns against 
threat to Arab nation 

CAIRO, July 4, (Kuna): Kuwait’s Defence Minister Sheikh Nawaf AI 
Ahmed AI Jaber hailed the Arab co-operation in the military field and 
said such a co-operation will improve the Arab military force to be able 
to protect the Arab nation. 

In an interview with the weekly Egyptian magazine “AI Mosawer”. 
Sheikh Nawaf warned against the foreign threats facing the Arab 
^ia lions and said, “We should be alert lo confront any threat. “ 

On the arming of the Kuwaiti armed forces, Lhe minister said Kuwait 
diversified the sources of its weapons which suits its environment and 
armed forces. 

Commenting on the exchange of expertise between the Gulf Co- 
operation Council stales. Sheikh Nawaf stressed that the GCC states 
“have joint goals and it is natural that we co-operate and exchange 
expertise.” 

The Kuwaiti minister warned against the emigration of Soviet Jews 
to the occupied territories and recalled a statement by HH the Amir of 
Kuwait Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmed AI Sabah in which he said that the 
Jewish emigrants arrive under the guise ofhuman rights indespite of the 
fact that their arrival constitutes for the Palestinians a flood that would 
make them leave the country or drown.” 

The minister welcomed any meeting between Iraqi and Iranian 
officials in an effort lo solve their dispute by peaceful means indicating 
that the war does not bring but destruction lo the region and that any 
meeting between the two countries will have positive impact on the 
Islamic and Arab worlds. 


56 babies 
born on 

AN official at the Maternity 
Hospital said that 56 babies were 
bora ai the hospital on the first 
day of Eid AI Adha. He added 
that the first baby was born to a 
Syrian lady at I.J5 am while the 
first Kuwaiti baby was born at 
5.45 am. He added (hat 26 
Kuwaiti ladies gave birth at the 
hospital during this period while 
others were of different nation- 
alities. He added that an Egyp- 
tian lady gave birth to triplets 
(two males and a female) on the 
first day of Eid. He added that 
the number of females was same 
as that of males ailhough female 
babies are more than males dur- 
ing normal days. 

Commenting on visiting hours 
at the hospital, he said that it is 
open for visitors during holidays 
from 9 to 1 1 am beside the even- 
ing visit hours. Children are all- 
owed to enter the hospital on 
Mondays and Fridays only, he 
added. 



Army celebrates Eid 


At the directives of Kuwait’s Minister ot Defence Sheikh Nawaf AI Ahmed AI Jaber and according to is annual 
habit, the Moral Guidance and Public Relations Department of Kuwait Army organised a celebration in 
honour of families dt martyrs to mark the great Bairam (Eid AI Adha) festivities. 

The celebration was attended by Air Force Colonel Yaqoub AI Husaini who made a speech at the 
ceremony in which he congratulated the audience on the occasion ot Eid AI Adha. He welcomed the families 
of the martyrsand conveyed to them best regards of the ministerof defence, the chief of staff and his deputy. 

The celebration included musical and recreational performances in addition to some competitions. The 
celebration was also attended by a number of senior officers at Moral Guidance and Public Relations 

Department. 


From the courts 


Maid, driver get 2 years 
for illicit relationship 


THE C riminal Court has sentenced a Filipina maid 
and an Indian driver to two years in jail and ordered 
their deportation for illicit sexual relations. 

The court heard that the maid who was married iu 
her home country, used to hang about with the 
Indian driver of her employer's next door neigh- 
bour, who often invited ber in. 

Although their employers knew that the driver 
drove her around on Fridays under the pretex of 
being a distant relation of hen. he, on the day of the 
incident, claimed that he wanted to drive her to a 
new employer's house at the request of her current 
one. 

However, the Filipina’s employer saw that the 
driver was sitting alone on the sofa in ber house, but 
she could not find her maid anywhere. 

Suspicious, she la ter discovered that the maid was 
hiding underneath the bed all along in the room. 

On seeing the police, both admitted to the illegal 
relationship between them which lasted for three 
years. 

Bullet in|ures Jahra resident A resident 
of Jahra has been injured when a bullet pierced 
through his hand and led lo his hospitalisation. 

The man happened to be close to a wedding 
reception in which, contrary to insistent interior 
ministry warnings, gun shots were fired to mark 'the 
happy occasion.' 

Sneak thief arrested: Rumaithiya plain- 
clothes policemen have managed to arrest the thief 
of ‘fancy hotels' who has been a recurrent source of 
disturbance. 

The suspect, of Arab nationality, used to sneak 
into the clients’ rooms during cleaning hours to pick 
up light and easy-to-eoncea! valuables. 

The hotel management had on a number of 
occasions received reports of stolen personal items 
from a number of clients, espedally travellers who 
slay in the country for a short lime. 


The tightening of security watch led to the arrest 
of the 3 1 -year old thief? 

3 arrested for public disturbance: The 

D asm an policemen arrested three men on the first 
day of Eid on charges of ca using disi urbances, under 
ihe influence of alcohol. 

The three men, residents of the Riqqa area, 
entered one of the hotels in an inebrieated state and 
started disturbing families and this led to fist fights 
in which also plates, knives and forks were used, 
leaving the intruders as well as their victims injured. 

The police later intervened and picked up the 
accused and referred them to forensic testing to 
determine level of alcohol in their blood before filing 
a case against them. 

4 years for rubber cheque: The Criminal 
Court has in absentia sentenced a man charged with 
issuing a dud cheque in the amount of KD 1 2,000 to 
four years imprisonment. 

The court learnt that the bank on which the 
cheque was drawn told the holder that the issuer had 
no credit and provided him with an official letter to 
this effect. 

Hashish trader gets 5 years: The Criminal 

Court sentenced a man to five years in jail, fined him 
KD2.000 and ordefed him deported. 

The man, a shoe-mender, was being watched 
closely by plainclothes police men who noticed that 
he charged exorbitantly for the repair of certain 
shoes. 

The police raided the shop after a friend of the 
defendant’s entered the shop and gave him his shoe 
for mending after placing something inside. 

Tie stuff was none other than a roll of hashish, 
which the police recovered along with a big bundle 
nearby from which the shoe mender look out rools 
of hashish for his clients. 

The police also raided his residence and recovered 
more contraband. 
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TimES 


Thought for today 


WIT Is the salt of conversation, not the food. — William 
Hazlitt. English writer (1778- 1830). 


Bush 18 months later 


Reality forces 
change of tune 


WASHINGTON. (Reuter): The unofficial song of George Bush’s 
1988 presidential campaign — a catchy tune called ““Don’t worry, 
be happy" seemed until recently to sum up Bush's leadership 
approach. 

But the hard reality of politics and the difficulties of governing 
the most powerful country in the Western world appear after 18 
months to be forcing President George Bush to change his tune. 

His retreat on “Read my lips: no new taxes," the central promise 
of his election campaign is a dramatic example of how he is being 
forced to address tough issues confronting the country, many of 
them economic. 

“It is clear to me that both the size of the deficit problem and Lhe 
need for a package that can be enacted require ... tax revenue 
increases." Bush said in a statement last week that marked his 
ciimbdown on the tax issue. 


Deficit 

The White House and the Congressional Budget Office expect 
the deficit to soar to about $ 1 60 billion in the budget year beginning 
Oct 1, SI 00 billion more than US law permits. 

The figure excludes up to $70 billion it will cost next year alone to 
cope with the US Saving and Loan disaster, the worst banking crisis 
since the Great Depression of the 1 930s. 

The Savings and Loan mess is a touchy issue for Bush because he 
was part of the administration of former president Ronald Reagan, 
whose emphasis on unfettered free enterprise helped create an 
“anything goes” climate in the Savings and Loan industry. 

And the involvement of his son Neil, whom Democrats say was 
guilty or conflict of interest in his dealings as a director of a failed 
Colorado Savings and Loan Bank, brings the scandal to the 
president's doorstep. 


But it is Bush's flip-flop on taxes that has caused an uproar 
among Republicans in Congress, many of whom are running for re- 
election this year with a “no tax increase* battle cry. 

“The President has got to stick to his guns. No new taxes, 
period,” said Republican representative Gerald Solomon, who 
joined 89 congressional Republicans in signing a letter of protest. 

Tax 

The tax decision is the most visible of a number of tough policy 
choices that have begun to tarnish Bush politically. 

He is at odds with many working Americans because of his 
decision to veto a bill designed to ensure that women would not lose 
their jobs because of childbirth or a family illness. 

And he risks alienating American blacks, an overwhelmingly 
pro-democratic ethnic :grctup.'!ba4 xumently > holds him . m .high i 
regard, if he vetoes apending civil rights bill on grounds that it 
would impose employment quota's. 

At the same time. Bush is under fi re on the foreign policy front for 
his caution in dealing with revolutionary changes in Eastern 
Europe. 


“‘It’s time now to influence events in Europe." former UN 
ambassador Jeanne Kjrckpauick. a nominal Bush ally, said in a 
recent syndicated column. 

Kirkpatrick stated what congressional Democrats have been 
saying: that the Bush administration lacks a dear, coherent strategy 
for helping to reshape Europe as communism disintegrates and the 
United States risks getting left behind as a new order emerges. 


“What kind of world do we want, and what kind of international 
structures? Time and the opportunity to influence events are 
slipping away,*" Kirckpatrick wrote. 

Bush faces another potential pitfall in the Middle East where 
peace hopes are in shambles following the rise of the most right- 
wing government in Israel’s history and the suspension of a US 
dialogue with the Palestine Liberation Organisation. 

Problem 

Ken Duberstein, White House chief of staff in the last year of 
Ronald Reagan’s presidency, said the problems Bush is running 
into with still two-and-a-half years of his presidency left, are to be 
expected. 


"Yeah, there are tough times ahead for Bush, but what’s remark- 
able is that his honeymoon is almost unheard of in politics or 
marriage." Duberstein said. 

Despite his problems. Bush's popularity as measured by public 
opinion polls remains in the 70 per cent range, a near record high. 
But the polling data contain some worrisome news for the White 
House. 

According to recent ABC News- Washing ton Post poll, three out 
of five Americans think the United States is going down a wrong 
track and nearly half those sun eyed had serious misgivings about 
Bush's handling of the economy. 

Ron Sabato. a University of Virginia political science professor, 
said Bush’s popularity could erode quickly if the tough calls he is 
making fail to produce positive results. 

“If things turn sour, a political freefali is entirely possible for him 
because Bush's support is much less intense than the support 
Ronald Reagan enjoyed." Sabato said. 


TODAY IN HISTORY 


1556 — France's King Henry II renews war against Hapsburgs 
in Italy. 

1596 — Expedition under Lord Howard ofEffingham and Earl 
of Essex sacks Cadiz and ravages Spanish coast. 


1796 — British force captures island of Elba. 

1811 — «■ Venezuela becomes first South American country to 
declare its independence from Spain. 

1812 — Britain makes peace with Russia and Sweden. 

1830 — French launch invasion of Algeria and take Algiers. 


1940 — Vichy government in France breaks off relations with 
Britain in World War II. 

1943 — German offensive on Soviet front begins with battle of 
Kursk in World War II. 

1959 — President Sukarno dissolves Indonesia's constituent 
assembly. 


I960 — Congolese NationalArmy mutinies. 

1969 — Tom Mboya, Kenya's economic planning commis- 
sioner and likely successor to President Jomo Ken y at la. is 
assassinated in Nairobi. 


1973 — Government of small Central African nation of 
Rwanda is overthrown in military coup. 

1975 — Cape Verde Islands become independent after 500 
years Portuguese rule. 


1977 — Pakistan Army seizes power in bloodless coup that 
unseats Prime Minister Zulfikar A!i Bhutto. 

1987 — Six people are killed and at least 50 injured by three 
explosions at railway and bus stations in Lahore. Pakistan. 


Khomeini spectre stalks Iran 


Revolution survives eleven years on 


TEHRAN. Iran. (AP): The ghost of Ayatollah 
Khomeini stalks the Islamic republic a year after his 
death and a power struggle among the imam’s 
disciples remains unresolved. 

However, the revolution Khomeini began H 
years ago survives, frustrating the doomsayers who 
predicted it would fall apart when he was longer 
there to unite the factions. 

Moves by President Hashemi Rafsanjani and his 
“pragmatists” toward a more liberal course have 
been stymied by anti-Western radicals who accuse 
him of straying from, “the path of the imam,’’ as 
Khomeini was known. 

Both groups claim to be Khomeini's true 
ideological heirs and invoke his commandments to 
justify their actions. 

An Iranian official, speaking anonymously, said 
Rafsanjani sought to legitimize his more liberal 
policies through subtle interpretations of 
Khomeini's teachings. 

In response, the 270-member Parliament passed a 
law in May that makes changing Khomeini's writ- 
ings a crime. The Parliament is dominated by radical 
followers of AJi Akbar Mohtashemi. a former 
interior minister. 

Radicals 

The radicals include Ahmad Khomeini, the 
Ayatollah's only surviving son. He has made no 
apparent effort to claim his father's mantle and is 
overshadowed by Mohtashemi. 

In a clear warning to Rafsanjani, Ahmad 
Khomeini recently told the 350,000-strong 
Revolutionary Guards Corps, which could hold the 
balance of power. “Do not deviate from the imam's 
path. If others do, I trust you will not let them.” 

During the revolution, the Revolutionary Guards 
swore personal allegiance to Ayatollah Khomeini. 

Rafsanjani, elected in July 1989 to a presidency 
with greater power than before, is trying Lo revitalize 
the economy after a decade of inefficient man- 
agement and eight years of wars with Iraq that ended 
in August 1988. 

His five-year reconstruction plan calls for $27 
billion of foreign investment to rebuild industry. But 
getting radicals to go along with such a tide of 
foreign money will be difficult. 

When international relief aid began pouring into 
Iran after the country's deadliest earthquake this 
century struck June 21, killing an estimated 40,000 
people, the radicals clashed with Rafsanjani by 
trying to block the aid. particularly from the United 
States. Britain and Saudi Arabia. 

But Rafsanjani stuck to his guns and the human- 
itarian aid poured in. underliningindicationsthathe 
is slowly gaining the upper hand. 

Radicals fear Rafsanjani's policy of improving 
relations with Lhe West to obtain investment and 



Khomeini ... message lives on 


technology will lead lo renewed relations with the 
Sti 


satan.” 

The president’s influence is believed to have been 
critical to the release of two American hostages in 
April by pro-Iranian Shiites in Lebanon. 

Mohtashemi, who has dose ties to Lebanese 
Shiite militants, denounced the releases and 170 
Members of the Parliament signed a protest deman- 
ding the government not involve itself in the hostage 
issue. 

Isolation 

Diplomats in Tehran say Rafsanjani appears 
determined to show the West he is moving the 
country away from isolation. 

In an effort to create a more liberal social and 
political climate, he has eased restrictions Khomeini 
placed on Iran's 55 million people. He cannot move 
quickly because of radical opposition and faces 
growing discontent from a populace whose expecta- 
tions were raised when he gained power. 

There have been demonstrations against shor- 
tages, unemployment estimated a 1 4 million, and the 


arrested scores. 

At least 21 prominent Iranian dissidents have 
been arrested m Iran since June 11. 

All were linked to Mehdi Bazar gan. the first 
premier of the Islamic republic and veteran leader of 
the Freedom Movement, the token opposition 
■party. 

They were among 90 signatories of an open letter 
to Rafsanjani in May that criticized the lack of 
human freedoms and the president’s failure to 
improve economic conditions. 

The detainees included Bazargan’s son Mohan- 
des and several former ministers in Bazargan’s 
short-lived 1979 government, which resigned in 
protest to the storming of the US Embassy Nov 4 
that year. 

Rafsanjani has taken no public position on the 
arrests. Middle East Watch, a US-based human 
rights watchdog organisation, noted that this 
indicated that the move against Bazargan “carries 
his tacit assent.’’ 

But it also noted in a July 2 statement: “There 
re mains the possibility that the moves against the 
Freedom Movement .... are being initiated by the 
president’s political opponents as a way of blocking 
the overtures to the West that he has set in motion.” 
Progress 

StilL some progress has been made. Diplomats 
estimate inflation was trimmed from 30 percent to 
20 per cent in the past year and the government has 
contracts for major investment projects estimated to 
be worth billions of dollars. 

Rafsanjani’s plans depend on oil revenue. It is 
expected to be about 1 S billion this year, but nothing 
is certain in the volatile oil market. 

‘“The authorities know they have at best one or 
two years' grace before economic problems produce 
dangerous political dissatisfaction.” Vahe Petros- 
s ian, an Iranian analyst based in London, wrote last 
month in the Middle East Ecomonic Digest 

A waiter named Khosrow in a Tehran restaurant 
said. “AD I want are three square meals a day for 
myself and my family. Someone has to rule, but I 
don't really care who it is so long as I have enough to 
provide a roof for my family. 

“During the war I never complained, the enough 
is enough.” 

Mehraad, taxi driver, said. “I think most of the 
people are behind Rafsanjani and they know he is 
trying to do som thing good for us.” 

Asked if res to ring relations with the Uni ted States 
did not go against Khomeini's teachings, he replied. 

“The imam said we must strike a blow against the 
United States. How are we hurting the United States 


when we pay triple the price for American goods 
'the® 


United States, which Khomeini called the “great 


high inflation. Opposition groups say the 
Revolutionary Guards killed several protesters and 


because we buy them through middlemen? 

“We would strike a more effective blow if we 
resumed ties and rebuilt our economy and industry 
so we become truly independent and powerful.” 


Menem does well in first year 


BUENOS AIRES. (UPl); President Carlos Men- 
era’s first year in office has been a bag of surprises. 

In his election campaign he promised a “super- 
payraisc” and a ““productive revolution.” 

Once i n office, he stated his priorities as balancing 
the budget, reducing the state bureaucracy, privatis- 
ing stale companies and attracting foreign and 
domestic investment by stabilising the economy. 
Menem thedectioneer vowed to recover the Falk- 


lion and public utilities. But even with investments, 
he said, it will still be several years before the 
population enjoys the benefits. 

IkonikofT said Menem is undoing decades of 
economic policies that created a sick economy 
dependent on subsidies, state controls, state owner- 


that hounded ex-ptesideaHfcaul Affonswinfo restg£ 
ning five months oefore his term expired. 


ship of public utilities, and high tariffs. The govern- 
ment contends those policies led to debt, inflation. 


Menem’s post-inauguration pledge to sell the 
money-losing state telephone company, Entel, 
quickly also appears to have a good chance of 
success. 


land Islands, which Argentina failed to capture in a 
1 0-week war with Britain in 1982, and said, “I don’t 


knowhow much blood it will cost.” 

Menem the president did an about face and re- 
established diplomatic relations with London. 

Pardon 

Candidate Menem vehemently denied he would 
pardon military officers accused of human rights 
crimes and rebellion. 


Menem has pardoned 280sucb officers. 

Although Menem doesn't like to admit it in 
public, his free market economic policies — he has 
ended price and foreign currency exchange controls 
— have brought on a recession in Argentina. 

On the opposite side, inflation has been slowed 
and the nation appears to be moving toward long 


overdue reforms, such as ending deficit spending. 
But “we are not going to be able to satisfy society’s 


expectations for a very_long time,” Planning 

idi 


Secretary Moises IkonikofT said in'an interview. 


““The president says it will take three years. I 
personally think it will lake 20 years at leasL” 


He said Argentina is stabilising the economy to 
attract investment, especially in oil and gas prod uc- 


budgel deficits and industrial inefficiency. 

Founder 

Ironically, many of those policies were instituted 
by the late president Juan Domingo Peron, founder 
of Menem’s Peronist Party. 

Menem is proud of his accomplishments. 

At a recent news conference he said the “super- 
pay raise is already a fact,” because “Argentina’s 
average industrial wage is now $300 a month com- 
pared to $75 a month when 1 took office.” 

But whatever wage gains the average Argentine 
may have made seem to have evaporated with infla- 
tion. Prices at grocery stores have risen 10 per cent a 
month for the past three months. 

“It is getting more impossible to buy anything,” 
said Sandra Pyrih, a 25-year-old receptionist in 
Buenos Aires. "A salary here is enough to get by on 
for only 10 or 15 days a month. Everybody is 
depressed, but as far as my life personally, it is the 
same with Menem here as with Menem not here. 
Things are really bad.” 

There has been, however, an apparent end to 
hyperinflation, in which prices increased more than 
50 per cent a month. 

It was hyperinflation and the resulting food riots 


Two consortiums, one led by Citicorp and 
Telefonica de Espana, and the other by Bell Atlantic 
and Manufacturer's Hanover Trust, won bids by 
offering over $5 billion in Argentine debt paper in 
exchange for what will now be two companies, 
serving the northern and southern sectors. 

The sale would also mean that in one stroke of a 
“debt-for-equity swap,” Argentina will have 
reduced its foreign debt of $62 billion by $5 billion, 
or 8 per cent. 

If the deal goes through, the company will be in 
private hands next October, although it will be 
months, and maybe years before the average Argen- 
tine will get better service. 

A respected polling organisation, Mora Y 


Araujo, said in its latest June public opinion survey 
that 48 per cent of Argentines approve of Menem 


compared with 89 per cent when he took office. 
Despite the drop, which may be partly due to a 

K ublic spat between Menem and his wife Zulema, 
fenem is still the most popular public figure in 
Argentina. 

“Menem knows what he is doing,” said parking 
attendant Eduardo Balauzo, 68. . 

“He was elected by a great majority. I have faith 
that things will improve. He is doing what is neces- 
sary and this is good.” 




India’s population 


SIR: The news story “Childhood’s end” in the 
Arab Times dated June 28 on Delhi's working 
children was. I feel, a rather tiresome rehashing 
of previous reports on India's children by the 
Associated Press agency. 

While no one will deny that the lot of many of 
New Delhi's — indeed of India's children — is 
appalling, and whereas articles like this do. at 
least, keep lhe problem dancing before the public 
eye. they are generally long on statistics and 
notoriously short on solutions. 

In (he race against time to upgrade the stan- 
dard of living of India's youngslers, (not forget- 
ting much or the adult population) statistics of 
the right sortarc needed lo lay bare thecrux of the 
problem w’hich is, basically, that of overpopula- 
tion. 

• Consider, then, that the combined popula- 
tion of South Asia's 1 giants, India and China, is 
approximately 2 billion people, which means 
that around 40 percent of the globe’s people live 
in these 2 countries alone!! 

• The population of North and Central 
America is around 400 million, which is less Lhan 
half the population of India! 

• The number of children bom to Indian 
parents exceeds 20 million per annum, which is 
more than the entire population of Australia! 
More lhan half of them will be bom into poverty. 

it would be easy lo continue reeling off statis- 
tics. but the imperj live of our limes is action, not 
figures — backed by bold and imaginative plan- 
ning. 

A siring of Indian governments has espoused 
radical solutions to the problem, from mass 
emigration to Sanjay Gandhi's experiments in 
coercive sterilisation, but their efforts have been 
brought to u frustrating standstill by intractable 
public opposition. And' the population bomb, in 


Lhe meantime, keeps ticking ominously away. ... 

Dilemma 

1 have no quickfire solutions to Lhe dilemma 
myself, and while it would be invidious to make 
comparisons with our Chinese neighbours, a leaf 
or two borrowed from their book would, per- 
haps, be enlightening. 

if China has succeeded in dramatically slowing 
down its own runaway population growth, it has 
been through the systematic and deliberate 
employment of draconian measures which 
would surely be disapproved of elsewhere. 

Time and space do not permit the documenta- 
tion of its endeavours, which are well-enough 
known, but they serve to illustrate a burning 
truth — lo put out a fire, one does not employ 
half-measures — and China's population is now 
well under control — something that has thwar- 
ted India's democratic idealism. 

Thailand is another case in point and the 


children, it may arrive too slowly, too late. 

Kevin D’Souza, 
Safat 


Discounted air fare 


experience of these 2 countries is entirely worthy 
jfem 


of emulation in Third World countries. 

The education of India's masses fa Herculean 
task!) will come about too late lo exert effective 
control over the business of bounteous babies; a 
one-child policy must be made mandatory even if 
it means the usurpation of certain civil rights and 
liberties. 

Utopia is not around the comer, as successful 
governments would have us believe, but decades 
away even if action were initiated immediately. 

That the children of our vast and wonderful 
land should be forced to merely exist in degrad- 
ing and sub-human conditions is tragic enough, 
*.'■» procrastinate now and allow posterity to bit- 
terly condemn us for our vacillation is nothing 
short oF criminal.! 

Let us hope, before India tears apart at the 
seams with its intolerable human burden as it 
rockets towards the 21st century, that wisdom 
will dawn upon our political pundits. 

Heartbreakingly, for the vast majority of our 


SIR: We, the members of the Indian community 
in Kuwait, are deeply distressed by the recent 
decision of the Air-lhdia management here, to 
suspend the sale of discounted air tickets to 
various destinations in India. Our resentment is 
due to the following reasons. 

This increase is definitely a calculated 
exploitation of an Indian passenger from this 
area. AI charges a passenger in the Gulf secLor 
Rs.3 and paise 48 per km. while it charges a 
passenger from European sector Rs.l and paise 
47. A Trivandrum bound passenger has got to 
pay KD260 for his four hours journey from here 
while a New York bound AI passenger has to pay 
only KD258 for his more than 12 hours journey 
with all comforts. Hie paying for tickets has 
ceased to become an annual discomfort and has 
attained the dimensions of massive financial bur- 
den. 

A large majority of the Indian community 
here, belong to low income group, not earning 
more than 1 00 dinars per month. It is ridiculous, 
the way Airlndia has tried to cash in on the 
average Indians dream of making the homeward 
trips. Although we always supported AI. it 
always showed apathy towards Indians. 

P. Rajendran, 
Kuwait 


ALL Letters to the Editor most coataia the 
writer’s name aad address. Publication is at 
the discretion of the Editor and letters are 
subject to the editing process for space or 
other reasons. 


Nato 


US leadership 
undergoes trial 


WASHINGTON, (Reuter): The Nato summit, 
called by President George Bush for this week 
in London, will be an important test of contin- 
ued US leadership in an alliance fighting for its 
existence. 

Is Washington still the first among equals in 
the 16-member Western forum that has kept 
Lhe peace for 40 years or has it been eclipsed by 
West Germany, or by Europe as a whole? 

Does this question even matter as long as 
Nato succeeds in defining for itself a more 
political role and in building a new stable post- 
war Europe devoid of past military threats? 

Powerful 

“If you ask whether the United States is still 
the most powerful, single most importanimcm- 
ber of the alliance — unquestionably” the ans- 
wer is yes. said Gregory Flynn of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace. 

““Is the United States able Loday or even 
' willing to pursue a definition of Western 
interests made as much in Washington as it 
used lo be? No." 

“Is that lhe essence of leadership in all cases? 
That's absurd." he added. 

Some American analysts, including Flynn. 
give Bush and Secretary of State James Baker 
high marks for a non-exploitative response to 
communism's decline in Europe and for letting 
West Germany take the lead on German 
unification after last November's fall of the 
Berlin Wall. 

The two men. savvy politicians, encouraged 
the rise of democratic processes without gloat- 
ing or exacerbating tensions, ei ther in the Soviet 
Union or in Eastern Europe, these analysts say. 

Boost 

Bush used last month’s Washington summit 
to boost Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, the 
catalyst for most of Europe's recent revolution- 
ary change, who is struggling at home to retain 
power. 

Despite this, the signs or a less flamboyant, 
less dominant US role in Nato are evident. 

Bonn and France have been the vanguard 
advocating direct Western aid to support the 
reform efforts of Gorbachev and newly 
democratic East European governments. 

So compelling a public issue have they made 
this that Bush had little choice but to agree to 
discuss it at the economic summit he wilj host in 
Houstoh, Texas, beginning oh July 9. ' 

Bonn and othef" allies have also pushed 
Washington into accepting an expanded role 
for the Conference on Security and Co-opera- 
lion in Europe (CSCE), encouraged other 
initiatives to make Moscow feel secure with a 


united Germany's membership in Nato and 
helped ensure early negotiations on short range 
nuclear forces with the Soviets. 

Baker put a package of security assurances 
for the Soviets together that Nato endorsed and 
he initiated public debate on a Nato-Warsaw 
Pact non-aggression accord likely to.be pur- 
sued by the Western alliance in London. 

: Reluctantly 

...But the Uni ted States oniyr^iiiclanBy accep- 
ted a’ 'broadened CSCE' mandate, arid then 
much narrower than Europeans wanted. 

Even analysts who are generally satisfied 
with Washington's handling of revolutionary 
change in Europe feel it lost ground by not 
embracing a new role for CSCE more enth- 
usiastically. 

Moscow is insistent on a more substantive 
CSCE because it is Lhe only European security 
structure to which it belongs. 

On this, as on many other issues, “there's no 
doubt that Bonn is in the driver’s seat at this 
j>oint (but) I wouldn't attribute it to an abdica- 
tion of American leadership,” said Michael 
Mandelbauxn of the Council on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

‘“The Bush administration is not saturated 
with vision (and) the initiative passes to people 
with vision and the Germans” have it, he 
added. 

More supportive of the US approach is 
Flynn, who said Bush made a conscious 
decision to let the Europeans, especially the 
Germans, play the lead at this crucial time. 

|They have done so because they believe that 
being out ahead of the Europeans at a time 
when Europe has to determine its own future 
would be foolhardy,” he said. 

That may be so. But the politician in the 
White House also knows the importance of 
ultimately seizing the spotlight, the agenda and 
the credit. 

Bush is apparently ready to unveil at the 
London summit a package of changes that 
could radically reshape Nato in to the post-cold 
war era. 

These are said to include adoption of the 
politically attractive policy of making nuclear 
arms "weapons oflast resort” and withdrawing 
all nuclear artillery from Europe. 


QUOTE ME 



“My main memory is the first time I 
stepped here in 1 979 for a junior match. 
I was so a m azed and so scared. I was 
afraid to even walk on the grass that I'm 
going to damage it and somebody is 
8®. ,n 8 *j*y Y ou cannot do this, you cannot do 
uus. I still remember thaL Then I told myself ‘don't 
be afraid. It was, like, so special.” — Hana Man- 
dlikova remembering her first Wimbledon 
appearance. 



If any sute deserved a win it was us. The players 
their very best but it was very hoL W e played a g 
match but tins time luck was not vrithus at 
tosive moments. But football, is like that, 
created fewer chances than usual but we coul 
convert them.” — Spanirfi coach Luiz Suarez. 


“ made a secular country it will then i 
7° c ?" un “ iaJ vtolence and the counin 

S^ 0 SS ,tUra,ide "^"-Schoo.S 

* * * 


lhat ' s bow she feels best. Maybe 
releases her or lets her hit.the ball a little belter, 
warn t distracted by them when I played her the la 
{“!?:■ 1 U®* K*) busy concentrating on getting tl 
baU back. - Jennifer Capriati on the - - S 
loud competitive grunts issued after 

Eotla FrenCh ° PCT Champi0n 
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Dollar 
ends 
down in 
Europe 

LONDON, July 4, (Agencies): 
The dollar ended weaker in slack 
European Hading today as 
speculation mounted that OS 
interest rates were beaded lower. 

Gold firmed to its highest for 
one month and stock markets 
were mixed, ending lower iu Lon- 
don but up in Frankfurt 

Activity on the foreign 
exchanges was subdued by die 
fourth of July Independence Day 
holiday in the United States. 

Many currency and stock 
dealers in London and Frankfurt 
were also said to be leaving work 
early to watch a televised World 
Cup semifinal soccer match bet- 
ween England and West Ger- 
many. 

“We have to get home to do 
something really important," 
said one Frankfurt currency 
dealer. 

A statement by President, 
George Bush yesterday that brin- 
ging interest rates down world- 
wide remained a constant goal 
kept up the pressure on the 
dollar. 

It closed in London at 1 .6465 
German marks and. 149.70 
Japanese yen after endingyester- 
dayat! ; 6530 and 151.48, ... 

Thy pound sieriing.whs'*s | up-' 
ported by. fyigh Bnhsh'. interest 
rates and avowing it J 
wilJVspohTjbin ihe'Etftop&h 

amount that memos 2 i 
cart fluctuate agauis? e&6n btHav' * 

The pound finished at SI. 7870 
after 1.7750. 

London share prices were 
depressed by an almost constant 
stream of analysts' corporate 
profit downgradings over the 
past few days, dealers said. 

“Buyers who helped take the 
market higher in the second 
quarter (or 1990) are taking a 
breather and seem happy, to sit 
back and watch the market drift 
lower.” one dealer 

T^y.USdbU^lun^q^^; 
jheJapaneseyen anti other major” 
currencies in Tokyo today, while 
the Tokyo Stock Exchange's key 
index inched up. 

The dollar closed at 150.30 
yen, down 1 .38 yen from yester- 
day's 1 5 1.68-yen finish. It 
opened at 1 50.25 yen and ranged 
between 149.90 yen and 150.65 
yen. 

The US currency had edged up 
0.28 yen yesterday, but its fall 
since last Thursday now totals 
4. 12 yen. 

Dealers said the dollar's low 
opening in Tokyo today foll- 
owed its decline in overseas 
markets. 

“In addition to the yen, the 
dollar was lower against almost 
all the other major currencies,'’ 
said Minori Takeuchi, a dealer 
with Chemical Bank of Tokyo. 

There was no specific econ- 
omic factor behind the dollar- 
selling, she added. 

'‘Today's dollar-selling was 
technical 'adjustments, trying to 
push it below the 150-yen level.' 
she said. 

Gold bullion rose one dollar to 
close in London at its highest for 
a month at $362.50 an ounce. 

Dealers said there were signs 
of renewed confidence in the 
metal following a recent rally 
from a four-year low in mid- 
June. 

At the start of foreign 
exchange trading in Switzerland 
today, one Kuwaiti dinar was 
trading at 4.7559 Swiss francs, 
same as the closing rale yester- 
day. the Swiss-Kuwaiti Bank 
reported. 

Against the dinar, the German 
mark opened at 5.5463 (5.6367), 
the pound sterling 1.9 1 76 
(1.9223), Japanese yen 512.9941 
(516.5600), while the US dollar 
remained unchanged at 3.41 54. 

In New York, slocks on Wall 
Street rose on selected buying 
yesterday while bond prices were 
slightly higher. The dollar was 
little changed. 

Trading in all three markets 
was quiet prior to the American 
Independence Day holiday 

*°On Wall Street, the Dow Jones 
Industrial average dosed up 
1 2,37 points ai 2,911 .63. 

In Hong Kong, the Hang Sepg 
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Iraq leads bid 


to cut oil output 

US oil companies boost operations 

NICOSIA. J uly 4, (Agencies): Iraq, claiming losses of billions of dollars from falling oil prices, has stepped 
up pressure to cut output of the 1 3-nation Opec. the authoritative Middle East Economic Survey indicated. 

The Organisation ofPetroleum Exporting Countries pumps more than a third ofthe world's crude oil and 
tries to support world prices by limiting its output. 

The Mees newsletter in its current ed ition on M onda y said Baghdad was trying to pressure the U A£ with a 
hard-hitting public and private campaign. 

The campaign is evidently designed to pressure the UAE into cutting production to quota levels in order 
to help strengt hen sagging crude oil prices, which are now languishing between S4 and 55 per barrel below 
the target minimum of $18 per barrel, Mees said. 


Fuel tax likely to 
get consideration 

Bid to reduce global warming 

WASHINGTON, July 4, (Reuter): A new tax on coal, oil and 
natural gas use aimed at reducing global warming is likely to geL 
serious consideration at budget talks under way between Con- 
gress and the White House, Congressional sources said yester- 
day. 

The proposal, by representative Fortney Stark, a California 
Democrat, would eventually tax carbon emissions at $25 per ton, 
encouraging users to switch to cleaner fuels to minimise the 
greenhouse effect. 

“There is one solution to achieving the twin goals of reducing 
global warmingand the budget deficit.'' Stark said recently. “It is 
market-oriented and it works. The solution is a carbon tax.” 

The tax, to be phased in over five years, would take its biggest 
; bite from coal — which produces the most carbon dioxide — and 
' its smallest from natural gas. 

- The tax would produce $60 billion over five years, a significant 
. portion 'of the $400 billion to $600 billion deficit reduction 
*4- negotiators would like to achieve. 

1 0 _Np l 0 -fossfl fuels such as solar, hydro-electric, wind, geoiher- 
. ns iri3f‘3md nuclear." would escape the tax entirely because they 
prod uce no carbon dioxide. 

The Stark proposal had not, until recently, been taken 
seriously by the industry because it has powerful enemies. But 
while it might ordinarily languish, this year is different. 

US President George Bush's statement last week that tax 
revenues must be increased to help solve the federal budget deficit 
makes new energy taxes a serious possibility. 


British Railways 



LONDON, July 4, (UP1): 
Britain's Railways last year 
made an operating loss of £26 
million ($46.28 million), the first 
time the state-owned concern has 
been the red for five years, British 
Rail officials announced today. 

BR said the loss was not surpr- 
ising, despite a profit of a £100 
million ($178 million) last year 
and blamed it on a downturn in 
the British economy and last 
summer's rail strikes, which cost 
BR £83 million ($147.7 million) 
in lost revenue. 

“Lets hope we don't have a 
repetition of the strikes — that 
will put 83 million back into busi- 
ness, which should in fact take us 
back into the black," said BR 
chairman Sir Robert Reid today. 

“And as far as our continuing 
productivity drive and market- 
ing are concerned, that should 
again underpin our recovery," he 
added. 

The £26 million ($46.28 
million) loss has forced BR to 
postpone until the fail publica-, 
tion of its new three year plan,' 
which was due for publication 
later this month. 

The British government is 
expected also to postpone its 
plans to privatize BR. Analysts 
said the losses would make 


privatization a more distant 
objective for the ruling Con- 
servative Party. 

In its plans to privatize BR, the 
government hopes to slash sub- 
sidies to BR in particular to the 
beleaguered network southeast 
region which last yearclocked up 
losses of £138 million ($245.6 
million) despite higher fares. 

Transport lobby groups have’ 
often criticised the government 
for its poor support for BR com- 
pared to the rest of Europe and 
say BR could not manage with- 
out the present level of subsidy. 

But Reid said he did not 
believe the government was ask- 
ing loo much of BR. 

“What they’ve asked in the 
past. BR has achieved firmly, in 
comparison with our counter- 
parts in Europe — the Italian 
railways get £4 billion (57.1 
billion); the German railways get 
£3 billion ($5.3 billion); the 
French get £3 (billion ($5.3 
billion). We get five hundred 
million ($890 million). We give 
the income taxpayer a good 
deal." 

British trains axe not popular 
with the public, which blames 
BR for duly and overcrowded 
trains, high fares and poor 
service. 



Nikkei stock avenge: 32445.92 
( + 3132) 

Vofanoe: 550 m3 As 
Yen exchange rate: 15030 
Name of stock 
Ad van test Corp 
Ajinomoto 
Alps Elec. 

Amada 

Asa hi (Them Ind 
Asahi Glass 
C.HohCo. 

Canon Inc. 

Casio Comp 
Dai Nippon Printing 
Daiichi Seiyaku 
Dainippon Ph 
Daishinku Corp 
Eisai 

Fanuc Ltd. 

Fuji Photo 
Fujitsu Lid. 

Hitachi Credit 
Hitachi Koki 
Hitachi Lid. 

Hitachi Metal 
Honda Motor 
ItoYokadoCo 
Kajima Corp 
Kawasaki H 1 
Kobe Cast Iron 
Kokusai Elec. 

Komatsu Ltd. 

Kyocera Corp 
Marui 

Matsushita Ind 
Mat Electric 
Mazda M C 
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1850 
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Mizuno Corp 
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2030 
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3830 
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Mori Seiki Co. 

4510 

1810 

NEC Corp 
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915 

Nikon Corp 

.1680 

1870 

Nippon Shin Co 

1100 

825 

Nippon Steel Corp 

566 
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1880 

Nomura Sec 
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2580 

Okuma Mach 

1890 
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Onward K Co. 
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Orix Corp 
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Pioneer Elec Co. 
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Renown Look Inc 
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Sanyo Elec Co. 
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1440 

Secora Co., Ltd. 

6600 

1590 

ShinEtsuChem 

1890 

2340 

Shindengen Elec 

1400 

1490 

Sony Corp 

8750 

1610 

Sumitomo Elec Ind. 

1580 

1750 

S. Metal fnd. 

566 

3960 

Takeda Chemical 

1710 

1990 

TDK Corp 

7400 

874 

Tokio Marine & Fire 

1370 

1770 

Tokyo Elec Power 

4190 

5220 

Tokyo Electron Ltd 

4710 

1240 

Toppan Printing 

1750 

8850 

Toray Ind Inc. 

780 

3)90 

Toshiba Corp 

1070 

3730 

Toyota Motor 

2280 

2150 

Yaskawa Elec 

1050 

920 
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Urgent messages to this effect 
from Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein were delivered to the 
heads of state of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, the UAE and Qatar last 
week by Saadoun Hamadi, 
Iraq's deputy prime minister in 
charge of economic affairs, the 
newsletter indicated. 

Hamadi described the loss of 
revenue from the current oil- 
price deterioration as "intolera- 
ble For Iraq." 

“We are sticking to our 
production quota of 3.14 million 
bareels per day but others do 
not," Hamadi is quoted as saying 
by Mees. “Iraq stands to lose $1 
billion a year in oil revenues for 
each decline in price of $1 per 
barrel...” 

“Iraq cannot tolerate this 
situation.'' he said. “Our finan- 
cial and economic situation 
motivates us to speak loudly." 

Hamadi also made it clear that 
his country would not be satis- 
fied with merely restoring the $18 
a barrel target price average for 
seven Opec crudes, but wanted a 
mini mum price of $25 a barrel. 

He said this price would be 
acceptable to oil buyers and 
could be achieved by Opec 
through the solidarity in produc- 
tion restraint. 

Mees also said Iraqi Oil Mini- 
ster Essam Abdul Rahim 
Chalabi has outlined what looks 
like an Iraqi blueprint for resolv- 
ing the production-price 
. problem at. the upcoming meet- 
ing of all Opec oil ministers in 
Geneva on July 25. 

■ -Many US- oil companies are 
expanding emphasis on inter- 
national exploration and 
development and increasing 
their overseas energy reserves, 
according to an annual survey. 

Such exploration and develop- 
ment exceeded spending on 
domestic exploration for the first 
time in the Arthur Andersen oil 
and gas reserve disclosures 
survey released yesterday. The 
accounting firm has been review- 
ing financial documents of 263 
public oil companies annually 
for the past 1 1 years. 

Norway's North Sea oil 
production recovered to 40 per 
cent of normal output today des- 
pite wildcat strikes by offshore 
workers infuriated by govern- 
ment back- to- work orders. 

A spokesman for Phillips 
Petroleum said two workers on 
an offshore platform in the Ekof- 
isk field had been dismissed for 
preventing a helicopter carrying 
non-strikers from landing. 

Similar ind dents were repor- 
ted qp other platforms, but they 
did not appear to have led to 
dismissals. 

Norway's centre-right govern- 
ment invoked special powers on 
Monday to halt a legal two-day 
strike by the main offshore work- 
ers' union which virtually shut 
down production. 

Iran move to 
tame inflation 

NICOSIA, July 4. (Reuter): 
Iran's Central Bank, trying to 
soak up excess money and tame 
inflation, announced new 
regulations on fixed deposits 
with higher returns today. 

Bank Governor Mohammad 
Hossein Adeli said on Tehran 
radio stale banks would now 
accept fixed deposits for two, 
three or five years paying a min- 
imum annual return of 10, 1 1 or 
1 3 per cent, respectively. 

Interest, outlawed in Islam, is 
officially banned in Iran where 
banks technically enter into part- 
nerships with each depositor and 
pay profits on their share of 
investment. 

The percentage cannot be 
fixed beforehand, but the banks 
announce a minimum . 
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US has unofficial recession 

Millions of Americans face unemployment 


PHOENIX, Arizona, July 4. <AP): Richard Lyon and his son tried to 
make a living with a two-truck shipping company. But bills outran 
them, the business shut down, and Lyon drove straight into bankruptcy 
court. 

Don’t tell him the economy's not in a recession. 

“We're just one of the statistics now,” Lyon shrugged. 

RA Ballard went from building 78 homes a year here in 1986 to six 
this year declared insolvent and seized by federal regulators. He’s found 
it difficult to borrow more money. 

west’s "sunbelt/* local econ- “ 
omies have slipped dramatically. 

In some industries, most notably 
housing, a recession is clearly 
under way, many economists 
say. 

Unemployment 

For millions of Americans, 
from clerks in debt-laden retail 
stores to defence industry 
machinists facing unem- 
ployment. and truckers and buil- 
ders like Lyon and Ballard, the 
times feel like a recession — an 
unofficial recession. 

“Official proclamations aside, 

I think for certain sectors and 
certain states, it is a recession," 

-said Robert Brusca, chief finan- 
cial economist at Nikko 
Securities Co International in 
New York. 

“This is not a typical business 
cycle recession, but the regional 
problems may finally drag down 
the rest of the country/' said 
Albert Sindlinger, a forecaster 
whose company tracks “house- 
hold liquidity" as a measure of 
the economy's health. 

Sindlinger's survey predicted 
the last two recessions when it 
found more than 50 per cent of 
US households responded 
negatively to at least one of his 
key questions dealing with 
household income, jobs and 
business conditions. 

That happened again for the 
first lime in January. 

“Historically, every time that 
we’ve had the nation with over 50 
per cent of the population in 
recession, that was the month 
that the government later issued 
a declaration saying "that was 
when the recession started," Sin- 
dlinger said. 

Consider: 

■ The Labour Department 
reported no job growth in the 
private sector during March, 

April and May. 

■ An official forecasting gauge 
known as the index of leading 
economic indicators has 
remained sluggish this year. The 
gross national product, the 
broadest official measure of 
economic activity, grew at an 
annual rate of just 1.3 percent in 
the first quarter — the lowest 
since the 1982 recession. 

■ New home sales have fallen 
for six months, also to the lowest 
level since the recession year 
1 982. The auto industry is stalled 
and defence contractors are lay- 
ing ofT thousands. 

■ Bankruptcies are growing. 

They range from the huge cor- 
porate variety resulting from 
junk-bond debt like that of 
federated department stores, to 
the personal variety resulting 
from unemployment or too 
man y bills. 

■ The latest report on regional 
economies by the Federal 
Reserve, the nation's central 
bank, said most are weak or 
growing only slowly. 

StilL, the Fed's periodic assess- 
ment released late last month 
found healthy economies in the 
northern Midwest and the 
Pacific coast states. 

Inflation 

Moreover, economists say key 
ingredients are missing to lay the 
groundwork for a recession — 
most notably the high inflation 
that causes interest rates to jump 
sharply and bring business to a 
halt. They also say the economy 
today is far more diversified than 
in the past. 

“If the economy was still as 
heavily dependent on housing 
and autos as it was in the '60s and 
'70s, then I'd say we're in a reces- 
sion. But it’s not,” said Pruden- 
tial- Bach e Securities Inc. econ- 
omist Edward Yardeni, who 
coined the term “rolling reces- 
sion" to describe the regional 
downturns that have swept 
across the country in recent 
years. 

“I would still characterise it as 
a rolling recession," Yardeni 


“I have essentially closed my company down," said Ballard, a 
director of the National Association of Home Builders. "I thought it 
was only happening to me. I thought ii was isolated to Texas, Arizona 
and some other problem areas. But it's not. It's happening every- 
where." 

A recession? Not based on officially sanctioned economic statistics. 
They show ibe US economy continues to eke out slow growth, 
prolonging the longest peacetime expansion in history. 

But in some regions, such as the northeast and parts of the south- 


US in midst of unsurpassed prosperity 

Data mills in trouble 


WASHINGTON, June 4, (AP): The government’s 
number mills are in trouble. At a time when the US 
economy has never been more complex, federal 
statisticians are losing the ability to track the chan- 
ges. 

The official statistics report that the nation is 
currently in the midst of a period of unsurpassed 
prosperity — a peace time record of 7 1-2 years 
without a recession. 

But private economists say many of the statistics 
spewed by the government each month that pur- 
port to track the economy are seriously flawed. 
Some are so suspect, that analysts ignore them in 
preparing forecasts rather than face embarrass- - 
ment when the government totally revised its 
original report. 

“History is being rewritten on a monthly basis/' 
said Allen Sinai, chief economist of the Boston Co. 
“It makes it very hard for private sector analysts 
and public policy makers to come to correct con- 
clusions.” 

Take the chagrin caused last year with the mon- 
thly report on retail sales. The government first 
reported retail sales fell by 0. 1 per cent in May 
1989 only to discover relatedly that the survey had 
overlooked $1.4 billion in sales. 

Thus, a small decline turned into a sizeable 0.8 
percent increase. 

But the problem didn't stop there. The initial 
erroneous report was picked up in the govern- 
ment's broadest measure of economic activity — 
the gross national product — which originally 
showed an anaemic 1 .7 per cent growth rate during 
the spring. 

After the error in retail sales was caught, the 
GNP report was revised to show the economy 
growing at a much more respectable 25 per cent. 
However, the correction came too late to stop 
policy makers at the federal reserve from acting to 
cut interest rates for fear the economy was headed 
into recession. 

A number of economists believe that the federal 
reserve has been forced to keep interest rates 
higher this year because of that mistaken easing in 
credit last year. 

Bad data triggers more than bad government 
policy. Millions of dollars can be lost in seconds on 
Wall Street based on investors’ jittery response to 
the latest report, even though bad news one month 
may be revised to look significantly better a month 
later. 

The consumer price index affects the pocket- 
book of virtually every American in a different 
way. The CPL the government’s most closely wat- 
ched measure of inflation, is used to adjust the 
monthly payments of 38 million people who 
receive soda! security — the government's pension 
programme for the elderly and disabled — 20 
million recipients of food stamps, 3.5 million 
federal retirees and at least 8.5 million workers 
covered by collective bargaining contracts that link 
wage increase to CPI increases. 

Even the amount of taxes we pay is affected 
because the CPI is used each year to adjust rates to 
prevent inflation — induced tax increases known 
as “bracket-creep.” 

In studying government data, everyone from the 


Definition debated 

US recession 

THE official definition of a recession was establi- 
shed by the National Bureau ofEconomic Research, 
a forecasting concern ho Cambridge. Mass. That has 
been associated with presidential advisers Arthur 
Burns and Martin Felds tein and other influential 
economists. 

It measures recessions through the gross national 
product, the total value at triad prices of ail goods 
and services produced by the economy in a given time 
period, adjusted for inflation. The GNP, compiled 
quarterly by thecommerce department, isconsiacred 
the broadest measure of economic health. 

Generally speaking, there must be at least two 
consecutive quarters or declines in GNP for the 
government to acknowledge a recession has 
occurred. That hasn't happened since the (9SI-82 
recession. 

The most recent GNP figure was issued June 21. 
when the commerce department said growth in the 
first quarter of this year totalled 1.9 per cent of an 
annua) basis, compared with i.l percent in the final 
three months of 1989. (AP) 


National Academy of Sciences to the National 
Assodationof Business Economists has reached 
the same conclusion — there are serious problems 
regarding the accuracy and usefulness of the statis- 
tics. 

A survey last year of NABE members found 72 
percent were unhappy with the quality of govern- 
ment data, up from 6 1 per cent the year before. 
Retail sales, GNP and merchandise trade reports 
were identified as the worst offenders. 

Michael Boskin, chairman of the president’s 
council of economic advisers anti head of an 
administration statistics task foroe exploring the 
issue, said that deteriorating statistics party reflect 
a more complex economy. 

"When we as a nation produced mostly things 
like steel and bushels of wheat, output was easy to 
count,” Boskin said. "Tonnes of steel and bushels 
of wheat/* 

But today in an economy where 75 per cent of 
the output is in service industries, ranging from 
banks and hospitals to fast-food franchises and 
video rental outlets, output is more difficult to 
measure. 

How do you assign a value to the increased 
output and productivity from an innovation such 
as 24-hour teller machines, Boskin asks. 

Many economists, however, believe a complex 
economy is only partly to blame for the slump in 
data reliability. In their view, the bigger culprit was 
president Ronald Reagan's administration. Bud- 
get cuts forced staff reductions at the statistics 
agencies and cut into the research needed to keep 
sampling techniques current with a changing econ- 
omy. 

Former commerce undersecretary Robert Ort- 
ner, who oversaw the work at tbe Census Bureau 
and tbe Bureau ofEconomic Analysis during the 
Reagan administration, says that austere budgets 
during this time did have an effect 


said. "If you want to find reces- 
sion, you can find it, but it’s not 
economy-wide." 


The National Association of 
Business Economists still 
predicts the economy will skirt a 
recession through 1991. Econ- 
omistRobert Eggert, whose firm 
complies the Blue Chip consen- 
sus forecasting report, agrees. 

“I fed very strongly that we 
will not have a recession as a 
nation this year or next," said 
Eggert. On the other hand, he 
said, “recession-like conditions 
are likely to prevail in some 
industries and regions of the 
nation. It's going to seem like a 
recession to some people." 

It seems that way in Kevin 
O’Brien's line of work, which 
grew by a record 18 percent last 
year, and this year is up to 24 per 
cent over that pace. Customers 
line up before opening and use a 
night-drop slot long past closing. 
The number of employees has 
nearly trippled in four you*. 

•O'Brien’s shop isn't the hip- 
pest high-tech firm or video 
store, he's the clerk for the US 
bankruptcy court in Phoenix, 
now one of the busiest in the 
nation. 

Bankruptcy 

By the looks of the rows pf 
people pouring over stacks of 
bankruptcy documents, you 
might say the local economy was 
in a recession. 


But like the rest of the nation, 
Arizona's economy is growing 
sluggishly. A few office buildings 
still are under construction in 
Phoenix. State unemployment is 
around 5.3 per cent. 


it the national average. 

“It is a very soft economy 
here,” said Ron Simon, econ- 
omist with the Arizona Depart- 
ment of Economic Security. 
"Within Arizona you could say 
that construction and related 
industries are m a recession, but 
overall, we are still growing as a 
state, so we are not in a recession 
as a state, but it’s fragile.’' 

Like much of the rest of the 
country, Arizona faces what 
some economists are calling a 
credit crunch, or a shortage of 
loan money. That not only has 
crimped housing, but also other 
small businesses. 

Superx Corp, a chain of 130 
drug stores in four states, sought 
bankruptcy protection after 
government regulators who 
seized the firm's main lender 
were unwilling to renegotiate 
debt. Chicken-chain El Polio 
Asado was forced to liquidate 
after regulaio rs cut off financing. 

“They made a bad situation a 
whole lot worse/' said Ron 
Paradise, former president of El 
Polio Asado. “Ail we needed was 


another 30 days to put a reorgan- 
isation plan in place. 

Seven of Arizona's 10 Savings- 
and-Loans are controlled by the 
federal government, which most 
sell or dispose of $15 billion 
worth of assets in tbe state. A 
survey by the accounting firm 
Kenneth Levenihal and Com- 
pany found the worst shortage of 
credit in Arizona in nearly two 
decades. 

“We’re virtually redlined in 
terms of new financing," said 
former Phoenix mayor Terry 
Goddard, now a gubernatorial 
candidate. 

But across the country in 
Washington, talk of a credit 
crunch is dismissed by Alan 
Greenspan, tbe Federal Reserve 
chairman and the most powerful 
banker in the country. 

Nonetheless, Greenspan ack- 
nowledged to Congress last 
month, some lenders have tight- 
ened their practices, and ‘This 
cautious stance in the granting of 
credit could cumulate to threaten 
the economic expansion.” 

Whatever it’s called, the 
declining availability of credit 
doesn't seem to have drastically 
affected consumer spending, at 
feast not yet. Consumers account 
for much of the nation's e con- 
omicactivity. 


NEC unveils fastest mainframe computer leapfrogging US, Japan rivals 


TOKYO, July 4, (AP): Japan’s NEC 
Corp., leapfrogged its US and Japanese 
rivals today by unveiling what it said is the 
world’s fastest general-purpose computer. 

The company said its new ACOS Sys- 
tem 3800 computers were designed for 
maximum speed and memory-processing 
capacity. 

The top of the line, the Model 60. is 
capable of speeds of up to 500 million 
instructions per second (mips.) and can 
store and access up to 128 terrabyles, or 


trillion bytes, of data — the equivalent of 
about 200.000 years of typical English-lan- 
guage newspaper, NEC said. 

Last month. Japan’s Hitachi Ltd, 
announced its M-880 series of mainframe 
computers, with a maximum speed ofl55 
mips, which it said was then tne fastest in 
the world, IBM's top mode! has a speed of 
122 mips, it said. 

The Hitachi computers are compatible 
with IBM machines, while NECs main- 
frames are not, making di reel comparisons 


of processing speeds difficult 

In typical business use, the NEC Model 
60’s speed will average 70-80 per cent of its 
top processing capaci ty, company officials 
said. 

IBM, the world's largest maker of com- 
puters. is reportedly developing a new 
mainframe computer expected to debut 
next year. 

General-purpose mainframe computers 
are intended for varied office and business 
use, while supercomputers are designed 


rificafly for scientific calculations and 
fore can operate more rapidly. 

NEC executive vice-president Yukio 
Mizuno said the System 3800 computers 
are designed to handle large data bases for 
one or more companies. 

“Up until now, large mainframes gen- 
erally served a single company, but 
increasingly they are being used to create 
networks between several companies, such 
as a manufacturer and its wholesalers," he 
said. 
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‘We’ll join when time is right’ 


Linking of pound to Europe’s exchange rate 


Margaret Thatcher 


LONDON, June 4, (AP): Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher yesterday, refused to 
commit herself to when Britain would link the 
pound to Europe's exchange rate mechanism. 

Her refusal followed remarks from Bun- 
desbank President Karl Otto Poehl yesterday 
that he expected the pound to join soon. 

The mechanism limits the exchange rate 
movements of nine out of the common mark- 
et's 12 currencies. 

Asked in the House of Commons whether 
she agreed with PoehJ's comments, Thatcher 
said: “I would not disagree that we are bound 
to joint the exchange rate mechanism, we 
have accepted that.. 

"We shall join, as Karl Otto Poehl said, 
when the time is right." 


Prompting laughter, she said: “I do not 
know quite what he meant by soon, but I 
could agree or disagree with it according to 
what means." 

Thatcher repeated that Britain is commit- 
ted to linking the pound when Britain's condi- 
tions are fulfilled 

Britain says its inflation rate, running at 9.7 
per cent, first must fall in line with the 
European Economic Community average, 
currently at about 5 per cent 

Earlier yesterday, Poehl said he wasn't 
enthusiastic about a British counterproposal 
to European monetary union. 

Speaking to a committee in the House of 
Lords, Poehl restated his demand that an 
independent European central bank be given 


full control over European Economic Com- 
munity members' monetary affairs. 

A European central bank must have “sole 


control of the price and quantity of money" in 
the EEC, while such responsibilities as bank- 


ing supervision could be left in the bands of 
national central banks, he said. 

Poehl also said he didn't think it was “very 
helpful" to add the so-called hard European 
currency unit proposed by Britain to the exist- 
ing 1 2 EEC currencies as an intermediate step 
toward closer EEC economic co-operation. 

“I am not so enthusiastic about that 
proposal," Poehl told the committee. But, he 
continued, "we have study it carefully and 
after that we may come to a different con- 
clusion. 


Economic 

summit 

draws 


protesters 


HOUSTON. July 4, (UPI): An 
estimated 12,000 demonstrators 
are expected to converge on 
Houston along with the leaders 
of the seven Western industrial- 
ised nations and 4.000 media 
representatives during the econ- 
omic summit. 

One of the first demonstra- 
tions is the Broccoli Summit, a 
light-hearted rally Friday mak- 
ing fun of President George 
Bush's dislike of the green veggie. 
But other demonstrations, such 
as the Ku Klux Klan rally on 
Saturday, have authorities more 
concerned. 

Aids activists have planned a 
downtown march followed by a 
Cure Aids Now rally Sunday, but 
organisers say they plan no dis- 
ruptive actions such as the one 
the nation witnessed during a 
recent conference on Aids in San 
Francisco. 

Nearly 400 Houston police 
officers i n riot gear will be used to 
monitor the Klan march and a 
rally at Hermann Park, said 
Capt. Milton Simmons of the 
special operations division of the 
Houston police department 

"We have no intelligence as far 
us any violent activity that may 
occur," said Simmons. "But you 
never know. These son-of-a- 
guns, their whole purpose is to 
try and incite people. And they 
want you to be violent with them. 
That plays into their mode of 
operation. 

"Hopefully, we won't have 
any trouble, but the potential is 
there." he said. Although recom- 
mending that the public stay 
away from the rally, Simmons 
said he expects some anti-KIan 
protests to occur. 


Charles Lee. a spokesman for 
the White Camclia Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan and the Texas 
White Knights, said he wants 
Bush and other world leaders to 
know "that white power and 
white racism is alive and well in 
America." 

Lee said up to 400 Kfansmen. 
Aryan nations representatives 
and neo-Nazi skinheads from 
across the United States will par- 
ticipate in the march and rally. 

"What they (summit dele- 
gates) are going to be doing 
actually is plotting against the 
American taxpayer." said Lee. 
who lives in the Houston area. 

“We feel that George Bush 
doesn't represent the interests of 
Americans anymore. He keeps 
sending all of our money. 
They're going to have people 
coming down representing 
Japan, which we think is waging 
an economic war against our 
country." 


Some S 20.000 have been auth- 
orised for the police department 
to buy new helmets, gas masks 
and riot jackets in preparation 
for activities surrounding the 
summit, which include at least 1 5 
demonstrations. 

About 1,500 officers will be 
assigned locover summit-related 
security and SI million to S2 
miljion will be spent on overtime, 
police said. 

Don Treshman. national 
director of the Houston-based 
Rescue America, said he would 
like to show summit leaders that 
“the streets of Houston are sale 
for everyone. Ihe mothers with 
the children and the dignitaries.” 

“We think that will be a 
positive image to send back, 
showing Houston as a city at 
peace and harmony rather than 
(he death and destruction that 
seems to be rampant ... at abor- 
tion clinics." 


Summit leaders face 


world full of change 


Focus on agricultural trade reform 


WASHINGTON, July 4, (UPI): The leaders of the seven major indus- 
trialised nations, gathering this week in Houston, face a world of chang e 
in their first economic summit of the past-cold war era. 

Since meeting last summer in Pans, the leaders have witnessed the 
remarkable march of Eastern Europe away from co mmunism toward 
market-oriented economies, the approach of a reunified Germany and 
the continued crumbling of the Soviet economy. 

In addition to these Jofty matters of state, the world’s leaders have felt 
steady pressure to improve the global environment 
Summit organisers said this week's meeting, Monday through Wed- 
nesday, is intended to help the beads of state learn how others have 


managed to weather the changes and cope with the unsettled economic 
climate. 

The three-day meeting is expected to focus on agricultural trade 
reform, the environment and economic assistance to such conn tries as the 
Soviet Union, China and Latin America. 


Focus 


President Bnsh intends to focus Us discussions with his counterparts 
from Canada . En gla nd , France, Germany, Italy and Japan on the 
successful oondnskm of the General Agreement on Tarifis and Trade's 
cmrait Urugnay rotmd of trade talk* 



Washington The successful completion of 

the Uruguay round of the General Agreement on 
Tariff and Trade is the key goal of President George 
Bush when be meets with the leaders of the workrs 
seven largest industrialised nations. 

Agricultural trade reform has become one of the 
thorniest issues for world trade talks, with the United 
States and the 12-nation European Economic Com- 
munity disagreeing about the scope of reform. 

The United States, through the trade talks, is 
seeking the easing of foreign agricultural export 
subsidies and greater access to foreign markets. 

Although Bush is expected to urge his foriegn 
colleagues to impress upon their trade ministers the 
need for a successful conclusion to the trade talks, 
which are scheduled to end in December, he also 
hopes to leave a favourable impression of his recent 
initiative on Latin American trade and debt-reduc- 
tion. 

In return. Bush is likely to get a pitch from West 
German and French leaders for increased foriegn aid 
to the Soviet Union. 


subject of aid to developing countries generally and 
Afnca specifically, urging the other mdustriafited 
countries to follow Pans' lead in reducing the debt of 
the poorest countries. 

Foreign Ministry officials acknowledged that Mit- 
terrand is hkdy to find himself isolated on the aid 
issue, as he has been at previous G-7 meetings But 
Mitterrand considers hmreelf the spokesman Tor the 
Third World and is determined to present its case in 
Houston. 

A Foreign Ministry official said it is likely that the 
US idea for a Marshall Plan to help Central America 
also would be discussed, bat said France would be 
reticent about contributing money to a Central 
American fund if it does not have a voice in shaping 
policies in the area. 

* * * 


Tokyo — Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu will arrive at the summit in high spirits thanks 
to the successful conclusion June 28 of a la n d m ark 


Bonn — West Germany will call on tfie other 
leading industrial nations to join it in giving econ- 
omic and finanda] aid to the Soviet Union to support 
Gorbachev and his economic and political reforms. 

Chanced or Kohl wants the West not only to give 
aid but to do it according to a plan, with experts 


trade agreement with the United States. 

The summit’s top two economic powers agreed to a 
package of reforms aimed at cutting the chronic US 
trade deficit with Japan, which last year stood at S49 
billion, in two to three years. 

Kaifu will use the goodwill gained through the 
trade pact to push his summit agenda of restoring 
normal relations with China and delaying pressure 
on Japan to open its market to imported rice. 


Rome Italy expects the question of providing 

financial; commercial and technical aid to the Soviet 
Union in a bid to help President Mikhail Gorbachev 
to be the dominant issue at the Houston G-7 con- 
ference. 

At its summit meeting in Dublin June 25-26, the 12- 
nation European Economic Community strongly 
favoured immediate economic aid. with French 
President Francois Mitterrand and German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl in the forefront. 

The European ministers are expected to put strong 
pressure on Lhe United States to follow suit, but 
President Bush and Secretary of State James Baker 
already have indicated they do not consider Mos- 
cow's reforms sufficient to justify massive Western 
aid. 

An Italian Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
Prime Minister Giulio Andneotli’s government has 
not vet drawn up its agenda for the summit. But he 
saidluly hopes there will be a thorough discussion of 
the problem ofThird World debt and how to solve it. 


that aid is urgently needed during the transitional 
period the Soviet economy is now going through- 

Kohl has set the stage lor the discussion in Hous- 
ton by writing to the heads of other G-7 states 
outlinmgtoview5.Hehasaetanexa2nplebygtianui- 
teeing a *2.9 billion German bonk credit to the So viet 
Union. He wants the West “to help the Soviet Union 
help itself.*' 

West Germany is pushing the aid programme 
because Kohl believes it will help the German unifica- 
tion process. The Soviet Union is reported to be 
seeking aid ofS20 bilbon in return for acceptance of 
Nato membership for a united Germany. 


London British Prime Minister Margaret 

Thatcher will .push her view at the summit that 
Moscow should not receive large-scale aid unless the 
Soviet Union fully embraces capitalism. 

Analysts said the need to avoid trade wars among 
an integrated European economy and North 
America and Japan also will sit high on Thatcher's 
agenda, but that the relative health of the main 
Western economies® will mean market-related issues 
will be secondary. 

Experts said the crucial task will be a decision on 
how to aid the Soviet Union. And they expect That- 
cher to press further her position pursued during a 
June 25-26 summit of the 12-nation European Econ- 
omic Community. 


Paris — ; French officials say President Mit- 
terrand wilt join West Germany's Kohl in pressing 
for a major aid package for the Soviet Union. The 
idea ofS15 billion in aid to Moscow was discussed at 
the recent summit of the 12 EEC countries in Dublin 
but was not approved. 

The French president again will bring up the 


Ottawa — Canadian officials want environmen- 
tal protection as well as economic development or 
Eastern Europe addressed at the G-7 su mmi t. 

A spokesman for the Canadian External Affairs 
Ministry said that while discussions on promoting 
democracy in Eastern Europe and easing Soviet 
turmoil are expected to dominate the talks. Canadian 
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney wants to make the 
environment a priority. 



‘Didn’t have fingers in the till’ 


Probe clears Scargill 


Arthur Scargill 


SHEFFIELD, July 3, (Reuter): Britain's most militan t union leader, 
Arthur Scargill, said yesterday he had been cleared by an independent 
inquiry examining allegations he solicited and then misspent Libyan 
money during a miners' strike in 1 984. 

The Daily Mirror newspaper alleged in March that Scargill, 
president of the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM), launched a 
secret operation which received £1 63,000(5288,500) in hardship money 
from Libyan leader Mi jam mar Khaddafi. 

The Mirror alleged Scargil used souk of the money to repay home 
loans for himself and two of his officials, including NUM General 
Secretary Peter Heathfield. Scargill denied the charge. 

Scargill said last night that the independent inquiry, set Up by the 
NUM after the Daily Mirror report, exonerated him from misuse of 
funds in the bitter 1 2-month pit war against Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. 


Pickens vows to increase holdings in Koito 


DALLAS, July 4, (UPI): Texas oilman T. 
Boone Pickens Jr says he mil move quickly to 
boost his stake in Koito Manufacturing Co. 
to 33 per cent from 26 per cent. despite 
another defeat of his attempt to gain seats on 
the board of the Japanese auto parts maker. 

Pickens, who lost his bid to secure four 
board seats at Koito’s annua) stockholders 
meeting in Tokyo last week, said Monday he 
plans to buy more Koito slock that could cost 
him an additional $ 1 60 million at about S20 a 
share. His cunent investment in Koito 


through his Boone Co. unit already has made 
him Koito's largest shareholder. 

Pickens and Koito have been battling for 
over a year. Pickens has used the Koito case to 
tell the world that Japan does not give the 
same access to foreign investors as the United 
States does to outsiders. 

Koito has maintained Pickens is a cor- 
porate raider who wants to recoup his invest- 
ment in the company through greenmail, an 
inflated price a company pays to repurchase 
slock in order to thwart a hostile takeover. 


"They just can’t stand to have me in over 
there.” Pickens told the Fort Worth Star- 
Telegram. “They are just not going to allow 
any American to be involved in corporate 
Japan — it’s that simple. We’re going to try 
and change IhaL” 

Throughout the annual meeting, Koito 
stockholder heckled Pickens and his 
entourage. Finally Pickens stormed outof the 
meeting. 

"When I walked in the door the first thing l 
heard was ‘Yankee go home 1 , n Pickens said. 


Other topics on the president's 
agenda include drumming up 
support for his recent Latin 
Amoican trade and debt- reduc- 
tion initiative and a review of 
efforts to preserve the environ- 
ment 

European leaders are expected 
to bring to the summit the issue of 
finanda] aid to the Soviet Union, 
while Japan lobbies for the 
release of $53 billion in develop- 
ment loans to China, which were 
frozen following the massacre at 
Ti ananme n Square. 

The successful conclusion of 
the current Gatt negotiations, 
scheduled to end in December, 
rests with reaching agreements to 
ease European agricolttrral 
export subsidies and imptgye 
market access for foreign 
products. 

“That is one of the things they 
will be debating behind the 
scenes," said C. Michael Aho, 
director of economic studies at 
the non-partisan Council on 
Foreign Relations. 


Discipline 


Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady said it is “especially 
important" to develop discipline 
in the area of agricultural trade, 
which he noted is rife with “very 
serious and expensive distor- 
tions." 

Agricultural trade reform, 
called by one analyst "the first 
test of capitalist co-operation," 
has become one of the thorniest 
issues for world trade talks, with 
the United States - and the 
European Economic Commun- 
ity disagreeing about the scope of 
reform. 

United States trade represen- 
tative Carla Hills said she is 
hopeful the summit will clear up 
the major differences on agricul- 
tural reform, which include such 
trade-distorting measures as 
export subsidies, internal sup- 
ports and barriers to market 
access. 

"We are willing to negotiate 
but we simply must ha ve a reduc- 
tion in the three areas," Hills 
said. “Our choice is to ratchet up 
(US export subsidies) or per- 
suade Europe to bring down 
their stratospheric export sub- 
sidies whereby they bribe the 
market. That simply needs to 
change." 


Hills said the European Econ- 
omic Community annually 
spends 59 billion in agricultural 
export subsidies compared with 
about $500 million by the United 
States. 


Edward Hudgins, deputy 
director of economic policies 
studies at the Heritage Founda- 
tion, a Washington “think- 
tank," said the European leaders 
are expected to resist pressure to 
alter their agricultural policies. 


“Basically, they have their 
attention fixed on 1992 and Eas- 
tern Europe integration," he 
said. 'There is a tendency for 
them to say they don’t have the 
time- or incentive to deal with 
this.” 


The political and economic 
upheaval of Eastern Europe and 
the prospects of a reunified Ger- 
many are sure to be discussed in 
Houston, giving West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl a 
heightened presence at the meet- 
ing. 

Japan, powered by its second- 
longest period of continuous 
postwar economic expansion, is 
expected to test its political wings 
in the international arena by 
pressing for foreign aid for 
China. 





Selling gestures 


A Manila slock (radar gestures out an intention to sell during opening trade at one of Manila's two bourses on T uesday. 
Philippine shares slipped to close lower as sellers dominated the.market at the opening and closing sessions in reaction 
to the acquittal of Imelda Marcos on rackeleering charges in New York. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Strike concern boosts factory orders 


WASHINGTON, July 4. (Reuter): Orders received 
by US factories climbed a healthy 2.1 per cent in 
May, the Commerce Department reported yester- 
day but the $5 billion rise primarily reflected 
automakers' concern about a fall strike. 

While the report complemented other informa- 
tion showing strength among manufacturing indus- 
tries that should offset recession, analysts ca utioned 
it was strongly affected by carmakers building up 
inventories. 

"This is likely a buildup in anticipation of a work 
stoppage in the auto industry," commented Nor- 
man Robertson, chief economist at Mellon Bank in 
Pittsburgh. “So these numbers may look stronger 
than they rpally are" -^* - ** : 


stocks, during ,the : summer in . preparation, for a 
possible sBj^by ineanbersof the United 

Excluding transportation equipment, which 
includes automobiles, factory orders gained 0.8 per ■ 
cent in May after a 0.1 per cent drop in April, the 
department said. 

The May increase in total orders, to a seasonally 
adjusted S24I billion, followed a revised 2. 1 percent 
decline in orders during April, instead of 2.3 percent 

A key component of factory orders, durable 
goods orders, rose 4.0 per cent in May after falling 
4.1 per cent in April. Durables are items like 
refrigerators andautomobifes,' designed to last at 


Mini. 



societies 

facing 

crisis 


SYDNEY, July 4, (AF): A nm on 
deposits hie forced the govern- 
ment to dose a group of bmkfing 
societies to prevent a chain reac- 
tion that could endanger (he life 
savings of hundreds of thousands 
of Australians. 

Victoria State also pledged yes- 
terday that all of the small, muu- 
snred depositors would get all 
their money hack. 

Some 220,000 Australians had 
faced the loss of their fife savings 
io the failure of Farrow Corp, 
comprising three building 
societies, which primarily woe to 
establish to make home-mortgage 
loans. Baflding societies are sar- 
ings-amUoan institutions, which 
earn their interest primarily from 
mortgage loans. 


Victoria's decision to ensure the 
deposits could cost the financially 
troubled state np to 1 billion 
dollars ($800 million US), alth- 
ough the final toll will be deter- 
mined after the assets of Farrow 
Corp are sold off. Banks that 
loaned the company money will 
get first shot at those funds. 

Some critics have called for 
Victoria Premier John Cain to 
resign over the financial crisis, 
which conceivably could lead to 
the fall of the state government. 

There also could be repercus- 
sions on the national level, where 
the labour government scored a • 
narrow victory earlier this year 
following the loss of nine 
Partiament seats in Victoria. 


Government-appointed admin- 
istrator Ken Russell announced 
Sunday night that Farrow would 
not be allowed to reopen. 

The action followed a run on 
deposits that dropped Farrow's 
liquidity from about 400 million 
dollars ($316 million US) in 
February to about 60 million 
dollars ($47 million US) last 
week. The run started after news 
that Farrow bad nm into trouble 
with its loan strategy. 


Russell initially waned that 
some depositors could lose some of 
their money. 

Depositors then pressured Vic- 
toria and threatened to (Be suit, 
pointing out that then-state 
treasurer Rob Jolly bad assured 
them in February that their foods 
were secure. 


Thatcher justifies Rover sale: Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher believes her government's role in the controversial safe of the 
Rover car group to British Aerospace, was justified because it was in tbe 
interests of 190,000 workers and tbe taxpayer, officials said Tuesday. 

Tbe European Commission last Wednesday ordered BAE to repay 
44.4 minion pounds ($77 million) it received in government “sweetnera” 
to encourage the aircraft company in 1988 to buy tbe ailing Rover car 
group. 

The 12-nation body said the payments contravened European com- 
petition laws, and its directive sparked a fierce debate in the lower bouse. 


Daimler-Benz wins approval: West Beriingavt: the go-ahead 
on T uesday for West Germany’s biggest company, Daimler-Benz AG. to 
build offices on a Beilin Wall wasteland in a move wfaicb backs the dty's 
bid to be the capital of reunited Germany. 

The Fotsdamer Platt site, once the buzzing centre of old Berlin, is now 
a rubble-strewn no-man's land even though the wall dividing it came 
down in November. 

"This is a signal for other investors. It's very important for the dry," 
West Berlin Mayor Walter Momper told reporters after a joint council 
meeting in East Berlin’s town halt 

He raid the West Berlin ruling Senate’s approval for Daimler-Benz, 
maker of the Mercedes car, to buy the prime site at a prefere n tial price 
would attract other firms to Berlin, a banking and industrial centre when 
it was Germany's capital before 1945. (Reuter) 


_ _ „ in UK Z Toyota Motor Corp. 

said Wednesday it has started baflding a new 140 million pound engine 
plant at Deeside in Clwyd, north Wales. 

The Nagoya-based company said Lhe facility will be the first engine 
plant for its car manufacturing venture in Bri tain, Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing (UK) Lid., which is scheduled to start operation in the 
middle ofl 992. 

The company's 700 million pound car-manufacturing plant currently 
is under construction at Burnsion in Derbyshire. 

The engine facili ty will employ about 200 workers in the first phase and 
an additional 100 jobs will be created in tbe second stage, the company 
said. (UPD 


Australia to supply Japan nulls: Major Japanese steel mills 

have agreed in principle to import iron ore- and coal from newly- 
developed mines in Australia, Kobe Steel Ltd. reported Wednesday. 

The company said Tour Japanese steel makers will import 3.1 million 
tons of iron ore annually from Broken Hill Proprietary Co. over seven 
years, starting in April 1992. 

The Japanese importers will be Nippon Steel Corp., Kawasaki Steel 
Corp., Kobe Steel and Sumitomo Metal Industries Lid. 

Kobe said iron ore will be shipped from the Y andicoogma mine about 
55 miles (90 km) north ofMt. Newman in western Australia. Deposits at 
the mine are estimated at 320 million tons, it said. (UPI) 


Sanaa rehabilitation plan: Sansui Electric Co. , controlled by 
Polly Peck .International of Britain, said Wednesday it win start export- 
mgncwly-deydoped video tape recorders to the United States this month 
as part or its business reconstruction programme m 

"We plan to export from 100,0b0 to 145,000 VTRs per month to the 
Umted Sutcs, starting this month." saida spokesman tor the company. 

The official, who declined to be named said the company also is 
studying a plan to export VTRs manufactured at PPrs production base 
teJthU yrar b0th WestCrn and Eastera Europe, startingaround Novem- 



Corporate telecom network 


KDD launches new service 

t* 1V PI): K DD( °y ersea s Communications Japan) said 
today il w>il start corporate le ecomm,.nio«*;Jr 


today it will start .corporate 
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years of children’s clothes capture social norms 

Metropolitan’s display reflects childhood innocence 


ByFrederick M Winship 

NEW -YORK, (UPiy Children 
were the last people.to get cloLhes 
deawed for Their own special 
' neeroan d comfort, having toput 
up. with miniature versions of 
thar parents' garments until this 

• century. 

A new exhibition at .. the 
.Metropolitan Museum’s ^Cos- 

• tume Institute illustrates' this 
■fashion phenomenon better than 
any book on sociology ever 

./could. It's an eye-opener as well 
as -an eye-pleaser and will be on 
display until Sept 9. 

“Small Illusions: Children’s 
Costume 1710-1920" is the 
museum's first show in more 
than 30 years to be devoted solely 


to small fry fashion. It includes 
65 examples displayed on man- 
nequins with particularly effec- 
tive coiffures made of curled rib- 
bon. 

In most museum fashion 
exhibitions, children's costumes 
are displayed as props in adult 
costume shows, mainly to 
introduce the element of cute- 
ness. 

"What I like about this show is 
that it isn’t cute,” said Stanley J. 
Love, head of one of the nation's 
oldest children's wear manufac- 
turing firms and sponsor of the 
exhibitionalong with ftis/amiiy's 
Joseph -Love Foundation. "This 
is a serious show that can teach us 
a lot.” 

A Joseph Love 1 920 organdy 


print dress of Bo-Peepish ins- 
piration is one of the most 
modem exhibits in the show, 
which ends with a 1921 green 
wool dress and coat ensemble by 
Lanvin ofParis and a 1924 linen 
chemise appliqued with tulips by 
Mignonpouf, both of which are 
amazingly contemporary. 

They are also among the few 
things in the show that boys or 
girls of today could wear and not 
feel like being in a museum 
exhibit. There are, however, 
some charming silk taffeta dres- 
ses of the 1 850s and 1 860s, three- 
quarter length and slightly full- 
skirted, in which the 1990 young 
lady might feel at home in at a 
party. 

“They’re pretty but the 


colours are all wrong For today.” 
observed Love pointing to the 
muddy toffee, teal and ashes of 
roses tones of the taffetas and the 
browns and greys of tabby 
striped silk. "They didn't go out 
in the sun Uteri, so these colours 
were all right with very white 
skin, but today we want brighter, 
lighter hues.” 

Show curator Kimberly Fink 
noted that children’s clothes 
were not generally preserved, as 
were adult's more expensive fin- 
ery, and are bard to come by. One 
of the earliest costumes in the 
show, a 1740 brown wool and . 
silk English dress,: is a Vecenf. ‘ 
museum acquisition. . .•*■•' 

“ft is shaped and constructed 1 ' 
just like women's gowns of the 


era but it has "leading strings” — 
two lengths. of fabric sewn into, 
the shoulder seams — to restrain 
the child,” Fink pointed out. 

Fink noted that children were 
not credited with being free-thin- 
king individuals until the late 
18th century and did not attain 
individuality of attire until less 
than 100 years ago. A boy’s cos- 
tume of the 1750s includes a 
dashing brocade coal, waistcoat 
and knee breeches that are exact 
copies of his father’s apparel, 

A little known fact is that boys 
or the coloruar period and early 
19th century .wore dresses until 
;fhey were aboat. si* years old — . 
■actually a skirted coat over . 
trousers. ®y the rpid-.l 9th cen- 
1 tury there was a turnabout, wifli 


girls wearing muslin trousers, 
called pantalets, under their 
skirts and petticoats. 

An I860 hoy’s two-piece suit 
with knee trousers in blue broad- 
cloth hound in braid is quite a 
handsome turnout for an active 
boy. But by the / 880s and 1 K9&. 
fashions for young men were 
more romanlie. influenced no 
doubt by the black velvet suits' 
with lace collars worn by little 
. Lord Fauntlcrov. 

The suits worn by novelist 
Frances Hodgson Burnett's. 
Fauntleroy character reportedly 
were inspired by Oscar Wilde, 
and little boys hated the sissified 
■attire. Proof of that is the pained 
expression on the face of New 
Yorker' George Alexander 


Julia revels in story of lust, war 


Phelps in a photograph of him in 
a Fauntleroy suit included in the 
exhibition. 

Sailor suits and dresses, 
popularised by Queen Victoria's 
children, provided a nautical 
theme for summerwear from the 
1 870s to World War 1. There also 
were plaid outfits for both sexes, 
inspired by the highland styles in 
which Victoria dressed her brood 
on their vacations in Scotland. 

"White, reflecting childhood 
innocence, is a dominant fashion 
note throughout the show, never 
lovelier than in the late Victorian 
and Edwardian periods when 
white linen combined with lace 
transformed young ladies into 
princesses, or at least daddy's lit- 
tle angels. 


The mosL elaborately 
embroidered linen dress and 
jacket edged with Irish lace in the 
show was worn by an American 
princess. Grace Vanderbilt, 
daughter-of the Cornelius Van- 
derbilts, in 1910. Grace's cousin. 
Orme Wilson, wore the boy's’ 
while ribbed piquet skirted coal 
with lace collar on the man- 
nequin nearby. 

The show is enhanced by fancy 
dress costumes, dolls, miniature 
portraits of children, silver rat- 
tles and teething rings, and por- 
traits of children through the 
years by artists ranging from 
Ralph Earle, an 18th century 
itinerant, to American-born 
FrKct 
salt. 


ch impressionist Mary Cas- 




British actress plays 
Catherine the Great 

By Carlton Stuart 

CAMERAS will soon be lining the 
streets of Leningrad as movie-makers 
once more tell the lurid story of one of the 
sexiest and most deadly women in his- 
tory. And playing the part of Russia's 
Catherine The. Great this time will be 
cool British beauty Julia Ormond. - 

Young Julia will be foD owing in the 
b ooted foots 
laflene LneLri 

s 

Ster. will play out the clasjsi? stBi 
used to be the Czarist city of St Peters- 
burg. 

And it was through these streets that 
the Iron Lady used to gallop in disguise, 
on her way to visit an endless string of 
lovers. And she was just as dedicated to 
making war as making love. 

Man-eating Catherine, who ruled 
Russia for 30 years, used to dress as a 
Prussian cavalry officer as she personally 
fed^her trwps^Jjgaiqst, the .arnpes of , F,,„_ 

Julia, aeed 24. will plav Catherrmrih 

Tna^heiriwu ij&^acfcSF jhto'tBe^four-' 
hour TV series, which starts shooting > 
next April. Vanessa Redgrave also stars 
in the £5 million, series, as' the Empress 
Elizabeth, and Christopher Plummer 
will play the British ambassador. 

The real-life story of Catherine the 
Great, who died in 1796, is a script 
writer’s dream..:. 

In the winter of 1744 a frightened 15- 
year-old - German teenager, shivering 
beneath her furs huddled into a coach 
thundering across Europe. Ahead of the 
girl. Sophia Augusta Frederica, Princess 
of Anhall-Zerbsi-Bernburg, lay the holy 
Russia of the Tsars, ruled over by the 
House of Romanov. 

Sophia, whose father was an obscure 
German princeling in the service of the 
king of Prussia, had been picked by the 
Russian Empress Elizabeth as a likely 
bride for her adolescent nephew, the 
Grand Duke Peter. 

Along St Petersburg’s flag-bedecked 
streets and with bells peeling, Sophia and 
her mother Johanna sped on their jour- 
ney to Moscow. She was a pawn in an 
international game played by the 
beautiful Russian Empress, Elizabeth 
Petrovna, da ugh ter of Peter the Great. 

The scheming Elizabeth had, in 1741, 
seized the throne of All the Russians after 
a military coup. 

She had sent the rightful Tsar, youth- 
ful Ivan VI. into imprisonment and exile. 

Elizabeth then nominated her pale, 13- 
year-old nephew. Peter Ulrich, as her 
heir. 

The empress had an eye on possible 
trade and political expansion of her 
empire into Prussia but, above all, the 



Julia Ormond: latest In a long line ot actresses to play Catherine the Great 


succession of the Romanovs bad to be 
assured. Sophia Augustus Frederika had 
been picked for a potentially promising 
marriage. Little did anyone foresee just 
how that shrinking teenager would blos- 
som.... 

The empress took no chance. At Mos- 
cow's Annenburg Palace, Sophia and her 
mother were hustled by members of the 
imperial guard to remove private quar- 
ters. Sophia later wrote: “It was as if we 
were both under arrest.” 

The Empress Elizabeth was deter- 
mined that Sophia should be kept away 
from insatiable court gossip. At 16, the 
gawky, slow-witted Grand Duke Peter 
was already a byword as a drunkard and 
a rake. 

At their first meeting, Peter told 
Sophia: ”1 happen to be in love with, one 
of the empress's ladies-in-waiting. But I 
will marry you because it is my aunt's 
wish.” 

Elizabeth laid on an intimate supper 
for the couple in the royal apartment 
Wine flowed lavishly and Peter felt con- 
fident of an easy seduction. In a fury. 


Sophia fled back to her mother. 

Relentlessly, Elizabeth kept up the 
pressure. In the morning, mother and 
daughter were summoned to an empress 
who oozed charm and invested both 
women with the title of Dame of St Cath- 
erine. Sophia was plied with fabulous 
jewels, bales of velvet and brocade and 
lengths of French lace. 

The empress, however, sensed opposi- 
tion to the marriage of Johanna, who had 
not troubled toconcealher dislike for the 
lecherous Grand Duke. Elizabeth moved 
fast. Within a week, the betrothal was 
announced — after Sophia’s mother had 
been bundled back to Germany. 

Princess Sophia Augusta Frederica 
ceased to exist. She had been given the 
title and new name of Grand Duchess 
Catherine Alexeyevna, and was to be 
known as Catherine. She was forced to 
write Jove letters to her fiance — dicta ted 
by a specially appointed tutor in the 
Russian language. On August 21, 1754, 
Catherine became the wife of Grand 
Duke Peter, who had contracted small- 
pox. 


With a barely concealed shudder, 
Catherine stole a glance at her 
bridegroom during the wedding 
ceremony. His nose was swollen, his eyes 
watered, his pock-marked face was red 
and bloated. 

The wedding nighL was a. disaster;. 
Catherine wrote in her memoirs: ”1 
remained alone for over two hours, not 
knowing what 1 had to do, whether to gel 
up or remain in bed. At last the newly- 
appointed woman of the bedchamber 
appeared and gaily told me that the 
Grand Duke was waiting to be served 
with supper, and would come as soon as 
Jbe had finished.” 

Finally, smelling of drink and tobacco, 
he lurched to bed. It was Catherine’s 
introduction to a nightmare of a 
marriage. The smallpox had brought 
about sharp mental decline in her hus- 
band. 

Peter spent their honeymoon nights 
playing with his childhood toys or 
terrifying his young bride by locking a 
pack of hounds in her dressing-room." 


VENICE. Italy, (Reuter): Venice's 
greatest painter has returned to haunt the 

opulent apartments where doges once sat 

for his unforgiving brush. 

Warts, wrinkles and all, a Renaissance 
nope, cardinals, and some of the doges 
who once ruled the Venetian republic 
stare out of Titian's brilliantly coloured 
canvases. 

Alone with sensuous nudes they are 
back on the walls of the Doges' Palace, 
the symbol of Venice's power and glory, 
in a rare iribule by the canal city to 
celebrate the '500th anniversary Of 
Titian’s birth. 

Many ofthe masterpieces were sold off 
bv Venice in the 18th century to refill Us 
coffers as the once mighty Venetian 
empire slid steadily into decline. 

Half the exhibition's works come from 
abroad and they will leave Venice again 
in October for Washington's National 
Gallery of Art. 

About 100 frescoes, paintings and 
sketches spanning the whole of Titian s 
70-year career at the service of his spar- 
kling, libertine city show how be ruled his 

time- 


His languid nudes mirror the atmos- 
phere of 16th-century Venice, then 
Europe's capital of carefree partying, 
and set a standard for physical beauty 
and often sumptuous eroticism. 

The mythological Danae, the most 
voluplous of them all. “would make the 
devil himself enter the brain of a car- 
dinal." lui-iulied once cleric shortly after 
she was finished. 

Knees raised, she lies upon a couch 
awaiting Jupiter her seducer, who des- 
cends to her in a shower of golden rain. 
The hand with which she dutches the 
sheet, like the rest of her body, glows 
softly in a warm light. 

The exhibition shows the prolific 
nature of Titian's long career, from the 
idyllic pagan worlds of his youth — with 
no room for anything commonplace or 
sordid — to the biuer, tragic depths of his 
old age. 

His birth date is generally accepted as 
1 490, two years before Columbus dis- 
covered America, and he became the 
favourite of an emperor, Charles V. and 
of a king, the emperor's son Philip II of 


Spain. 

Charles was so pleased by Titian's 
work, says Renaissance art historian 
Giorgio Vasari, that once they had met 
he would never be painted by anyone 
else, “and every time Titian did his por- 
trait he made him a gift of a thousand 
crowns in gold.” 

The canvases hanging under the 
ornate frescoed ceilings of the Doges' 
Palace highlight how many masterpieces 
there are among more than 1 00 portraits 
painted by Titian during bis long career. 

He penetrated the character of the 
Holy Roman Emperor and his son, as 
well as those of a pope and countless 
aristocrats, and recorded them without 
paying lip-service to his masters' egoes. ■ 

The tip of Pope Paul Ill's bulgous nose 
is blood-shot, as red as his cracked lips, 
and the character of tbecrafly statesman, 
bent with age, shines through. 

Titian was only a little kinder to Doge 
Andrea Gritti- The wrinkles are there 
above a white beard, emphasised by a 
piercing frown. As befits his mighty 
office, his gigantic body fills the large 
canvas. 


Recent restoration work on more than 
a dozen of Titian's works has made the 
exhibition more than-jusl an anniversary 
tribute.. 

“It’S, given us a new reading of Titian 
because the restoration shows just how 
brilliant his colours are,” said -Professor 
Giandomenico Romanelli, head of the 
exhibition’sscHMtiffccommiitee. * 

4 

X-ray tests and computer analyses of 
several major works, including the raon-. 
umenial “Assumption” in Venice’s St 
Mary’s Church, 'have reyealedreto uches 
by Titian himself-and shtrtv hoi# hf cru- 
shed deep blue lapis lazuli pigment to 
obtain unprecedented shades. ‘ 

. Freed from thick layers of. cracked, 
varnish and the attentions of would-be 
restorers, the rich landscape Titian 
repainted for his master Giovanni 
Bellini's “Feast of the Gods” glows with 
luscious greens which echo the tunics of 
the slumbering deities. 

His use of brilliant colour, breathing 
fife into goddesses and apostles, makes 
Titian one of the virtuoso painters of the 
Renaissance, alongside contemporaries 


Michelangelo and Raphael. 

In his old age, he would lay lhe brush 
aside to mix colours and add shadows 
with this bare hands, often showing ran- 
cour and even hatred of his work as it 
processed, according to his apprentices. 

The colours he applied to his very last 
work are appropriately subdued, as 
■befits a canvas of all-prevailing sorrow 
which he intended for his own burial 
chamber. 

The “Pieta” was found unfinished in 
hissLudio after Titian. Lhen in his eight* 
Vies; died of old age as plague raged in 
Venice. The body of Christ slumped on 
the Virgin’s lap is as pallid as the mon- 
umental stone arch rising above them. 

. Titian painted himself into the picture, 
a half-naked, bearded old man kneeling 
and touching Christ's left hand. 

. He had been promised the canvas 
would ornament the chapel in St Mary's 
where he was to be buried. 

But mighty Venice fell before the cen- 
tury was out. The dying republic could 
no longer 3lTord to build the chapel and 
the promise was broken. 


Catherine began to lay careful plans 
for survival. First, she set out to /latter 
the powerful Elizabeth. Rising each mor- 
ning at dawn, she spent at least three 
hours mastering Russian language and 
history. She also professed devotion to 
the Orthodox faith she had been forced 
to adopt. 

Meanwhile, Catherine recruited a sta- 
ble of young courtiers to share her bed. It 
was a dangerous game. For discovery by 
Eliza beih-or Peter could mean im prison - 
men and exile in Siberia. 

But passionate Catherine thought the 
risk's worthwhile. She had a two-year 
passionate affair with Polish aristocrat 
Stanislaus Poniatowski. The two lived in 
an enchanted world of secret assigna- 
tions, moonlit drives along St Peters- 
burg's frozen Neva river and whispered 
words in the shadow of palace gardens. 

. Catherine maintained the facade of 
her ma rriage. The identity of the father of 
her son. Paul, born in 1754, and sub- 
sequent children was never revealed. 

Elizabeth, took over Paul's upbring- 
ing: 


A- ggj ■ ^ 

Comic battle 
of the sexes 

By Vernon Scott 

HOLLYWOOD (UPI): Director Blake Edward's comedy Victor Vic- 
toria, was an ingenious and hilarious look at the battle of (he sexes, 
which he takes a step further in his new movie Switch. 

Edwards, who starred his wife, Julie Andrews, in Victor Victoria, is 
fascinated by the age-old confrontations between males and females, 
their differences, their similarities and their apparent inability to find 
peace and harmony whether together or apart. 

In Victor Victoria Andrews played a woman posing as a man who 
makes her living as a female impersonator. 

“That was complicated," Edwards said during a lunch break at a 
Malibu Beach location for Switch. 

“This time I'm dealing with a very chauvinistic man who is murdered 
by three of his girlfriends whom he has treated very badly. 

" “The man dies and finds himself in purgatory. He is determined to 
return to life to atone for ail his sins. In order to do so he makes a deal 
with the devil who imposes a handicap. 

“The devil agrees, but only ifhecomes back to life in a woman's body 
(Ellen Barkin) and convinces one of his many ex-girlfriends to say 
something — anything — good about him.” 

Edwards grinned, pleased with the premise. 

“It’sacomedy, sure, but it hasa serious underlying thought. It gives a 
male chauvinist and womanizer and opportunity to see life from a 
female point of view and what women have to put up with from men. 

t '^I.here are plenty of weird situations, including the man's reactions 
when heishiton by men — including his blest friend — whodon't know 
-Jbtthafcbeaeath? she feraakfeexlerior Ijies the heart,, soul and a mind of a 
man." 

Edwards isan analytical writer-director who ponders theelementsof 
comedy before he sets forth on his films, which included The Pink 
Panther series among other runaway hits. 

“I like to think there is a basis of reality in ray comedies," he said, 
“But I'm not sure. God knows. I’ve tried to base h amour on character. 

“I have a very hard time with a lot of the comedies today, finding 
character to support the humour. Mostly it’s very shallow and I can see 
the attempt at being profound. 

“The pace of most comedy today is accelerated. It doesn’t allow time 
to be spent looking around corners anymore or smelling the roses — 
and getting water squirted in your face. 

“Some people will say Switch is a traditional Blake Edwards theme. 
They say I’m preoccupied with the gender role — men and women 
playing roles. 

" If you look at my films other than Victor- Victoria, my pictures don ’t 
follow that theme. But this is another step. You could say Victor- 
Victoria 's was a forerunner for this — a cufflink. 


Tri bute to Venetian painter 

Titian returns to haunt Doges’ Palace 



ONLY the broken skulls remained of the young woman on the left and 
the Minoan priest in the background. They had died violently 37 
centuries ago in a temple on the island of Crete after a savage 
earthquake brought the building crashing down and a fire swept 
through the ruins in its wake. 

But now, under lhe skilful hands of Richard Neave, medical artist to 
the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Manchester, north-west 
England, their heads and faces are carefully reconstructed to show how 
they would have looked in life. 

The department carries out illustrative work, both in model form and 
in terms ofhighly detailed and accurate drawings, for the university and 
for medical publishers all over the world. 

Some of the other historical characters the department has helped to 
identify include Philip II, King of Greece, and father of Alexander 1 the 
Great, and also King Midas, found by American archaeologists in the 
great tumulus at Gordion in Turkey. One particularly challenging case 
was the Egyptian mummy ofa 14-year-old girl whose skull, underneath 
the wrapping, was crushed into 30 fragments. 

The department is also well-known for its work on the “Lindow 
man,” a Celt who was the victim of ritual murder some 2000 years ago, 
and whose body was found in a peat bog in Cheshire, north-west 
England. 
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SOUNDS UKJE ITWASA 
LOVELY WEDDING, PUD. 
I &ET SHE LOOKED r— 
—7 SAOASHING - r ~J 



I ooArfeeLUKa 
SO CtaMr MY&UT 
foz to tmas.. 




BY CHARLES GOREN AND OMAR SHARIF 
DON'T TELL DECLARER WHAT TO PLAY 


East-West 

deals. 


vulnerable. South 


NORTH 
ft A K Q J 8 
9 A 7 4 
0 6 2 
ft A 8 7 

WEST EAST 

ft 10 ft 6 4 

9KQJ10 5299 
0 Q 3 0 J 10 9 8 7 4 

4 Q J 10 6 49532 

SOUTH 
ft 9 7 5 3 2 
9 86 3 
OAK 5 
ft K 4 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

lft 29 6ft Pass 


ACROSS 

1 Centennial state 
July 3. 1990 
6 Gigantic 
10 Bubble or 
opera 

1 4 Province of 
S Belgium 

15 Sweetsop 

16 Columnist 
Bom beck 

17 Baseball feats 

19 Rivers, 
in Peru 

20 Fangs and 
tusks 

21 Arrival 
23 Globes 

26 State flower of 
1 Across 

27 “ — Always 
Tomorrow": 

1956 film 

28 Split into two 
equal parts 

29 Olive product 

30 Radar beacon 
32 Teeter 

35 Evils 

37 — pine: state 
tree of 
1 Across 

39 Rouse 

40 Charges 
42 “Sing — of 

sixpence...." 

44 Greek sea 
goddess 

45 Pressing 
concern 

47 Lacking 
49 Crossed by 
65 Across on 
way to 
1 Across 

51 Furnish with 
f funds,: 

52 "Return to — " 

53 Mallet 

54 "Do — would 
be done by" 

55 Stream ot 


1 Across 

60 City of NW 
Spain 

61 Gudrun's 
husband 

62 Town in 
Lombardy 

63 Ship follower 

64 Scorch 

65 Clark's 
partner 
DOWN 

1 Ending for 
climb or walk 

2 D.C. -based org. 

3 Doctors' gp. 

4 Orion, the — 

5 Purchasing 
agent, for one 

6 Stopovers 

7 Neighbor of 
1 Across 

8 The — State: 

1 Across 

9 Lamb's forte 

10 Armed — : 
fighting 
forces 

11 Direction 

12 Amidst 

13 Trattoria 
offering 


18 Teeter-totter 

22 Sketched 

23 Impassive 

24 S.S. Van Dine's 
Vance 

25 Gorge in 
1 Across 

26 "It's a — tell 
a lie" 

28 Capital of 
1 Across 
31 Pursuit 

33 Of wine 

34 Wear away 
36 Shrill; loud 
38 Escarole 
41 Withered 

43 Army officer 
46 Part of a 
bird s body 

48 Suitcase 

49 Sacred song 

50 Look at again 

51 Muslim ascetic 
53 Special 

performance 

56 Utmost 
degree 

57 Oath 

58 Yale 

59 Headland 


Opening lead: King of 9 
We have nothing but praise for a 
defender who tries to help partner 
make the correct decision. But it is 
another matter when you tip off 
declarer to the winning line. 

This hand cropped up in a game 
of Chicago at New York’s Caven- 
dish Cub. While we do not approve 
of South’s one-spade opening bid, 
it was made in an effort to ‘‘kill’' 
the opponents’ vulnerability — with 
two and a half defensive tricks, it 
was unlikely East-West could make 
any high-level contract, but that 
might not be the case if the deal were 


to he passed and redealt. North's 
decision to jump to six spades is as 
good a bid as any in the light of his 
partner's opening bid and West’s 
intervention. 

West’s king of hearts was taken 
by the ace and declarer did not like 
his chances. To avoid two heart los- 
ers, he would have to engineer an 
endplay, but he had no idea about 
the distribution of the hands. Nor 
were any discovery pliiys available. 

However, declarer could afford 
to draw three rounds of trumps and 
he proceeded to do so. West's two 
heart discards did not help declarer 
at all, but on the third trump East 
discarded the jack of diamonds! De- 
clarer needed no more. 

South cashed the king and ace of 
clubs and ruffed a club in hand. 
Next cam* the ace and king of dia- 
monds, and when West showed out 
on the third diamond, declarer was 
half way home. Instead of ruffing, 
he discarded a heart from dummy. 
In with the diamond and down to 
nothing but minor-suit cards. East 
was forced to concede a ruff-sluff, 
allowing -declarer to trump in hand 
while discarding the table’s last 
heart. 

When you first looked at this 
hand, did you even for a moment 
think declarer’s only loser would be 
in diamonds, and not in hearts? 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 


cioiiDo 0000 man 

anno 

gonnnnHania 0000 
□ 0 B 00 HQ 000000 
„ 0000 00000 

000000 C30CJB 0O0 
00000 B0QB0 O00 
G3000 £30000 0000 
000 00000 00000 
00D 0000 000000 
00000 0000 
00O000 01300 000 
0000 0000000000 
0000 00BBQ O0O0 
EJO0^ 0£3H0 0H0G 





/Aries 

M*rrti II - April n 


You will tend to be concerned 
with what is mainly theoretical. 
Instead you should seek to devote 
more time to what is practical Do 
not become discouraged by the 
obstacles, just persevere. Be 
moderate. 


\3. -iV Taurus 

April 21 - Ma, 20 

What you have been learning will 
nowbegm lo fallmio place. There is 
however still more to learn, so do 
not relax your efforts. A good talk 
will help to dear the air. Be amena- 
ble. 


Cancer 
4— « « - **j » 

Take matters more as they come, 
but do try to make changes for the 
better too. You are liable to be 
easily irritated and should attempt 
to control yourself. Leave yourself 
with with enough room for man- 
oeuvre. Be sincere. 


You should not try to use force 
where persuasion has not suc- 
ceeded. Make sure you do not take 
on a commitment you would be 
unable to meet. Avoid taking exer- 
cise to the extent where you are 
exhausted. Be considerate. 



Libra 

.Sc* V ■ IW 12 


You should not allow yourself to 
be distracted by secondary matters. 
Think hard about It before you 
make any changes, but do not be 
averse to change. Your lucky num- 
bers are 12 and 38. Have a little 
more faith in yourself. Be GrugaL 


Scorpio 

OK 21 ■ No* 22 


Before you make up mind you 
should consider other people's 
attitudes and opinions. Watch out 
for mistakes made by others as well 
as by you. Take an interest in what 
interests your partner. Be diligent 



Capricorn 
men. i»n 

Make sure you keep a promise 
yon have macks. You are uable to 
take rather too much for granted. 
Your emotions are likely to run 
away with you and you should 
make an effort to establish a better 
balance between reason and emo- 
tion. Be a little more patient. 


Aquarius 

J“ *■ - FU* W 

You are all too liable to persuade 
yourself that what you would like 
to be actually is. Instead try to look 
at the facts of the mangy a little 
more objectively. Do not allow 
yourself to be dissuaded too easily. 
Be fair. 



If you ask a yes/no question the 
answer is likely to be ‘no’ when it is 


not really. Instead ask your ques- 
tion to allow for shades of opinion. 
Try to see the funny side on thing* 


You will not have time to do all 
you would like to do, so do main* 
the best use of the time available to 
you. And try to organise your 
affairs better or else you will also 
waste time looking for things. 
Show more goodwill towards oth- 
ers. Be tactmL 


Sagittarius 


A temptation to spend recklessly 
mast be resisted at all costs. Once 
you have marie up your rnmri do 
not waver, act right away. Some- 
thing you had been expecting will 
happen but not quite as yon would 
have wished. Be alert. 



You are all too likely to draw the 
wrong conclusions, so do examine 
matters a little more closely. Do not 
allow yourself to be distracted by 
trivialities. If a friend fa>» done you 
a fa vour make sure he knows how 
grateful you are. Be truthful. 



r He r s been teaching me to drive."' 


I don t want you bringing your 
domestic problems to work." 
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Cairo’s cats are everywhere - from airports to alleys 


ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY- FRIDAY, JULY 5-6, 1990 


‘Mish mish’ are revered by Egyptians 


CAIRO, Egypt, (AP); This is no 
place for someone who doesn't 
tike cats. 

They're everywhere. Pyramids 
have cats. Apartment stairwells 
have them, and offices, and hosp- 
ital examination rooms. Cats 
prowl hotel lobbies and res- 
taurants. Theatres have cats, and 
bazaars have cats. 

Even the occasional airplane 

has them. 

Tt- made front-page headlines. 
“Cat forces plane back to 
Cairo.” The story attempted to 
explain bow a cat managed to 
fiim its way into the cockpit ofan 


Air Sinai flight heading for the 
Red Sea diving centre of Shann 
El-Sheikh. 

The cat's howls evoked “pan- 
demonium among the 3 1 passen- 
gers,” the article said, fording a 
turnaround and emergency land- 
ing. 

The plane look ofT again only 
after policemen gave the cat a 
chance to make a quick exit. 

Such capers are legendary in 
Egypt, where cats have a storied 
history. Cats were worshipped 
even before there were Pharaohs 
and remained sacred long after 
the Pharaohs were gone. 


'<{?■, -.V; 


goes 


Producers’ hysteria 

- Firoze Rangoonwalla 

Arab Times Correspondent 


ITS onljt in the^SJqmbay.fiim . 
industry that more than forty-' 
n$w films tan be I^uncheS^fc^tir^; 
days, just to circpm^pnt^rw" j 
that may cut down thqjMrp fiisof ; 
the producers. ^ 

like a mad race ahtj ^ 

farce. 

It all started after the Council 
of All-India Film Distributors 
passed a resolution that any new 
movie would be purchased only 
if its full video and cable rights 
were given along with theatrical 
rights. The council's treasurer 
Joginder Singh issued a stifflegal 
notice saying without the benefit 
of such' rights, not a single film 
would be .booked .or allowed to 
be released. Violation of the rule 
by any dis^bwariwpuld result in 
disciplinary acjtpn* The ruling 
will come into reflect after the 
films are completed after a year 
or more. 

As usual, a certain date was 
laid down and the rule would 
apply to any film which would 
start its “actual shooting” after 
that day. “Actual shooting” 
means the canning of at least 500 
feet of film and giving it for 
process! a g, for which the 
laboratory normally issues a cer- 
tificate. The new rule does not 
affect such films. Sinceproducers 
wanted to hold as many rights of 
reproduction as possible, a mad 
rush to start films began. 

We can see how such films 
were shot. There were no ready 
stories, proper script or dialogue. 
Some disjointed scenes were 
somehow written and prepared 
for the camera. They begged 
stars to come for a few hours and 
deliver gibberish dialogue which 
they did not follow. If big stars 
were not around, they persuaded 
starlets and small fry to come, 
some of them made the kind of 
money they would not earn in six 
months. In many cases, directors 
were not available or signed. So 
the producer shoot the film him- 
self. Junior assistants wielded the 
camera and other gadgets. It was 
obvious that these 500 feet offiZm 
would be thrown away and never 
be a pan of the film. 

Surprisingly, leading 
producers were also a party to 
this . Among the avalanche of 
“muhurats” with “shooting,” 
there were Mehul Kumar's Meet 
Mere Man Ke, Sawan Kumar 
Tak’s Sanam Bewafa, Shraddba 
Kothari’s Shudra, Sultan 
Ahme d's Ganga Ka Desh. Vinod 
Verma's and B. Subhash's 
Mamashree and Vinod Tafwar’s 
Khooni Panja. 


Others who got “in” during' 
-the last couple of days wered 
K.C. Bolcadia’s Tuhi Meri Zin- 
~'dagi, Bappi Sonie’s Nischay, 
Kumar Mangat's Kudrai Ka 
■jBiti^^SuM^arshan’s Lootere. 

pjabi 's SamajAur Kan- 
-Devendra Shah's Police 
Report, , Dr Loveleen Merck’s 
Mafia Shakii Shaali. There are 
also films called Padosi. Kasam 
Jhooih Ki. Annie. Prahar. Apne 
Dam Par, Jis Tan Laage Woh 
Tan Jaane, Aadhi Rod. There 
were more than a dozen untitled 
ventures. 

Paradoxically, producers like 
Bokadia. Darshan and Shah are 
themselves ib'Ttfisfnbtition. It? 
means that thedistributors donkj 
belive in ihewfliug of their own! 
council when it comes to self-6 
interest. Secondly, the producers 
never thought of fighting the 
arbitrary decision. They could 
have questioned how dis- 
tributors are going to implement 
the resolution. There are six dif- 
ferent zones for commerical 
rights. So which distributor 
would claim video or cable 
rights? Don’t they know that 
with release at just one centre, 
cassettes are pirated and dis- 
tributed all over the country and 
abroad? Meetings held by the 
producers did not yield any solu- 
tion. . 

Producers had a previoius 
example to learn from. In late 
1988, about 120 new films were 
started because the buyers pas- 
sed a rule that from the new year, 
all video cassettes could be 
released only 100 days after the 
commercial release in theatres. 
But nothing had happened and 
the decision coula never be 


applied. Yet, producers again 
drove themselves up the wall, try- 
ing to organise the launching and 
filming. To add to the irony, 
Dhirubhai Shah, a big name in 
the video business started a guild 
called Encore Cable Master to 
legalise the entire cable TV net- 
work in the country. How can 
they do it when the distributors 
are claiming the rights? And how 
can producers deal with this new 
Cable Master controller, and 
also its rival Inter Cable TV 
Enterprise? 

Anyway, intelligent observers 
laughed off such convulsions and 
hysteria. The industry is disun- 
ited, insecure and un talented. 
And praise the brains which 
found escape routes to beat the 
new rule. 



Egyptians long have recog- 
nized the skills of the creatures. 

Among Cairo’s most famous 
performers are the singing cats of 
El-Gomhouriya Theatre, where 
operas and other highbrow 
programmes are staged. The 
animals long ago claimed the 
theatre as theirs. 

Hassan Kamy, Egypt's top 
tenor, recalled some of his less 
than impressive moments in 
opera when he was upstaged by 
H-Goznhouriya’s home-grown 
comedy teams of cats. 

“It was the last act of ‘La 
Boheme.* I was holding the dying 



rairai in my arms. The orchestra 
was silenced for the finale. A cat 
walked on stage,” Kamy said. 

“At first the audience simply 
giggled quietly. Butthecattooka 
long time getting across the 
stage, and I kept holding the 
dying mimi. 

“Finally, the audience was in 
hysterics.” 

But that wasn't the worst time. 
Kamy told the awful tale of two 
cats, another opera and a lamp. 

‘ “It was a stage prop,” he said. 
“All was fine until two cats 
decided to walk on stage and go 
to sleep at the base. 




“It was act three, a love duet. 
Youcould fed the emotion in the 
air, the audience getting hotter. 
But so were the cats.” 

“They chose this moment to 
begin a romantic interlude under 
the lamp. The higher the diva 

sang, the higher they sang 

The next day newspapers asked, 
“which had the greater range, the 
soprano or the cats?’ ” 

Cats made another artistic 
headline last year by disrupting 
an Italian group’s performance 
at Cairo’s Taliaa theatre during 
an experiment theatre festival. 
The action in the Avant-Garde 


play occured on a beach, and Lhe 
actors insisted that sand be 
spread a foot (30 centimetres) 
deep across the stage. 

Midway through the perfor- 
mance. a troupe of ;ats wandered 
onto the stage. Delighted by the 
huge sandbox, they did whatcais 
normally do with sand. The 
actors were horrified, but this 
time it was the audience, not the 
cats, who howled. 

Kamy said, “What can you 
do? Nobody will touch a cat. 
Even now, in the villages, people 
are scared of them, scared to 


harm them or anger them. Cats 
are sacred in Egypt.” 

They have been since the 
earliest days. A favourite god- 
dess was the cat Bastet, sleek and 
sensual. House cats, domes- 
ticated from wilder strains, are 
depicted on tomb paintings as 
enjoying the better doings in life. 
Short-haired and long-legged, 
the tabbies were much loved in 
life, much mourned at death. 

Especially in Greek and 
Roman times, around 2,000 
years ago, worshipers bought 
mummified cats to bury near 
Bastet' s sacred temples. 


IN 
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Sawan Kumar speeded up the launch of Sanam Bewafa. Above: Danny. Pran, Sawan Kumar, Rukhsaar and 

Salman. 







Chunkey and Varsha at the ‘mahurat* of Chhail Chhablla' 


Sanjay Dutt, Madhuri Dixit and Rlshi Kapoor In Sahlban. 



I am not a stooge of the new 
government. I find such 
remarks infuriating.! will 
oppose any gover nm ent that 
uses unjust means. 

Shahana Aani 
* • * 

In Aondhiyon I played a chief 
minister. I enjoyed doing it. But 
it is one role I certainly don’t 
want to play in real life. 

Sha trnghan Sinha 
* * * 

Vindoo is not lazy. Theproblem 
is he wants to come in films, 
while I am dead against it I 
gave him a fair chance with 
Deewana Aasfuq. But this film 
was stranded. There is too much 
uncertainty in this line. 


Someone said I could change 
the image of a R.K. heroine by 
placing my own conditions, 
about the clothes and the 
waterfalls. But I said 1 am not 
interested. 

• Bhagyashree 
* * * 

No man had ever proposed to 
me before. They haven’t had the 
guts. 

Rekha 


Poor people, affluent armies 


LONDON: As industrialized nations focus their attention on 
peace and disarmament a similar peace process must also start 
m the developing countries, says the Human Development 
Report published for the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). 

Military spending in the Third World causes greater damage 
because it involves sacrifice of basic necessities. Developing 
countries have eight times more soldiers than physicians and 
the ratio of soldiers to teachers in some cases is as high as 5 to 1 . 

Arms imports by developing countries skyrocketed from 
only one billion dollars in i960 to nearly $35 billion by 1987. 
Three-quarters of the global arms trade involves exports to 
developing countries. Some of the poorest and least developed 
countries spend far more on their military than on their 
education and health. 

The report, written by a team of independent experts, says 
that significant reduction in military spending is necessary if 
poor countries are to extend basic facilities to their people. 
During the last 30 years, annual military expenditures of the 
developing nations increased about three times faster than in 
the industrialized countries, although their average per capita 
income is only six per cent of that in the industrial world. 

Governments in some developing countries are swamped by 
lobbyists and offers they can’t resist — including illegal 
gratuities. As a result, decision makers readily divert resources 
From schools to submarines, from phyr^ans to fighter planes. 


“In some countries." says the report, “education and health 
expenditures were cut but military expenditures actually rose. 
Obviously, the poverty of their economies was no barrier to the 
affluence of their armies.” 

M ah bub ul Haq. former Minister for Finance and Planning 
of Pakistan, who headed the team commissioned to prepare the 
Human Delelopment Report, believes that reduction in 
military spending is cruaal if funds available for human 
development are to be increased. This may well become possi- 
ble in the changed international climate of the 1990s, he says. 
The military budget of just one superpower is twice as much as 
the total military expenditure of the entire developing world, 
currently estimated at $200 billion. “Rich nations, Haq says, 
“can increase aid for poor countries after cutting military 
spendmg. Poor countries must also spend more on health, 
nutrition, schooling and economic growth than on weapons.” 

Figures for military spending stand in stark contrast with 
statistics for human deprivation. The report notes that more 
than a billion people in developing countries live in absolute 
poverty, 800 Bullion go hungry every day, ten million have no 
homes and 900 million adults are unable to read or write. 

The report recommends that a power balance between 
military and social expenditures should become a legitmate 
area ofconceni and negotiation between donors and recipients 
of assistance in the coming decade. 


Betsy’s wedding 

Ally’s 
come 
of age 


By Vernon Scott 

HOLLYWOOD, (UPI): Ally 
Sheedy felt trapped by all her 
coming-of-age roles so she drop- 
ped oif the screen for a couple of 
years, but she's back in Betsy’s 
Wedding and she's come of age. 

Sheedy's reasons for disap- 
pearing were simple. She found 
herself playing the same kind of 
girl — not woman — and feared 
it would stunt her professional 
growth. She took time out for 
other priorities. 

Her career began in 1983 with 
Bad Boys. She quickly followed 
that up with War Games. Oxford 
Blues, The Breakfast Chib. Twice 
In A Lifetime, St Elmo's Fire, 
Blue City. Short Circuit and 
Maid to Order. 

She was a movie star, but she 
also wanted to be an actress and 
the two are not necessarily the 
same. 

In Betsy 's Wedding Sheedy 
portrays a cop, Molly Ring- 
wald's older sister, in a role that is 
not altogether sympathetic. 
She's a mature young woman on 
screen, not a kid looking for the 
meaning of life. 

At 27, she is playing a charac- 
ter near her own age. 

“Working with Molly again 
was like reunion,” she said the 
other day, sipping a mid-day soft 
drink. 

“We play sisters and having 
worked together made it easier 
for both o? us. We have a past 
together. It wasn't like meeting 
another actress and trying to fill 
in the details. We already bad a 
relationship going. 

“It's easier for me to work with 
people a second or third time 
because a certain amount of trust 
is established and you under- 
stand the other person's moods 
and habits on the set Molly and I 
are both moody. 

“Working with Judd Nelson in 
three pictures made it better for 
our performances. I like a mix- 
ture in the cast — working with 
new people, mid , learning from 
older*'' actors" and their 
accumulated wisdom.” 

Sheedy is accumulating wis- 
dom ofher own. Shedid not want 
to become another ingenue in the 
passing parade. 

Purposefully, she took a two- 
year hiatus to study acting in 
New York and to complete her 
12-year compilation of 50 
poems, which will be published 
early next year under the title of 
Yesterday I Saw The Sun. 

It isn’t her first Hterary 
triumph. At age 1 2 she wrote the 
best-selling children’s book She 
Was Nice To Mice , 

“Success as a writer while I was 
so young, mademe want to take a 
back seat from writing for 
awhile,” she said. “That’s how I 
felt about all the acting I did in 
my early twenties. 

“I needed a rest and time to put 
my thoughts together. To get a 
perspective. It was scary. I wan- 
ted to develop myself as a real 
actress and writer, even if it 
meant leaving movies for a time. 

“I joined a Los Angeks group 
called Poetry In Motion and 1 
spent time with other poets and 
writers. 1 learned a lot and 
revoked my writing and I studied 
acting extensively. 

Right now her ambition is to 
run in marathons. In her free 
time she trains regularly, running 
as much as 1 5 miles in the moun- 
tains near her Malibu home. 

“1 stopped making movies 
because I was frustrated,” she 
said. “I thought I had gone as far 
as I could go. I believed there was 
more I could do as an actress and 
I needed to develop a lot. 

“There were a great many 
natural “young” roles. It’s really 
hard to sustain that sort of suc- 
cess. I decided to spend some 
time slowing down and studying. 


Mini Meet: Madhuri Dixit 


‘I know when to stop’ 








Madhun Dixit level headed girl 


Madhuri Dixit floats on cloud nine, at the top of the 
world, superior to everybody. This is what Mad- 
huri’s detractors accuse her of. But a brief lunch- 
time chat with her shows that she is still the level- 
headed middle-class Marathi girl at heart. 

Why are other heroines speaking ill of you? 
Nobody says it to my face. If they are back-biting, 
what can I do, tell me. 1 never speak anything behind 
anyone’s back. But right from the start I have been a 
target of some people. That time they called me 
skinny 

And now they say you are manipulative? 

If taking care of one’s career is to manipulate then I 
am doing that everybody does. 

Why are you not friendly? 

Where is the time? 1 am working very hard. Still there 
are many friends among the acting fraternity who 
keep regularly in touch. Some actresses may misun- 
derstand me when I am tense or worried on sets. 


Such things can be sorted oul But then some stars 
comefrom lowly families and lack good upbringing. 

Any hard feelings with Anil ( Kapoor) ? 

No, except that he turns trivial matters into prestige 
issues. Then it becomes difficult to solve. 

Will you copy other actresses in banning sexy 
scenes aid dresses? 

Now the censor board is going to be very strict about 
them. Who am I? If I feel uncomfortable wearing or 
doing something, I will tell the film makers frankly. 
But nobody can refuse that glamour and dazzle are 
necessary tor any movie queen. 

Nave you signed on too many films out of 
insecurity? 

Oh, no. I just want to keep working. I balance my 
new assignments with my films completing. So there 
are no date hassles and no producer has cause to 
complain. 1 complain my capacity and also when to 
. stop. 


• After having gone through all 
types of exposure and sexy scenes 
to build up her career, Sonarri has 
suddenly declared a ban on all 
such things. “Don't expect me to 
show one inch more than what a 
housewife would do,” she said 
proudly. Sonam even refused to 
do a trick shot for Shashi's 
Ajooba which she thought was 
suggestive. We can understand 
her anxiety to please the orth- 
odox family of would-be hubby 
Rajiv Rai. But why can't she give 

up films and then get engaged? 

* * * 

• Kimi had also put out a 
deadline for giving dates and 
shooting- After she married 
Shantanu Shorey she refused to 
do any film worlf. Why did she 
recently sign films, which she 
knows she could never complete 

within two months? 

+ * * 

• Today’s hit directors are yes- 


. teiy ear's flop actors. But they 
still nurse the itch to act So they 
find various tricks for it Subhash 
Ghai agreed to do a guest role for 
Sachin’s Marathi film. In turn, 
Ghai has asked the boyish direc- 
tor to make one film for his ban- 
ner and also do a role in it. 
Mahesh Bbatt has acted in Man- 
oj's Deshwasi and looks forward 
for more. Shekhar Kapoor 
would give his right arm for a big 
role in any production, which be 
offers to direct free of charge. 

• Here is a party joke. Amitabh 
was asked by a scribe what he 
would like to be in his next birth. 
Without winking an eyelid 
Amitabh replied: “A journal- 
ish." The scribe felt proud and 
was about to start boasting, 
when Arait added: “You did not 
ask me why. It is to dean up the 
profession and prove that good 
journalism can also work." The 
scribe was dumbfounded. 


• Rajesh Khanna can think up 
weird stunts to boost his ego and 
claim that he has millions of 
unseen fans. So, Rajesh Khan - 
na’s Fans’ Association has been 
formed at Goregaon, which 
wishes him a happy birthday’ 
through the press. For Jai Shiv 
Shtmker, the association's girls 
and boys became poetic: “The 
vein-bursting urge is about to 
fountain from the silent volcano, 
which in its deadly blaze kept 
alive, along with soft emotions, 
genuine talent and wounded 
intentions of a determined phen- 
omenon. It's not just a film he is 
back with, it's charisma return- 
ing to the blurred screen, adream 
or suffering hearts being realised. 
(Issued in favour of like-minded 
audience's healthy interest in 

good cinema)” Phew! We 

hope the remaining real fans of 
Rajesh will be able tostomach his 
verbiage. 
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POLITENESS 

My cousin John was most polite; 

He led shortsighted Mrs. Bond, 

By accident, one winter’s night 
Into a village pond. 

Her life perhaps he might have saved 
But how genteelly he behaved! 

Each time she rose and waved to him 
He smiled and bowed and doffed his hat; 
Thought he, although I cannot swim. 

At least I can do that— 

And when for the third time she sank 
He stood bareheaded on the bank. 

Be civil, then, to young and old; 

Especially to persons who 
Possess a quantity of gold 

Which they might leave to you. 

The more they have, it seems to me. 

The more polite you ought to be. 


Barney's bones are lost all over the garden 
How many can you see? 



Harry Graham 






Did you 
know? 

THE last real battle fought 
on English soil took place 
on July 6th in 1685, when 
the Duke of Monmouth 
failed to raise a rebellion 
against the new king, 
James n. He was defeated 
at Sedgemoor and 
executed. 

As early as .1027 a 
speedometre was invented 
in China. A cart was given 
to the Emperor Jen Chung 
which measured how 
many iiY (about 0.8 km) 
had been covered. 

The first jigsaw puzzle was 
made in 17tij7 and took the 
form of a map of England 
with each county bemg a 
piece. 

One hundred years ago the 
first FA Cup Final was 
played at the Kennington 
OvaL 

The first lawnmower was 
thought of by a cloth 
worker in Gloucestershire 
when he saw a machine 
shearing the nap of the 
cloth, in 1830. 

The first lift was fitted into 
the Palace of Versailles in 
France. It was for the ! 
exclusive use of King Louis 
XV and was on the outside 
of the building, not the 
inside as most lifts are 
today. 

In 1571 John Lyon, the 
founder of Harrow 
School, began an archery 
competition that took 
place every year for 200 
years. 





Mark Fernandes turned 5 
on June 30 


Mary Suja Koshy turned 6 
on July 2 



Lydia Fernandes turned 6 
on June 23 


Shirley D'Souza turned 3 
. on June 11 



Libya Dias turrtfcd ^n.July Nitya Otjgror turned 

a June 30 



Patterns "Tens and Ones 

rns Addition patterns ^ >U ma b use Qn abacus «* rod* to help you. 

Wen with Whizsebang. 32 = three tens and two ones. 

“13 --3+2=1111 5+2«0] 26- tssnwj 


ftibterns 

Addition patterns Addition patterns 

wiUn Archibald Adder with Whizzbany. 

6 + 1 = 0 4 + 1 = __ ..3+2-D .£+2 = 1 | 

•«+!-□ 14+1 = 0 "13+2-D 25+2-=0 

26 + 1= _ 24 + 1 = __ 23+2=0 35+2= 

36 + 1 - 34+1= 33+2= 45 + 2= 

46 + 1 = 0 44+1 = 43+2= 55 + 2= 

56 + 1 = 01 54+1 = 0 53+2= 1 I £5+2=1 I 


13+2 = 1 | 25 + 2=1 | 

23+2 = □ 35+2=0 35 = 


+. i -r> \ .»* «r 

» f-.s.ri’T nn> ru^ *+ 


= = 33+2= _ 45 + 2= _ 24= 

=0 43+2=0 55+ 2=0 iq- 
= 0 53+2=0 65+2=0 37 - 


37 = 



% 


This is a b. 

Here are some pictures of words that begin 
with b. Point to each picture. Say the words. 
Color the pictures. Trace the letter b with a 
pencil. Practice making the letter. 


% 



Cut out pictures of things 
that begin with b. 

Paste them on the letter. 





A mouse was running around a sleeping lion's mouth when 
the lion sprang up and seized him. The lion was about to gulp 
him down, but the mouse begged to be let free, saying, “If you 
spare me, I will return the favor.” The lion smiled and let him 
go. Not long after that, the lion was caught by some hunters 
and tied to a tree with a rope. The mouse, hearing him moan, 
gnawed through the rope and freed him, saying, “You laughed 
at me then, thinking you would never get anything in ex- 
change. Now you know that even mice can do a favor.” 

Moral: You mustn't look down on the little fellow. 


The Lion 
SC the Mouse 





Skills: Sound-letter association and letter- 
sound discrimination.^Cut on the dotted lines. 



■ 

















19 


ARAB TIMES, THU RS DA Y-FRID AY, JULY S-6, 1990 


•Ubot Junior readers, 

Happy Bd. Hie Junior Times did not 
appear last Tuesday, so do not be disap- 
pointed if your, birthday greetings ore 
beWed. 

■ tf you are going 1o spend most of your 
summer in Kuwait there are many places 
•you can visit. The Entertairanent City and Ihe 


seafront are of coureelhe most popular, but 
Kuwait is also rich in pads, museums, and 
restaurants. 

In almost each district in Kuwait there is 
at least one parte The greeneiyandfresh air 
make a lovely change from staying indoors, 
or playing downstairs within building 
limits. 


Museums have suitable daily opening 
hours. When it is too hot to stay outside, you 
can take a trip 1o one of the richly decorated 
museums and learn about new things, 
whether scientific, historical or ethnical. 

Restaurants ore a more expensive way of 
spending time. If you are really bored, 

gattw up a few friends and go and eat out. 


Do not eat in a hurry then leave. Si! down 
and enjoy both the food and the company of 
your friends. 

Tty to spend yourtime usefully and do not 
repeat the same outing overand over again. 
This will make It boring. Remember, variety 
is Ihe spice of life. 

Manal. 


On the sea 

Using the code to help you, finish the picture. 



What am I? 

Read the two sentences on the left. Then underline one of the two 
numbered sentences on the right that is the correct answer. 


My 

Mother 


MY mother is very 
beautiful and cute. She is 
never sad and is always 
happy with her bright smil- 
ing face. My mother is very 
calm and quite in nature. 
She has black hair and a 
slim figure. 

My mother has a very 
good personality. Her 
manners, behaviour and 
etiquette are always very 
good towards other peo- 
ple. She is very clean with 
whatever she does. She can 
cook delicious continental 
diShes. She can also sew 
very well. 

My mother is very lively 
and energetic. Her leisure 
activities are reading 
novels, watching art films, 
sewing and decorating the 
house. She also loves 
songs. 

One day my school bus 
was late. My mother was 
very worried. When I came 
back home, I saw her eyes 
full of tears. 

She is' my mother. She is 
like my friend. I love her. I 


love her very much. I think 
she is the best mother in the 
world. 

Emily Hussain (Dalamoni) 
Senior 1 
Kuwait English School 

Stories for your work 
may be sent to: 

Your Work, 

Junior Times, 

Arab Times, 

P.O. Box 2270 
13023 Safat Kuwait 
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Colouring time 


Si 


Three blind mice, see how they run! 

They all ran after the farmer's wife; 

She cut off their tails with a carving knife; 

Did you ever see such o sight in your life, 

As three blind mice ? 

Which path should the mice take to get hack to their hole? 



Iam made of wood, 
I go up and down. 

I make noise. 

I am small. 

I am round. 

I have a hole. 

I have a picture. 

I go on and off. 

I have wings. 

I can fly. 

I have legs. 

I cannot walk. 


1. lama 

2. I am a 

1. Iam a 

2. Iam a 

1. Iam a 

2. Iam a 

1. Iam a 

2. I am a 

1. lama 

2. I am an 

1. lama 

2. lama 


X 
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It was the Greeks, not the *0® 

would think, who invented the 
called them syraphoneia and have changed 
very little since those ancient times. 

The Romans built an aqueduct in 1 ‘ 10 BC to 
bring water to the town ofSego via “Spam- It 
still m use today two thousand years later. 


ntaineers that such dogs were.tramed to 
ie. But St Bernards do not have, andne ver 
: had, these casks around their necks. 

first council houses were built in ancient 
ne after the population of that city had 
i dramatically for three years. 


John Gilbert acted in his last film. The Captain 
Hates the Sea in 1934. He was at the peak of his 
career as a star of silent films, one of the 
greatest cinema attractions of his time. He 
stopped acting because ‘talkies’, or the first 
fi lms with speech, showed the public that his 
voice did not match his very masculine reputa- 
tion. His voice shocked the public with its 
squeakiness. 

Louis Braille first lost the sight of oneeye when 
blinded by a carpenter’s tool in his father’s 
carpentry workshop when he was only three 
years old. He lost the use of the other soon 
after. He began teaching the blind, and inven- 
ted an alphabet which you felt with your fingers 
rather than read with the eyes. He died before 
knowing how grateful millions of blind people 
were for this way of reading which became so 
widely used. 


Archaeological evidence has shown that the 
first people to live in America came from the 
area of the Soviet Union which iscalled Siberia. 

The first people to play with rubber balls were 
the Maya Indians, who lived in Central 
America nearly one thousand years ago. 

Nicholas Cugnot has the distinction of not only 
keing the first motorist, but also of being the 
first person to be put in prison for a traffic 
offence. He drove his steam-powered tractor at 
a top speed of six and half kilometres an hour 
into a stone wall. 

There is a tradition in Sweden that you can look 
into the future on the last day of each year. 
Molten lead is poured into water on New 
Year’s Eve and the shapes it forms foretell what 
will happen in the year ahead. 


The herb fennel was first uied as a medicine in 
die Far East centuries ago. Ancient oriental 
doctors used it to treat snake bites. 

Proverb: ‘Self-preservation is the first law of 
nature.' This has developed into the phrase we 
use today ‘survival of the fittest’. 

The earliest form of boat was a dug-out canoe 
which was made from a hollowed tree trunk. 
There were first made over eight thousand 
years ago. The remains of one 16 metres long 
have been found, which is pretty big for a 
canoe. 

In the game of chess the mmberofranationsin 

the first four moves alone is 3 1 8.979,564,000. 

Big Ben is not the name of the clock tower in the 
Houses of Parliament; it is the name of the bell 
inside. It was first called Big Ben after a 


politician in the eighteenth cenntury who 
weighed 158 kilogrammes. His name was Ben 
Hall. 

The first use for Coca-Cola was as a medicine. 
It was not successful until bubbles were put into 
it by mistakes. The ‘cure-all' became merely a 
refreshing drink, as such almost two hundred 
million bottles of it are bought all over the 
world. 

’One of the last survivors of the Prehistoric age 
is the crocodile. It is probably the nearest 
relative to the Tyrannosaurus rex left on earth. 
Thejawsofa crocodile are in fact so weak thata 
man can hold them open very easily. So now 
you know what to do when attacked by a 
crocodile! 

The first stethoscopes, with which doctors lis- 
ten to your heart beat, were carried under 
doctor’s top hats. 
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Sean Oonn*?iy switched roles 

By Brian Hollis 

TOM CLANCY'S hugely 
popular espionage novel 77it* 
//.wir /T*/- Red October has now 
been given ihe movie ireat- 
meni. with Sean Connery and 
Alec Baldwin in the leading 
roles. Connery is n renegade 
Soviet captain, in 'charge of 
iherr la lest and most sophis- 
ticated strike submarine. He 
decides lo defect to America to 
ensure that this apocalyptic 
weapon will never he used. The 
Americans of course, think that 
his beeline across the Atlantic is 
an act of war. and only the 
counsel of a canny young 
American naval analyst (Alec 
Baldwin) convinces them to 
wait and see if an attack or a 
surrender is in the works. 
Meanwhile, subs, boats and 


Sean Connery’s red alert! 


helicopters of both super- 
powers scour the ocean for the 
renegade vessei hoping to sink 
or capture it. 

This mostly undersea drama 
lakes place during a iwo- to 
three-day period. Director 
John McTiernan (Die Hard) 
demonstrates that it is possible 
to combine psychological ten- 
sion with high-tech special 
elTecls. creating an increasingly 
desperate claustrophobic 
atmosphere. There is a min- 
imum of lighting, explosions 
and violence, and the suspense 
is due to the characters' inner 
desperation and fast-paced 
editing, which keep the story 
moving. The first half hour is a 
little obscure, but as the pace 
quickens and the tension 
mounts, a gripping drama 
begins to unfold. 

Joe Versus Hie Volcano is 
Tom Hanks' latest outing, this 
time with Meg Tilly playing 
three different girlfriends. 
Hanks, likeable as ever, stars as 
Joe Banks, a hypochondriac 
smitten with perhaps the 
world's worst job who is told by 
his doctor that he has a fatal 
braindoud. When an eccentric 


millionaire (Lloyd Bridges) 
offers him a chance to leave life 
in style, Joe agrees. In exchange 
for the chance to spend the last 
month of his life with every- 
thing money can buy. Joe. will 
ship himself off to the South 
Pacific and leap into a fiery 
volcano to appease the natives' 
gods and thus secure for the 
millionaire the rights to the 
island's rich mineral deposits. 
He is escorted on his sea voyage 
by the millionaire's tough 
daughter (Meg Ryan) with 
whom he predictably falls in 
love. 

The whole movie is set upas a 
fairy tale, and would have been 
perfectly plausible as such. But 
towards the end, 'Joe' runs out 
of steam. The comedy becomes 
more strained as the plot wears 
thin, Alas, the ending is pure 
Hollywood contrivance. Still, 
in spite of gaping holes in logic 
and credibility, the film at least 
gets in some good laughs that 
will please Hanks fans and 
ensure good rental in the video 
shops. 

Director Percy AdJon is well 
for his oddball movies Sugar 
Baby, and Bagdad Cafe, both of 


which star rotund German 
actress Marianne Sagebrecht. 
The same team is backagain for 
a third time in Rosalie Goes 
Shopping, with Sagebrecht 
again living in America, this 
time as the scheming immigrant 
mother who wants nothing but 
the best for her family. She 
bases her philosophy on the old 
simple diction: ‘If I owe the 
banks 5100,000. it's my 
problem', If i owe them 
SI ,000.000. it becomes their 
problem'. When local traders 
stop giving her credit, she 
moves on through a series of 
credit cards until they also are 
blocked (although not before 
daughter has received her new 
IBM PC, and would-be chef 
son has prepared a top gourmet 
meal). When her crop, sprayer 
husband totals the light aircraft 
which be uses for work, it’s 
going to take all of Marianne's 
ingenuity to secure a 
replacement for him. Alth- 
ough, perhaps not as good as 
Bagdad Cafe, ‘Rosalie' does 
have its moments, and provides 
another cynical look at one 
aspect of American life. 

Dudley Moore co-^tars with 


Darryl Hannah in Crazy Peo- 
ple a new comedy which mixes 
the world of advertising with 
the inmates of an insane 
asylum. Moore is a high flying 
advertising' copywriter with 
marital problems who sud- 
' denly decides Lhat he is fed upof 
writing semitmths and starts 
writing plain copy of the ‘our 
cigarettes may kiU you, but at 
least they taste good' variety. 
He is carted off lo the insane 
asylum, but not before his ads 
are accidentally sent for print- 
ing. At the asylum he meets 
Darryl Hannah and begins to 
enjoy himself, so when his ads 
are a huge commercial success, 
and the agency beg him to come 
back to work, he procrastin- 
ates, and enlists the help of the 
other crazies to create a series of 
ad campaigns which of course 
are also wildly successful. The 
plot is by no means new, and the 
Jokes are mainly pretty worn, 
but as lighthearted entertain- 
ment, Crazy People is quite 
palatable. 

The above movies are by courtesy 
of VFI, Fintas/Farwamya; Video 
Nauf, Safltiya, Video Club, Sal- 
ntiya. 



High-flier 

Flying high during the Eid A1 Adha festivities is this young 'pilot' who took lo Ihe skies in an entertainment 
park in Kuwait. A large number of people were spotted on beaches, in parks and in hotels to cool down on a 
hot summer's day and enjoy the prolonged holiday. (Arab Times photo) 







Vinceni De Souza, ihe Man of Ihe Year, receiving Ihe award from Augie 
Alphonso of Ihe Weekend Club. 


Some of the participants. 



Red and Black Nite 


Vincent is ‘Man of the Year’ 


Dma Mortal*, in-: Rod and Black Queen Hanked bvlirst runner-up. Suad 
Al Ghanbah second runner-up. Svlvia Rangel and third runner-up 
Valencia Sylvia Daniel. 


A RIOT of colour, glitter and gaeity marked 
the “Red & Black Nite” organised by the 
Weekend Club on the first day of Eid Al Adha 
at the Sheikha Ballroom of the Regency 
Palace Hotel. 

Despite the huge number of people travell- 
ing out of Kuwait for holidays, the response 
to the Red & Black Nite was overwhelming. 
Several late comers had to be turned away. 
The success of the show, the organizers said 
was due to the colour/costume theme and 
music. 

The highlight of the evening was the selec- 
tion and crowning of the “Red & Black 
Queen.” Over 40 girls participated bedecked 
in confections of red and black giving the 
parade the air. of a Spanish fiesta. While the 
semi-finalists were judged by a panel of seven 
judges, the final choice was made by ballots of 
each and every guest present at the show. The 
idea worked, the choice of beauties was cer- 
tainly popular, judging by the deafening 
applause that greeted Dina Modak, an Indian 
studcnlalthe New English School. When she 
was crowned the Red and Black Queen, four- 
teen year's old Dina said her hobbies are 
dancing, reading, travelling and meeting peo- 
ple. She wan is lo be a chemist. Di na received a 
22 carat gold necklace, courtesy Al Olhman 


Jewellers, the top prize. Suad Al Gharibah, a 
charming Kuwaiti Secretary,- was the first 
runner-up and Sylvia Rangel, a Goan 
secretary, was chosen the second runner-up. 
Valencia Sylvia Daniel, an Indian student 
who came a close fourth, was declared the 
third runner-up by the organisers. 

The “Man of the Year” award, instituted 
this year is to be awarded annually to any 
Indian resident of Kuwait who has made the 
most significant contribution towards the 
welfare of his compatriots in any field such as 
social service, education, sports, music, etc. 
This year's recipient was Vincent De Souza, a 
prominent Goan who has spent several years 
in Kuwait taking up such causes as direcL 
flights and better baggage allowance for 
Goans. He was one of the founding faLhers of 
the New Indian School of Kuwait and the 
man behind the realization of an apex body of 
Goans recently formed as The Goan Welfare 
Society. Announcing the award, Francis Fer- 
nandes of the Weekend Gub said that despite 
his many services, De Souza had been the 
target of severe criticism and hardly anybody 
had stood up «o give him due credit. The 
Weekend Gub has finally recognised ihe 
man. The award was presented by Augie 
Alphonso of the Weekend Gub. De Souza, in 


a voice choked with emotion, said that he was 
taken by surprise and modestly admitted that 
he did not deserve the honour but accepted it 
and thanked The Weekend Gub. 

. The Top Ranks with Adolf at the mike 
provided a selection of heart-throbing rock 
sounds that sent the mainly young crowd wild 
with dancing fever and the Stepping Slones 
with Aggie aL the mike presents a choice of 
chacha, waltz, twist and jive sounds. Lancelot" 
McGie (“Lancy" to his many admirers), 
added spice to the delightful evening with his 
humourous chatter. 

Arab Times slafTKevin de Souza adds: The 
show was certainly an unqualified success 
except for a couple of minor irritants like the 
tendency of the dancing floor to crack up into 
a crazy quilt pattern which made navigation a 
trifle hazardous. 

The choice of Red and Black Queen by 
popular vote did not go down well with all. 
While there is always an clement of con- 
troversy in contests like these, final selection 
by ballot can hardly be a substitute for the 
careful appraisal of a panel of experienced, 
malurejudges. 

The show, which ended way past dawn, was 
sponsored by Rothmans International. 



Social 


Scrabble tournament 
July 20: Due it* insistent ladies' 
demand, the Filipino Chess 
Club in Kuwait < Filchcck ) will 
>pon>or an all female scrabble 
tournament. ti will held at the 
K:iha>au Restaurant. 

The ilium. mien t isopen toall 
Pilipinas in Kuwait. It will be 
conducted m two stages. 

Registration is now open at 
Kabavan Restaurant. 

Deadline for submission of 
entries isSunda}. July 15.1990. 
Trophies and \aluable gift 
hems await the winners. For 
more inf* *rni.i lion call 24*12405 
Li/a. 

Mushalra 

July 26: A mushaira (an even- 
ingof Urdu pncir> 1 will beheld 
at the home ol Tahir Kuiii. All 
Urdu poets are united to take 
pari. Start: 10 pm sharp. 

I.IL 

July 9: LIL will he holding their 
monihK big meeting on Mon- 
day. Jt Sheraton Hotel. 
Bail room A. lor a social even- 
ing. front 7 to lo pnt. For details 
contact Julie fele: 559 1 1 50. 

Pakistan Embassy 
The limbavA of Pakistan will 
remain closed from July 2 to 
July 7 on the occasion of Kid Al 
Adha Normal working will 
resume on July 7. according to 
an emNis'> press release. 


Kapilku 

July 19: Kapilku awards cer- 
tificates of attendance lo those 
who attended tailoring, bookk- 
eeping. basic accounts and 
basic computer courses. The 
ceremony will be held at Al 
Araliya Restaurant. 8 pnt. 
Philippine Ambassador 
Muuyug Mohammad Tamano 
will be the chief guest. Buffet 
dinner. KD 3 per person. 
Proceeds will go towards the 
school fund. 

Those who attended self- 
improvement classes are asked 
to contact Sarah Macurim- 
ban a. Tele: 4S391XR 4839889. 
4843447. 

Hotels I 


At the MeridJen 

La Brasserie 

Thai Comer. Saturday night. 
Cowboy Night: Every Sunday, 
with live country music. 
Chinese Comer; Monday night 
feature. 

Greek Taverna: Mediterran- 
ean magic wiLh bousouki 
music. 

Indonesian comer: on Wednes- 
days: food prepared in from of 
you. 

Jazz Night: New Orleans 
atmosphere on Thursday 
night. 

Friday: Oriental luncheon buf- 
fet: family day. 

Versailles; Business lunch: and 
a la carte dinner. 


At Ramada Al Saiam 

Ai Bendar Coffee Shop: Arabic 
and Continental buffets, lunch 
and dinner: also a la carte; open 
6 am lo midnight. 

Al Mawardy Open-Air Cafe: 
open from 6 pm Lo midnight. 

Al Gandoul Grill Garden: 
open after 6 pm: grilled food. 

Friday brunch: 12 noon to 3 
pm, ship discovery lour, enter- 
tainment for children and car- 
toon-strip characters. 

At the International 

Failaka: situated on the 19th 
floor, overlooking the coas- 
tline, it offers international 
cuisine; live entertainment in 
the evenings. Closed on 
Fridays. 

La Palma: offers buffet as 
well as a la carte. Family style 
brunch on Fridays. 

Kei. offers Japanese dining in 
an oriental atmosphere. 

La Patisserie: selection of 
snacks; pianist in the evenings. 

Al Waha - ice cream promotion 
featuring different flavours, 
until August 1 990. 

At the Messilah Beach 

Al Mubarakiah. open around 
the clock; seafood promotion 
on Wednesdays. 7 pm; Fridays 
- Middle Eastern cuisine. 

Al_ Jawharah: Thursday 

special — special menu: music 
by Rainbow Band. 

Af Berdowneh: BBQ on 
Thursday in beach-garden res- 
taurant; Lebanese food. 


At the Plaza: 

Al DaJIah Coffee Shop: inter- 
national cuisine; open buffet 
plus menu. 

Lolouwah Corner: snacks 
and refreshing summer drinks. 

Marco Polo: Italian 

ambience and cuisine, par- 
ticularly pasta. 

At the Holiday Inn 

Eid Schedule: 

Al Ahmadi Coflee Shop: lun- 
cheon buffet as well as a la carle 
menu: 1 2 noon to 3.30 pm. Din- 
ner — 6.30 pm to midnight. 

Al Dana Restaurant: family 
buffet lunch with Disney car- 
toon characters to entertain 
children. Lunch: 12 noon lo 

3.30 pm: dinner: 6.30 pm to 
midnight. Evening entertain- 
ment by Michael and Elaine. 

Al Andalus Nighi Club: bulfeL 
dinner — 9 pm to 2 am; oriental 
hand Serenades. 

Lobby Cafe; 10 am to mid- 
night; refreshments and take- 
away counter. 

Swimming Pool, mini barbecue 
daily from 12 noon to 4 pm 
during the Eid holidays. 


At the SAS 

Bistretto: Sunday/Wednesday 
— pasta night: Italian music. 

Peacock Room: Chinese 
cuisine; lunch and dinner. 

Al Boom: Kuwaiti experience; 
charcoal grilled food, plus mez- 
zeh buffet. 

Clock: snack bar — burgers, 
french fries, etc. 


At the Sheraton 

A I Hambra: luncheon buffet 
and daily Arabic Night with 
music by the Ramous Gli Amic 
Band. 

Riccardo: lunch and dinner 
fea luring pasts dishes: evening 
entertainment by Duo Franca 
and Regina. 

Hunt Room: Special lunch 
and dinner for Eid AI Adha: 
Duo Fantasy Serenade. 

Le Tarbouche: buffet lun- 
cheon and dinner through Eid 
holidays; entertainment by out 
player. 




Natya Bharat) 

Natya Bharati calls amateur 
dramatists lo audition for their 
fourth Hindi production enti- 
tled “Badi Buaji” (The Big 
Aunt), a full-length comedy 
which will be performed in mid- 
October. Required a female 
lead, young smart lady, past 
stage experience would be an 
asset, two supporting actresses, 
cha racier actors, a midd le-aged 
man with a good personality 
and two young men in their 
early 30s. Genuinely interested 
people who plan to slay in 
Kuwait during summer 
holidays can contact 4880965 
or 5623810 after 1.30 pm or 
3721545 after 8.30 am for fur- 
ther details. 


Goan drama 

Sept 21: Goan comedy king 
Bab Prince Jacob will present 
the comedy “Pergaum” 
(announcement) at Indian Arts 
Circle. The programme will be 
organised by Mcnino de San- 
vordem. For details call Fer- 
nandes: 2435685; 2435688. 


Sur Sangeet 

July 19: A musical evening will 
be presented by Sur Sangeet 
group to say farewell to outgo- 
ing Indian Second Secretary 
S.M. Mathur. Singers par- 
ticipating in the show include 
Valencia, Rosebud, Laxmi, 
Charlie. Shabnawaz Karim. 


9.00 Holy Quran 

9.15 Cartoons 

9.45 Luna Park 

10.00 Songs and Music 

10.15 Lucan: English feature 

film 

12.00 English serial 

1.00 News Summary 

1.05 World News via 
Satellite 

1.30 Al Tanateef: Gulf 
serial, featuring Gha- 
nim Slaiti, Huda Hus- 
sain 

2.30 Lassie: English feature 
film 

3.30 Adventures: cartoons 

4.00 Liqa Al Khamis: 
weekly roundup of 
local news 

5.30 Cartoons 

6.00 Alaf Laila Wa 

6.30 English serial: pari 3 • 

7.30 Songs 

JkpO With Iskm — 

tL30 FroffiPeople’s Lives 

9.00 News in 'Arabic 

9.45 Al Arhaab: Arabic 
feature film, starring 
Nadia Al Jundi, 
Farouk Fishawi, 
Sal ah Qabeel. 

12.00 Late Night Entertain- 
ment 

1.30 News Summary 

1.35 World News via 
Satellite 

1.50 Holy Quran/Closed- 
own 

FRIDAY 

9.00 Holy Quran 

9.25 Cartoons 

9.50 Ta’leem Kharij Al 
Madrasah: pan 4 

10.15 Songs 

10.30 Al Rahlah: children's 
serial, starring Safa Al 
Subei, Ahmad Abdul 
Waris 

11.00 lbtahaael Deeni: reli- 
gious programme 

11.15 Friday Prayer: live 
from Great Mosque 

12.30 Colours: presented by 
Fatima Abdul Wahab. 

1.00 News Summary 

1.05 World News via 
Satellite 

1.25 Hadith Deeni: reli- 
gious talk by Sheikh 
Mohammad Mulwalli 
Sharawi. 

2.00 Halaqal Tamleeliya: 
“Tanateef". Starring: 
Ghanem Slaiti, Huda 
Hussein. Abdul Aziz 
AJ Jassim. 

3.30 Kinara: Hindi feature 
film 

6.00 Cultural programme 

7.30 Kuwait In a Week 

8.00 Multaki Al Usrah: cul- 
tural programme 

8.45 Hadith Usbooh: reli- 
gious programme 

9.00 News in Arabic 

9.45 Raqeen La Yanaam: 
Arabic serial; featur- 
ing Ahmad Mazhar. 
Samiya Al Alfi. Nawal 
Abulfutouh 

10.45 Television Magazine: 
presented by Rasha 
Magdi. 


12.00 News Summary 
12.05 World News via 
Satellite 

12.25 Holy Quran/Closed- 
own 



6.00 Holy Quran ' 

6.10 Cartoons 

6.30 My Secret Identity: 
Andrew and his friend ; 
leant to drive motor- • 
• ^cycles. And against his 
frien's advice, Andrew 
uses his secret powers. 

7.00 Star Trek: “Where 
Silence Has Lease”. 
Adventures in outers- 
pace promise great 
entertainment 

7.00 News in English 
8.40 Adventurer: Jack Vin- 
cent is still on the run 
and moves to A us- . 
. tralia and plans to tak- ‘ 
, ■ ^»M’er a foreign vessel. - 
9^(^aur5anie^: ; M agic . 
i " Show: Daniels’ re- 
turns with a bagful of 
tricks. 

10.30 Bill Cosby Show: Cliff 
advises his family not 
to eat fatty food before 
going to bed but does 
not practise it himself. 
Comedy Starring: Bill 
Cosby, Phylicia Ra- 
shad. 

10.30 Thursday Night Mo- 
vie: “Breaking Point.” 
Germans capture an 
American major and 
try to extract war 
secrets from him. 

12.00 News in Brief 

12.10 Magazine D' Ac- 
tual] te/Gosedown 
FRIDAY 

6.00 Holy Quran 

6.10 Popeye and Son: car- 
toons 

6.30 Family Feature Film: 
the adventures of a 
young boy and his 
divorced mother. 

8.00 News in English 

8.40 Breaking Away: a look 
at what’s on in 
Kuwait 

8.50 T & T: “Hostage.” 
Eight people are taken 
hostage in a super- 
market robbery. Star- 
ring: Mr. T. 

9.15 Globe TV: A Ticket to ■ 
the World: from Geor- 
gia to Mexico, this 
programme explores 
various facets of life 
around the world. 

10.00 Doctor, Doctor a new 
comedy featuring mis- 
haps in a clinic. 

10.30 The Men: friendship 
grows between four . 
friends — Steven; 
Paul. Charlie -and 
Danny. 

11.30 News in Brief 

11.35 Magazine ' D’Ac- 

tuali le/Qosedown 

Please note that Kuwait 
Television programmes and 
timings are Hable to change 
without notice. 


PRAYERS 


Fajr 

Zufcr 

Asr 

Maghreb 

Isha 


CINEMA TODAY 


3.19 am 
11.52 

3.26 pm 
6^1 
8.23 


FRIDAY 


Fajr 

Friday Prayer 
Asr 

Maghreb 

isha 


3.20 am 
11.53 
3.2 7 pm 
6.51 
8.23 


Al Andalus 

Jazira AI Shitan ( Arabic) 

Starring: Adel Imam, Yusra 

AlSaJmiya 

Arabic play 

AIHamra 

Troma’s War 

Drive-In 

Jazira AI Shaitan (Arabic) 
Starring: Adel Imam, Yusra 
Ai Pinions 
Krodh (Hindi) 

Starring: Amrita Singh, 
Sunny Deol 
AIFahahed 
Taaqatwar (Hindi) 


A] Fahahee! 

Rangeen Sagar Basha 
(Bengali) 

Al Jahm 

Hanafi AI Abahahu (Arabic) 

Granada 

Arabic play 

StdaUrikbat 

The Big Heat 

AlJkeb 

Oru Vadakkan VeeraGadha 
(Malayalam) 

Starring: Manunootty 
Ahmad! Drive-In . 

Al Nisaab Wal Kalb 
f Arahit-V 
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FOR RENTT FOR 



r-r-» 

Al-Naqeeb & Khattar Co. W.I.I. 

Best airfreight rates and 
most convenient routes 

484-6009 


Al-Naoeeb & Khattar 

MURA NA 
MABILISPAU 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 

484 - 6009 ^ 


Villas, half villas, 
flats, complete 
Ibuildings, offices ii 
all areas in Kuwait 
with or without 
swimming pool 


Qatar Real Estate 
Tele. 2406592, 
2406593 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 

Teh M 019 M - 2407677 
2451489 - 2451476 
FAX 2403280 

The All Real Estate 


DOODAI 

CARGO 


MABUHAY 

■PUIIUPMIMSS 

Door-to-Doo r Service 
by Sea and Air 


iu 


Contact Batty 

C*n6(U Dry 4847937, 

Stmt, Trt«: 4817708. 
Stewmikk 4837850^ 


* 


>> : 


»■ * 


iV 


f of V° ur 

odMettisemen' 

PteQsecorto d 

MjyertislnQ 

4816326 / 

Tel: 4816327 


' Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013, 
2400014, 2400015 

Farwaniya branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 


£l we - 

^ DELIVER 
COMPETITIVELY 

LUZON* VISAYAS«M I NDA N AO 
FASTESTiSAFEST^RELIABLE 


Jamal AJ-Ghanim 
Cargo Services 

DOOR TO DOOR 
Coll folly 

B 2414144 2462036 3062027 


Exploding with 
music, passion, 
romance and danger. 

It's their world. 
Above the world. 




SALMIAH. TEL. 5724372* SALHIYA COMPLEX. TEL. 2432809 
SAFEWAY FARWANIYA. TEL. 4341 166 •FINTAS TOWERS. TEL. 3710218 



Oh, No! 

I am in 
trouble, now! 

I should 
have called 
Alghaxiim... 

No one does it better. 
The biggest IATA 
Freight agent in Kuwait. 

^Ighanon 


Customer Service Tel: 

474-5533 

476-3666 


Sea-Freight ■ 

Packing 

FahahceJ 3SZ349&/8 ■ Shaiq 2460972/3 
Mnrgab 24)2993/2416691 


JOIN THE FUTURE 






MESSILAH 

562340045623700 

SHUWAIKH 

4811824.4838200 


CALL TAXI 


LAi 


ADVERTISE 
IN THE 
ARAB TIMES 
FOR 
BETTER 
RESULTS 



.1 -MSC34 I 

wU-.iV 



Times 

CLASSIFIEDS COUPON 

2 insertions KD 4. Three insertions KDS 

Conditions: 

1. Advertisements may be mailed in only on this coupon, or 
preferably, completed at the Arab Times office between IL30 a jd. 
— 1 p.m. and 4.30 — 6 p.m. 

2. To complete the coupon, follow the sequence of tbe infonna- 
tion given in above printed advertisements, for desired section 
heading. All advertisements will be printed according to Arab 
Times format and are subject to editing. 

3. Advertisements most not exceed 25 words indnding name 
and telephone number. 

4. Text must be typed or clearly printed; No alterations or 
cancellations will be made after publication. 

5. Advertisements of personal native involving business tran- 
sactions wiD not be accepted, nor any matrimonial advert- 
isements. 

6. The Arab Times is not responsible for postal delays. 

Section heading 

Sender’s Name 

Address 

Telephone 


Coupons and payment must be mailed to: 
ARAB TIMES CLASSIFIEDS 
P.O.BOX: 2270 
13023 SAFAT KUWAIT. 



ACCOMMODATION 

Available 

SALMIYA. single room available 
for Indian. Sri Lankan or Ban- 
gladeshi bachelors. Bus routes 
15. 45. 30. 19. 24. Tele. 5749750. 
MrLobo, 1 0am -9.30 pm. 

(AT6-53446-3) 

ISTIQLAL Street Furnished sin- 
gle bedroom for a small family for 
two months. Tele. 2640283. Abdul 
Hamid. 2 - 5 pm. Rent KD 100. 

(AT6-53435-2) 

Wanted 

T 1 BEDROOM flat required for one 
bachelor preferably in Salmiya or 
Jabriya. Please tele 5326599. 

(AT5-53427-3) 

FOR SALE 

Cars 

VOLVO 240 GL wagon 1989. 
30.000 kms. manual gear, metallic 
wine red. AC. in perfect condition, 
extra seat for 2 children. Selling 
due to transfer KD 3900. best 
offer. Tele. 5323014/5/6 

(AT6-53443-3) 

CHEVROLET Impale 1985. white, 
ail extras. KD 1.700. Tele. 
5330358.2458497. 

(AT6-53439-3) 


ARAB Tim€S NEWS IS OUR BUSINESS 



for Buying and Selling through 
the Arab Times Classified Pages 


Accommodation 

IJicycles 

Cars 


vers 


[flectrical Appliances 
jpumiture 
(gjarden Tools 
household Items 
interpreters 
Jobs 

[Kitchen Cabinets 

{Labourers 

Ifflaids 


purses 

©utboard Engines 

[pets 

(Quality Controllers 

Refrigerators 

Sofas 

transport 

UJmbrella 

^/illas 

^^aiters 

Xylophone 

Yachts 

Zoologists 


■ For more details. 

Ring the Arab Times Classified Department, 
4816326/7 


SHOPS FOR 

RENT 

White Al Taj Supermarket 
(Kuwait City) 

We have still some shops suffaWe 
for garments, shoes, electronics, 
per fumes and watches business. 
Tel: Mr Nazar, 4831386 , 

7 am -6 pm; 

V 2484908 , 8-9 pm. J 

MAZDA 929. manual. 83 model, 
in good condition. Price KD 700 
ono.Tele. 2640283. 2-5 pm. 

(AT6-53435-2) 

ROVER Saloon, 8 cylinder, full, 
automatic, sunroof, in very good 
condition KD 500. Call Ronald 
2629380, 2656322. 6 - 8.30 pm. or 
leave message. 

(AT6-53437-3) 

TOYOTA Crown 2.8 Super 
Saloon, model 1987. with low 
mileage, owner leaving Kuwait 
Tele. 5625436. 

CAT6- 53442-33 

Boats 

BAYUNER. 1989. Al Ziani, 19 ft 
125 HP, force engine under 
warranty, vary clean, not yet com- 
pleted one year. KD1.300. Tele. 
5323072. any time. 

CAT 6-5 3447-3) 

Miscellaneous 

MICROWAVE oven. Toshiba KD 
40; Patio gas grill KD 15: artificial 
Xmas tree KD 15; house plants KD 
2 each. Tele. 5330358. 

(AT6-53439-33 

CUPBOARD-bed white. 2 small 
refrigerators, Indesit-Ariston 
washing machine. General AC, 
antenna roter booster for TV & 
Hitachi TV 14". Contact Kutub 
Ali. Tele. 2563693. St. 96. House 1 . 
Area 9. Qadisiya. 

(AT5-53430-3) 

HOUSEHOLD items of a 3 
bedroom flat in Farwaniya. Al 
Ghazali Street, includes tele- 
phone. electrical appliances, 
plants, furnitures. Special dis- 
count for items with flat Tele. Mr 
Ahmed, 476101 0. after 6.00 pm. 

CAT6- 53433-3) 

1 .200 stamps old and new from all 
countries in the world for sale. KD 
400 only. Anyone interested, call 
Salvador. 241 1 001 . ext 402. 

(ATS- 53438-3) 

KUWAIT City. Fahd Al Salem 
Street Rat in modern complex — 
2 bedrooms. 2 baths, large saloon 
with carpet curtains and cup- 
boards. Tele 2403143. 

(AT2-AB-TM-3) 

LOST 

LADIES bag containing 2 pass- 
ports No F 429524 and E 922495 
in the name of Losi Malik and 
Anayat Begum respectively Pak- 
istani. Finder please Tele. 
5640028. 


NAME CHANGE 

I. RAGHBIR SINGH, holder of 
Indian passport No. A 850903 
hereby change my name to Ragh- 
bir Singh Seehra. 

(AT6-53436-2) 

l. SANTOKH SINGH, holder of 
Indian passport No. U 246657 
hereby change my name to Sarv 
tokh Singh 8asi. 

CAT6-53435-2) 




X. 
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It ahan ncatie Waller Zenga reacts after Schillaci's goal. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Maradona (left] tries to keep Italian captain Giuseppe Bergomi away. (Reuter wirep ho to) 


Argentina's Oscar Ruggeri (right) tries to kick the ball past Zenga (Reuter wuepholot 


Italy struggles to accept World Cup semifinal defeat 


Maradona & Co. spoil party for home team’s fans 


NAPLES. July 4, (Reuter): Ita- 
ly's dumbstruck players and Tans 
woke today still puzzling how 
» '.•> reach 'he 

gume m regular time. 

The players cried in the dress- 
ing room after losing to Argen- 
tina in a penally shoot-out last 
night vi hen their scrmiiua! i-cJrd 
in a l-l draw after extra time 

Funs suffered in silence, stun- 
ned that Argentine captain 
Diego Maradona, a hero in 
Naples for helping the local club 
side lift »wo League titles, had 
spoiled their parly. 

The streets of Italian cities, 
jammed with wildly celebrating 
fans after the borne team's every 
victory, were eerily empty after 
the defeat in Napoli* San Paolo 
stadium. 

World Cup organisers went 
ahead with n planned late-night 
fireworks display from a boat in 
the Gay of Naples. But few 
Italians, never doubting their 
side would win the trophy for a 
record fourth lime, stayed up to 
watch. 

Italy had won every match up 
to the semifinals and had not 
conceded a goal 

Defending champion* Argen- 
tina. however, were beaten by a 
Cameroon team reduced to nine 
men in their opening match, 
survived the group stage only as 
one of the best third-placed fini- 
shers and then scraped through 
with a penalty shoot-out win 
over Yugoslavia in the quarter- 
finals 

“Wc are very angry, above all 
to see a team like Argentina gel to 
the final,” said midfielder Nicola 
Bcrti who did not play in yester- 
day’s match. 

"I havetc say they played well 
but it was the only time they did 
so in the finals. Obviously the 
Argentines have a lot of good 
luck - they get to the final and 
nobody knows how." 

Sicilian striker Salvatore 
Schdlaci. whose name was on 
every Italian's lips after his five 
goals in six matches, was incon- 
solable. 

“My five goals don't count.” 
said Schiilaci, who put Italy 1-0 
ahead in the 18lh minute before 
Argentina's Claudio Caniggia 


headed in the equaliser in the 
Cttth. 

“ft will need a lot of time to 
,'jrget this defeat,” said Schiilaci, 
~.‘ho did not take part in the pen- 
alty shoot-out alter suffering: a 
groin strain during the goalless 
extra time. 

Goalkeeper Sergio Goycoe- 
cbea, whe stepped in after Nery 
Pumpido broke his leg in the first 
round, became Argentina's hero 
by saving the final two penalties 
from midfield Roberto Don- 
adoni and substit ute striker Aldo 
Serena. 

Italian coach Azeglio Vicini, 
whose side have lost only six 
rimes since he took charge four 
years ago, is bound to face an 
inquest over why he chnnged the 
winning attacking line-up, start- 
ing with Gianluca Vialli instead 
of Baggio. 

BuL Vialli, who missed three 
matches a! the finals after a thigh 
injury, had a good game, setting 
up several chances for SchiHad. 
The blame, if any, must lie else- 
where. 

Schiilaci, over-eager for 
another goal, found himself time 
and again falling into Argen- 
tina's offside trap and Italy's 
defence, rock solid through the 
early part of ibe finals, was for 
once caught napping by Caaig- 
gia's goal. 

For goalkeeper Walter Zenga 
there was at least the consolation 
of two World Cup records. 

He kept a clean sheet at the 
finals for 517 minutes, 16 min- 
utes longer than the all-rime best 
set by England's Peter Shilton 
over the 1982 and 1986 finals and 
60 minutes longer than the 
previous best for one edition of 
the World Cup, set by Brazil's 
Leaoin 1978. 

But Zenga, like most of the 
losing team, did not have the 
heart to discuss such matters as 
the players packed up to move 
back to their base at Marino, 
near Rome, before going to Bari 
for the third-place playoff on 
Saturday. 

Instead Roberto Mancini. 
who did not play yesterday, sum- 
med up the feeling of the squad. 

“The third-place playoff 
doesn't count for anything — 
only the final counts,” he said. 




• Sergio Goycoechea makes a diving save on a penalty by AldoSarena. (Reuter wirephoto) •• 

Caniggia ruled out of final 

Argentina confound critics 


Caniggia raise® his-arm in jubilation after scoring the equaliser - ” - ■ 

Maradona offered blank cheque 


Diego Maradona screams with joy after converting his penalty kick. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


NAPLES, July 4, (Reuter): Argentina, with Diego Claudio Can 

Maradona more a symbol than a match-winner, iser against I tal 

confounded their critics yesterday to reach their he received his 
second successive World Cup final by bearing Italy for handball, 
in a penalty shoot-out. Argentina v 

“I preferred our victory in 1986, but this is also for 

sweet after so much suffering,” Maradona said. t°uay s Semitic 

“But it was all much dearer in '86. We never had to 111 ,n runn - 

go into extra rime.” . Marj dona,J 

have only beei 

Maradona said Argentina were equal to Italy. "It nament, while . 

was a miracle against Brazil,” he said. "Today it jsta earned the 

wasn’t." and Ricardo G 

Coach Carlos Bilardo added: “After we beat .. * d reamt 
Brazil, I knew we could reach the final.” Maradona said 

aeus and Klins 

Argentina upset traditional rivals Brazil in the Maradona, i 
second round despite being outplayed for long feared West Gi 

spells. the 1986 final ii 

Give World Cup fines to 
Iranian victims: Klinsmann 

ERJBA, Italy. July 4, (Reuter): West German striker Juergen Klins- 
mann has proposed donating the proceeds from fines on World Cup 
players to earthquake victims in Iran. 

Klinsmann said: "There was the earthquake tragedy in Iran and 
football didn't lift a finger to have its voice heard. 

"The money from fines in this World Cup, paid by us players, 
trainers and federations, should be handed over oy Fifa to the poor 
Iranian people devastated by the earthquake. 

"Football must make its voice heard to help the suffering of human- 
ity.” 

An earthquake in northwestern Iran last month killed 50,000 people 
and devastated wide areas. 

Support 

Fifa spokesman Andreas Herren said money from World Cup fines 
was earmarked to support the ‘fair play’ campaign insoccer. 

1 1 was used for promotional material and as prizes for players judged 
to have shown outstanding fair play. “You should not tnink it is being 
wasted on silly things.” he said. 

Herren said soccer’s world governing body had donated money to 
earlhq uake victims in Mexico in 1 986 and would consider Klinsmann's 
idea if it was proposed to Fifa. i 

But he said so far he had seen no formal request. 

World Cup players have been fined 20,000 Swiss francs (514,300) for 
being sent on and lesser amounts for other offences. 


Claudio Caniggia, who struck Argentina’s equal- 
iser against Italy, ruled himself out of the final when 
he received his second booking of the tournament 
for handball. 

Argentina will be down to just three Mexico 
veterans for Sunday's final against the winners of 
today’s semifinal between England and West Ger- 
many in Turin. 

Maradona, Jorge Burruchaga and Oscar Ruggeri 
have only been booked once so far in the tour- 
nament, while Julio Olarticoechea and Sergio Bat- 
ista earned their second yellow cards against Italy 
and Ricardo Giusli was sent off. 

"I dreamt of an Argentina -Engl and final.” 
Maradona said. ‘Til root for England, but Matth- 
aeus and Klinsmann will have other ideas.” 

Maradona, above all other teams, has always 
feared West Germany, beaten 3-2 by Argentina in 
the 1986 final in Mexico. 


TOKYO, July 4. (Reuter): ifDiego 
Maradona tires of the soccer wars 
after leading Argentina into Sun- 
day's World Cup final against 
either West Germany or England, 
be may be able to opt for luxurious 
semi-retirement in Japan. 

A Japanese newspaper today 
sa id a Tokyo com pany was offering 
Maradona, considered by many to 
be the premier player in world soc- 
cer, a blank cheque to play Tor its 
own club side. 

The daily Nikka Sports reported 
that PJ.M. Japan, a distributor of 
educational supplies, had already 
provided Maradona's agent with a 
contract, leaving the terms of 
paymenr blank. The company runs 
a team called the PJ.M. Futures. 

A company official, however, 
said he knew of no offer to 
Maradona. He said he had heard a 


rumour in the club that PJ.M. was 
trying to bring Maradona to Japan. 

Maradona, 29. iscurrently under 
contract to the Italian club Napoli. 
The contract expires in 1992. 

The company official said that 
the president of PJ.M. Japan was 
now in Italy, along with his soccer 
club manager. 

Nlkkan Sports quoted company 
president Hei Arila as saying: “I'm 
not worried about the question of 
money. I am ready to pay over two 
billion yen (SI 3 million) to get 
Maradona from Napoli and to give 
him as much salary as be wants." 

Juventus paid nearly $14 million 
to get Uatian star Roberto Baggio 
from Fiorentina in May, so far the 
most expensive deal in soccer his- 
tory. Napoli spent S7.5 million to 
get Maradona from Barcelona in 
1984. 


Lazaroni 
treated like 
a delinquent 


RIO DE JANEIRO. July 4, 
(Reuter): Brazilian soccer coach 
Sebasliao Lazaroni said yester- 
day he has been made to feei like 
a criminal delinquent since his 
side's defeat by Argentina in the 
World Cup. 

"I never thought that football 
could change people's ideas so 
much,” he said commenting on 
the hostility he met after Brazil’s 
second-round defeat. 

"1 feel Ske a delinquent who 
has just committed a crime. 
Everybody speaks about 
Lazaroni with anger, forgetting 
lhaL I am a man like any other 
citizen.” he said as he met the 
media for the first time since the 
defeat. 

Lazaroni returned home last 
Wednesday but slipped out of 
Rio airport through a side-door 
to avoid meeting reporters. 

Since then he has remained 
locked in his flat with his- family 
in thetepefc* jfjcsubufl? ofJLnpo, 
while the press has kept a con- 
stant vigil outside the building. 

Although good-humoured. 
Lazaroni frustrated the media 
again yesterday, merely repeat- 
ing comments he made in Italy. 
"It was the same discourse as 
always,” one journalist com- 
plained. 

As before, he defended his 3-5- 
2 formation which was widely 
criticised in Brazil as too defen- 
sive. 

And he also blamed his side's 
1 -0 defeat on poor finishing. 

“It was the same scheme which 
won us the South American 
championship for the first rime m 
40 years and the same scheme 
with which we beat Italy in 
Bologna last year,” be said. 

"I never said that I wanted 
Brazil to play ugly football. I said 
the team had to play competitive 
football, which does not neces- 
sarily mean ugly or pretty foot- 
ball,” he said. 


Shopowners 

disappointed 

FLORENCE, Italy. July4, (AP): 
Disappointed Florence shopow- 
ners who had expected a boun- 
tiful June because of the World 
Cup soccer tournament have 
started their summer sales a 
month early in an effort to sell the 
merchandise on overstocked 
shelves. 

Clothing stores have signs in 
the windows offering discounts 
of up to 50 per cent.TTie Florence 
merchants association said 
shops had been hurt by the 
"World Cup failure.” It said 
sales last month were 30 to 40 per 
cent lower than normal. 

Hotel owners in the city also 
are complaining that the world 
Cup failed to generate the huge 
numbers of tourists that had 
been predicted. 

The hotel owners associations 
said bookings have dropped off 
by 20 to 30 per cent and by as 
much as 40 per cent in three star 
hotels. 





Schiilaci (left) screams injubiliationaftersconng and taterdejecledlywalksdown a ramp after hie team's defeat 

(Reuter wirephoto) 
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stops Howe in seventh round 


. MONTiCELLO, New York, July 4. 
: (UPI): Heavyweight contender Alex 
- Stewart; tuning up for a scheduled Sept 
22 bout against Milce Tyson, last night 
flopped Jamie Howe at 0:32 of the 
-seventh round of a one-sided bouL 
-. Stewart (223 lbs), improved to 26-1 
with 26 knockouts while dropping 


Howe. 21 5- 1/2 (98 kg), to 15-1 2. StewarL 
decked Howe in the fifth round of the 
scheduled 10-round bout and Howe's 
face was covered with blood pouring 
from his nose from the fourth round on. 

After stunning Howe with a big right 
to the head late in the fourth rpund, 
Stewart dropped his game opponent 


with a right io the head followed by a left 
to the body along the ropes with 1 :09 left 
in the fifth. Howe was rocked for another 
standing eight-count with 20 seconds left, 
in the round and was wobbly throughout 
the sixth. However, Stewart appeared 
too winded to do any more serious 
damage. 


Stewart went back to the attack at the 
start of the seventh, though, and referee 
Luis Rivera saw enough and stopped it 
32 seconds into the round. 

Stewart is scheduled to fight former 
champion Tyson Sept 22 in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, as part of a double 
header . 


King rooted 
for Tyson 



Bf 


•ft 


4 


* 


in 

says Trump 


NEW YORK. July 4. (Reuter): 
Billionaire Donald Trump, told a 
federal court yesterday that box- 
ing promoter Don King was 
“probably rooting." for Mike 
Tyson when the former heav- 
yweight boxing champion lost his 
title in a stunning lOth-round 
knockout by challenger James 
'Buster' Douglas last winer. 

Trump, who sat next to King at 
the February I i fight in Tokyo, 
testified in the second da y of a trial 
in Manhattan federal court hear- 
ing the promoter's 527 million 
lawsuit against Douglas for 
breach of contract. 

King acted as promoter for 
both fighters in the Tokyo bout. 
Douglas, who has Sled his own 
suit against King in Las Vegas, 
contends that King's behaviour 
during and after the fight put the 
promoter in breach of their con- 
tmcL 

At a news conference after the 
shocking result. King questioned 
Douglas’ right to the tide, claim- 
ing that the challenger had ben- 
e fitted' from a long count when be 
had “foen knocked down in the 
eighth found. 

Trump said he did not notice .as 
lh£yl>auglas camp contends, (hat 
Kjng wason his feet yelling for the. 
fight to be stopped ana Tyson 
named winner after Douglas 
received the alleged long count. 

Yelling 

" Everyone was standing at that 
point,** Trump said. “I do not 
remember having heard him yell- 
ing.” 

The World Boxing Council and 
World Boxing Association ver- 
sions of the heavyweight title, 
which had been withheld from 

were both awarded to Douglas 
two days after the fight. 

Trump said that during the 
fight he and King discussed 
Tyson's poor performance and 
informally agreed on a ‘hand- 
shake* contract to set up a 
rematch in June that would have 
replaced a planned June fight bet- 
ween Tyson and Evander 
Holy field. 

But Douglas and his manager 
John Johnson have refused to 
fight Tyson until Douglas makes 
a defence against Holyfield. 

The Mirage Hotel in Las Vegas 
recently won a purse bid for a 
Douglas- Holyfield fight, 
scheduled for September, over the 
laments of King and Trump, who 
was expecting IheTyson-Douglas 
rematch to be at the Trump Plaza 
in Atlantic City. 

In earlier testimony, Japan 
Boxing Commission president 
Shigeru Kojima said that King 
made a clear ringside protest to 
the referee on behalf of Tyson 
during the fight. 

“I could understand from his 
gestures and from hearing the 
words ‘long count,’ said Kojima, 
who doesn't speak English. 

Douglas is expected to take the 
stand next week. 


M ets blank Astr os 

Strawberry hits two home runs 



StrWberry is congratulated by teammates in the Shea Stadium Dugout. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 



NEW YORK, July 4, (AP): Danyl Strawberry hit two of New York's 
four home runs, including a towering shot off the scoreboard, and 
Frank Viola became the National League's first 1 2-game winner as the 
Mels mashed the Houston Astros ! 2*0 last night. 

Viola (12-3) pitched a five-hitter for his third shutout of the season. 
The (nets have won of 23 base ball games overall and It oflhelast [2at 
home. Houston has lost 1 5 ofl 6 on the road. 

Viola beat Houston for the third time this season and got his 14th 
career shutout. 

Reds 2, Expos 0 

Tom Browning retired the first 1 6 batters and combined with Randy 
Myers on a three-hitter as the Cincinnati Reds beat Montreal, the 
Expos’ sixth loss in seven games. 

Browning (8-5), who pitched a perfect game in 1988 against Los 
Angeles, did not allow a runner until SpikeOwen singled with one out in 
the sixth inning. Mike Fitzgerald and Junior Noboa singled in the 
eighth. 

Myers relieved with one out in the ninth after Browning issued his 
first two walks. Myers got his 16th save, retiring Fitzgerald on a 
grounder with the bases loaded to end the game. Zaoe smith (4-6) took 
the loss. 

Phillies 5, Braves 1 

Reliever JefT Parrett pitched five innings in bis first Major-League 
start and Dennis Cook got his first big-League save, leading the 
Philadelphia Phillies over the Atlanta Braves. 

Pfcrrett gave up one run on four hits, striking out five and walking 
three. He started in place of Ken Howell, who did not pitch because of 
pain in bis right armpit. 

Parrett (3-6) earned his third victory of the season, all against 
Atlanta. He had noL started since 1 986 at Cass AAA Indianapolis. 

Cook allowed one hit in four innings. He lost bis spot in the starting 
rotation earlier this season and was sen t to the bullpen. Marty Clary ( 1- 
4) lost in his first start since May 24, a span of 1 0 relief appearances. 

Twins 7, Red Sox 3 

Rookie Kevin Tapani scattered seven hits in 7 1-3 innings and Garry 
Gaetti hit a two-run triple to help the Minnesota Twins beat the Boston 
Red Sox 7-3 last night. 

Tapani (9-5) had a shutout until the eighth when the Red Sox scored 
on a one-out walk to Wade Boggs, Jody Reed’s single and pinch-hitler 
Kevin Routine's sacrifice fly. 

Roger Clemens (12-4) lost for the second time in his last three 
decisions despite giving up just one earned run. He kept the Red Sox in 
the game until the sixth, when right fielder Brunansky dropped Kirby 
Puckett's two-out fly ball at the warning track, igniting a three-run 
rally. 

The Red Sox lost for only the fifth time in 18 games and had their 
American League East lead sliced to 3 1-2 games over Toronto. 

Blue Jays 5, Angels 2 

Junior Felix hit a two-run single in the third inning and tripled and 
scored the lead run in Toronto's three- run fifth. Winner Todd Stot- 
tlemyre (9-7) gave up 10 hits and walked three in five innings but 
stranded 10 baserunners. He equalled his career-high with eight strik- 
eouts. 

Frank Wills pitched three innings but left after giving up a.sinjgle to 
Johnny Ray an3V double 'to 1 ' Wally Ttiynef Td'start’the ninth'. Tom 
Henke notched his 14th save in 14 opportunities by retiring Dave 
Winfield and Max Venable on pop fouls and Lance Parrish on a 
grounder. , 


Results 


Angels' Luis Polonia (nght) dives back to first base (Reuter wirephoto) 


Cleveland 

Toronto 

Detroit 

Minnesota 

Kansas City 

Oakland 

Texas 


America* League 
9 Seattle 
California 
Chicago WS 
Boston 
N.Y. Yankees 
Milwaukee 
Baltimore 


5 

n 

7 

6 
5 
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National Leagae 


Cincinnati 
N.Y.Mels 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Los Angeles 


San Francisco 4 


Montreal 
Houston 
Atlanta 
San Diego 
Chicago Cubs 
St Louis 


Britain outplay Taranaki 


NEW PLYMOUTH, New Zealand, July 4, 
( Reuter): Britain beat a Taranaki Invitation Rugby 
League side 24-0 today, scoring four tries to none in 
an effort boosted by fine goalkicking by Paul East- 
wood. 

The British winger converted three of Britain's 
four tries and added a penalty. His best effort was a 
last minute conversion from the sideline. 

The tourists adapted better to the muddy condi- 
tions, in an encouraging performance prior to the 
second Test against New Zealand in Auckland on 
Sunday. 

Despite already losing on tour to New Zealand's 
three best provincial teams — Auckland, Welling- 
ton and Canterburry — Britain fielded a second 
string side against Taranaki. . 

The prospective Test squad remained in Auck- 
land to prepare for their match against New 


Zealand, with assistant coach Phil Larder taking 
just 1 5 players on the 300 km ( 190 mile) trip to New 
Plymouth. 

Teams: 

Britain — Chris Bibb, Paul Eastwood, Shaun 
Lrwin, David Lyon, John Devereux, Roger Simp- 
son, Deryck Fox (captain), Ian Lucas (replaced by 
Roy Powell), Martin Dennolt, Karl Fairbank, lan 
Smales, Gary Price, Phil Clarke. David Bishop 
(replaced by Martin Derraott). 

Taranaki Invitation XIII — Dion Tumoana, 
Willie Tangira, Duane Gwiazdsinski, David Wat- 
son, Blair Nixon, Phil Smith, Geoffrey Tangira, 
Robert Piva, Harvey Mason (replaced by Alan 
Jackson), Henry Katene, Charlie McAlister, Gary 
Kitto (replaced by Ment Martin), Barry Harvey 
(captain). 


Soviets to send 
strong squad 

INDIANAPOLIS. Indiana, July 4, 
(Reuter): Three world record holders 
grace the 91 -member athletics team 
the Soviet Union U sending to the 
Goodwill Games later this month, 
the Athletic Congress announced 
yesterday. 

Record-holding pole vaulter Ser- 
gei Bubka, women’s long jumper 
Galina Chistyakova and women's 
shot putter Natalya Lisovskayrf will 
spearhead the Soviet search for 
medals at the Games, which start on 
July 20 in Seattle, Washington. 

Other notables on the Soviet team 
include Robert Emmiyan, who has 
the second best long jump in history, 
and Sergei Litvinov, who set world 
records in the hammer three times in 
the ) 980s and won the Olympic gold 
in Seoul. 


Atherton and Fairbrother see Lancashire home 


LONDON. July 4, (Reuter): 
England batsmen Mike Ather- 
ton and Neil Fairbrother helped 
Lancashire close the gap on 
leaders tniddfesex in the English 
County Cricket Championship 
yesterday. 

Atherton made 44 and Fair- 

brother 47 as Lancashire scraped 

home by three wickets against 
Kent at Maidstone. 

Set 190 runs to win, Lanca- 
shire lost wickets regularly but 
still won with 14.5 overs to spare 
to dirnb into second place in the 
table with 116 points to Mid- 
dlesex’s 134. . 

The leaders were denied tne 
fourth consecutive victory that 
would have given them a 34- 
poinl lead at ihe top as Damian 


D’Oliveira and Phil Neale 
defiantly saved Worcestershire 
from defeat al Lord's. 

Worcestershire seemed 
headed for defeat when they 
collapsed to 30 for three in their 
second innings, 148 behind. 

But Graeme Hick ted the 
revival with 80, sharing a fourth 
wicket partnership of 123 with 
D'Oliveira. 

D’Oliveira and Neale put cm 
91 runs for the sixth wicket, with 
D'Oliveira unbeaten on 87 and 
Neale 41 noLout. 

Northamptonshire had a 

seven-wicket win over Somerset 
with opener Alan Fordham hit- 
ting 128 and Rob Bailey 101. 
Allan Lamb bit an unbeaten 64 
as Northanls rose to the 


challenge of scoring 329 to win, 
reaching the target with 15 balls 
to spare. 

Results 

At Maidstone: Lancashire 
beat Kent by three wickets. Kent 
237 in 83 oversand 201 (M. Ath- 
erton four Tor 23). Lancashire 
249 in 78 overs and 193 for seven 
(M. Watkinson 66, N. Fair- 
brother, 47, M. Atherton 44, R. 
Davis four for 54). Lancashire 22 
points Kent six. 

At Lord’s Middlesex V Wor- 
cestershire match drawn. Mid- 
dlesex 348 in 109.1 overs. Wor- 
cestershire 170 in 82 overs and 
245 for five declared (D. 
D’Oliveira 87 not out, G. Hick 
80, P. Neale 41 not out). Mid- 
dlesex eight points Worcester- 


shire four. 

At Taunton: Northampton- 
shire beat Somerset by seven 
wickets. Somerset 324 for six 
declared in ] 06 overs and 305 for 
six declared (S. Cook retired hurt 
1 12), R. Lefebre 53, P. Roebuck 
44). Northamptonshire 301 for 
four declared in 81 overs and 332 
for three (A. Fordham 128, R. 
Bailey 101, A. Lamb 64 not out). 
Northamptonshire 21 points 
Somerset five. 

At Derby: Derbyshire v 
Gloucestershire match drawn. 
Derbyshire 72 in 33 overs and 
346 for six declared (B. Roberts 
59, CV Adams 48). Gloucester- 
shire 1 14 in 52 overs and 204 for 
six (G.Hodgson 52. A. Wright . 
44). Derbyshire and Gloucester- 



' Alan Fordham 


Neil Fairbrother 


Damian D’Oliveira 


Phil Neale 


shire four points. 

At Cardiff: Glamorgan v 
Surrey match drawn. Glamor- 
gan 299 in 99.5 overs and 1 27 for 
five declared Surrey 1 50 for one 
declared in 55 overs and 139 for 
six. Glamorgan three points 
Surrey five. 

At Trent Bridge: Nottingham- 
shire v Leicestershire match 
drawn. Nottinghamshire 292 in 
90.4 overs and 214 for one 
declared (C. Broad 1 12 not out, 
P. Robinson 69 not out). Leices- 
tershire 236 for five declared in 75 
overs and 242 for nine (J. 
Whitaker 83, J. Benson 62, L. 
Potter 48; K. Cooper five for 56). 
Nottinghamshire five points 
Leicestershire six. 

Standings 

English County Champion- 
ship cricket table after matches 
which ended yesterday (tabulate 
under played, won, lost, drawn, 
batting points, bowling points, 
total): 

Middlesex 10 5 0 

Lancashire 10 4 1 

Warwickshire 10 4 2 

Leicester 11 3 2 

Hampshire 10 3 I 

Glamorgan It 3 3 

Notts 9 3 I 

Derbyshire 10 3 3 

Northanls 9 2 5 

Somerset II I 2 

Kent 9 2 3 4 24 15 71 

Yorkshire 9 2 4 3 16 23 71 

Essex 8 1 I 6 30 9 55 

Worcester 8 1 I 6 20 17 53 

Surrey 9 0 1 8 19 26 53 

Sussex II 3 4 18 13 47 

Gloucester 10 0 S S 18 23 41 


30 24134 
25 27116 

22 28114 

31 21100 

32 16 96 
25 23 96 

23 24 95 
27 19 94 
25 29 86 

8 35 21 72 



The Overland Transport Company team. 


K & A break losing string 


KAY & ASSOCIATES finally 
ended their 7-garae losing streak 
with a 91-88 win over KCA-Bytes. 
It was a close game throughout the 
entire 40 minutes of play as neither 
of the teams had a clear advantage 
over the other. Half-time tally was 
47-41 in favour of KCA-Bytes. 
who played without their No. 13, 
Cruz. 

In the next 20 minutes of play, 
Kay & Associates (hough also mis- 
sing the services of one of its key 
players (No. 19 Marin), fought 
hard and the combination of 
Quiason, Velayo. K^j, Alvendia 
and Galang proved stable enough 
to get them past the KCA-Bytes 
team. Leading scorers for the win- 
ners were Velayo 24, Quiason 24, 
Kai 15. Alvendia 15 and Galang 8. 
KCA-Bytes were led by Racho 3 1 , 
Monastrial 21. Castro 17 and 
Endaya 1 1. 

The Durrani Int’l Best Player or 
the Game award went to the 
“durable” Romeo Velayo for his 
steady performance during the 
entire game. 

Nissan 105, NIC 91 

in the 2nd match of the day. 
Nissan Al Bab tain beat NIC 105- 
9 1 to hand the latter its 2nd straight 
loss in as many outings. Half-time 
score was 46-3 1 in favour ofNissan 
who played minus its cenire-No. 10 
Detera. Now sporting a 2 win-1 
loss card (Group-B). Nissan was 
ted by Ungco26. Castillo 24. Delos 
Reyes 14, Calvelo 14 and Batac 10. 
In its gallant losing efforts, NIC 
was paced by Molina 37, Milanes 
12, Villanueva 12and Hufano8. 

Gery Ungco of the victorious 
Nissan Al Babtain squad was 
named the Durrani lnt’1 Best 
Player of the Game. 

Al Ghankn 74, Mabuhay 73 

Al Ghanim Freight & Travel 
i barged inJo-tbe-win column with a 
heart-stopping 74-73 win over an 
impressive Mabubay-Kamay 
quintet. Half-time tally was 37-27 
in fa vour of Al Ghanim. In the next 
20 minutes of play, Mabuhay- 
Kamay got their act together and 
out-hustled the Freight & Travel 
agents to put the game on a see-saw 
battle going into the last 2 minutes 
of the bailgame. 

With lime down to 16 seconds 
and Mabuhay-Kamay protecting 
a 73-72 hairline lead, Al G ha aim’s 
Ragodon scored a court to court 
winner to put his team on top 74- 
73. In the ensuing play Mabuhay- 
Kamay managed to find open No. 
14 man Delfl Cruz who was inten- 
tionally fouled going into the 
hoop. It was almost a sure victory 
for the Mabuhay-Kamay team as2 
free throws plus ball possession 
with lime down to 2 seconds was 
awarded to them. However, pres- 
sure and bad luck hounded De la 
Cruz who muffed both his 
charities, and though his team was 
able to inbound the ball safely, 
time expired' before they could 
make a shot. Registering their 1st 
win in 3 outings. Al Ghanim 
Freight & Travel were led by 
Ragodoo 19, Go I8.Labay 16. and 
Petel 9. In their hard-luck loss, the 
Restaurant-Artists was paced by 
Abad28.Gonzaga I2,Cabigon 10 
and Delos Samos 7. 

The Durrani Int’l Best Player of 
the Game was Ellie Ragodonofthe 
winning Al Ghanim Freight & 
Travel team. 

Al Wayle 113, Blue Star 73 

In the 4lh game of the day, Al 
Wayle handed down Al Ghanim 
Blue Star its 3rd straight loss in as 
many games, final score 1 1 3-73. In 
the 1st 20 minutes of play, the Blue 



Action shot ol the Al wayie-Biue Star game. 


Stars gave the Al Wayle team a run 
for their money to the delight of the 
crowd. Al Wayle had their hands 
full in containing Al Ghanim’s 
Suraaguingsing and De Leon who 
scored 20 and 18 Isi-half points 
respectively. Half-time score was 
47-44 in favour of Al Wayle who 
was seemed vulnerable minus 
Calaycay. Babierra and Dayao. 

In the next half. Al Wayle jum- 
ped the gun on the tiring Blue Stars 
and poured on 66 points as com- 
pared to their opponents’ measly 
29. When the final buzzer ended, iL 
was a 40-point win by Al Wayle, its 
2nd win in as many games. Top 
scorers for the winners were Reyes 
31, Garcia 22. Menez 17. Sacueza 
17. Vargas !2andMagaiIanes8. Al 
Ghanim Blue Star with only 5 men 
scoring were led by Sumaguingsing 
36, De Leon 25. Galicia 6. Michael 
4 and Petel 2. 

RoniUo ’’Mat” Reyes playing 
the forward position for the win- 
ning team was chosen as the 
Durrani Inr’I Besr Player of the 
Game. 

KPBC100, Hasawl 79 

KPBC Greek House notched 
win number 2 with a 100-79 
triumph over the Hassawi Eagles. 
It was a more impressive win this 
time around by the lsi-Conference 
tiilist who were in disarray in their 
I si outing against the Kirby squad , 
who almost beat them. Half-time 
tally was 49-36 in favour of K PBC 
Greek House who played with only 
9 men. 

In (he next 20 minutes of play, 
the victors scored 51 points com- 
pared to Hassawi’s 43. thus 
increasing their half-time edge of 
13 to 21 final winning margin. Top 
scorers for the winners were De la 
Cruz 27. Zalavarria 23, Domingo 
12, Santos 10, Arafol 10 and Bus- 
tria 8. The Hassawi Eagles were 
gallantly led by Saurc 18. Tan 17, 
Santos9,Garilao9.& De la Cruz9. 

Hie Durrani Int’l Best Player of 
the Game was Lito de la Cruz of 
the KPBC Greek House Team. 

Overland 101, Al Widad 67 

In the 6th game of the day. 
Overland Transport Co. served 
notice of its serious bid to capture 
the 2nd -Conference plum with a 
107-67 rout of the Al Widad/Cap- 
cora selection. Celebrating the 
arrival of its two (2) prized “back 
to Kuwait” recruits in the persons 
of Greg Lugo and Amel Dingson 
(both formerly with the EEI team) 
plus having a new set of playing 
uniforms with matching shoes, 
bags and towels. Overland proved 
too much to handle for the hard 
fighting Al Widad dribblers. 

During the early minutes of the 
game, Al Widad looked impressive 
as they managed to take control of 
the match. When Overland found 


their bearings, there was no stop- 
ping the T nickers as they raced to a 
18-poims half-time lead (4749). 
that ballooned to 40 points at the 
final buzzer. In its 3rd straight win 
in as many outings. Overland was 
paced byTuadles29, Ramalla 18. 
Lugo 17. Navarro 13. Velasco 12 
and Dingson 6. Top men for the Al 
Widad /Capcom selection were 
Oniz Luis 24. Abedana 12, Carlos 
(O.andGuese 10. 

Sansin “Sonny” Ramalla of 
Overland was voted as the Durrani 
Int’l Best Player of the Game. 

KHC 154 Kirby 102 

In the 7th and final match of the 
day. KHC-Bayan blasted Kirby 
Building Systems 154-102. It was 
an impressive 2nd win for the KHC 
dribblers as they established a new 
KPBL record in “most points 
scored in a single game”. Half-time 
tally was 71-51 in favour of KHC 
who pounded the hapless Kirby 
cagers with no mercy. Actually. 
Kirby didn't do so bad. They even 
led 8-0 in the early minutes of the 
1st half. After a quick timeout by 
the beleaguered KHC quintet, 
things were never the same again 
for the Kirby squad. KHC-Bayan 
utilized a mid-court trapping 
defence that ultimately sealed the 
fate of its opponent. Clearly, the 
inexperience of the Kirby squad 
was evident as both players and 
coaching staff of the team failed to 
devise means to offset such a kind 
of gambling defence. Top point 
makers for KHC-Bayan were Mr 
X-Ortega 45. Rector 22, Abubo 20 
Cailles 20, Camacho 11. Ong 10 
and Guinto 8. Kirby, on the other 
hand, were led by Delegenria 35. 
Geronimo 28, Garcia 15 and 
Vidallo 12. 

The Durrani lnt’l Best Player of 
the Game was Santiago "Mr X” 
Ortega of the victorious KHC- 
Bayan team. 

Games schedules for Friday- 
July 6, 1990 
Basketball 

8.00 am Kuwait International 
Hotel vs. National Industries Co. 

9.30 am Kuwait Regency Palace 
vs Kirby Building Systems 

1 1.00 am BES Engineering vs 
RP Team/Try-Outs Kuwait 
(exhibition match) 

12.30 prn KHC-Bayan vs KCA- 
Bytes 

2.00 pm Al Widad/Capcom vs 
J*L«i lexco 

3.30 pm KPBC Greek House vs. 
Mabuhay-Kamay . 

5.00 pm Trend Wave vs Pizza 
Italia. 

Darts (starting at 9d)0 am) 

I. Mabuhay Restaurant vs SAS 
Hotel 

2. Al Wayle vs Kamay 

3. D’Bug vs KHC-Bayan 



Reyes (right) of Al Wayle receives his award. Right: an action shot ol the Hasawi-KPBC game. 
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Soviets and Hungarians tie for chess tourney-lead 


MANILA, July 4, (Reuter): Vassily 
Ivanchuk and Boris Gelfand of the 
Soviet Union beat their fifth round 
opponents today and shared the lead 
with two Hungarians at a Manila chess 
tournament to decide challengers for the 
1993 World Championship. 

Ivanchuk launched a mating attack to 
force Pedrag Nikolic of Yugoslavia to 


resign in 36 moves, while Gelfand 
defeated Frenchman Joel Lautierin 53. 

Hungarians Lajos Portisch and Gyufa 
San drew in 22 moves and held on to first 
place after five rounds with four points 
each, tied with Ivanchuk and Gelfand. 

Soviet defector Viktor Korchnoi, 
playing for Switzerland, defeated Boris 
Gulko of the United States in 51 moves 


and was tied at 3.5 points with Mikhail 
Gurevich and Leonid Yudasin of the 
Soviet Union, Kiril Georgiev of Bul- 
garia. Branko Damljanovic of 
Yugoslavia and Lautier. 

Gurevich, one of the world's lop 10 
players, drew with Georgiev in 40 moves 
while Yudasin beat 18-year-old Michad 
Adams of England in 47 moves. 


“1 had some initiative but I couldn't 
evaluate the position properly because it 
was quite hot,” said Portisch, eight-time 
candidate for the world championship. 

The top 1 1 players among the 64 par- 
ticipants m the 1 3-round Swiss style com- 
petition will qualify for the candidates 
matches, last stage of the eliminations to 
choose the challenger for the work! title- 


Alangre 

outlasts 


Crispin 


ROGER ALANGRE came back 
From a slow start to beat Isidore) Cris- 
pin 9-8 at the start of the consolation 
round of the 1990 All-Filipino Tennis 
Tournament at the Holiday Inn Hotel 
on Monday. Isidore was well a head of 


the game but was caught up by Roger 
ak 3t 8-all and finish 


to force a tie-break 
the match- 

Moises Belardo showed more 
power when he defeated Arturo 
Arvizo 9-4. Freddy Paguyo, who was 
improving on his serve and net play 
capitalised on the numerous double 
faults of Julicto Alberto to win 9-5 . 


Li to Ramos beat Willy Reyes 9-5. 

with several 


Willy put on a good fight wi 
winning passing shots down the line 


but Lito outpaced the slower Willy. 

ilhhis 


Joey Jalandoni had trouble wi 
serve due to strong winds and bowed 
to Romy Piola2-9. Cezar Briones won 
by default over Peter Cabanero. Fcr 
Arcangel likewise won by default over 
Alex Martinez. 

Emil Caisido with his stylish head- 
band survived the lightning serve and 
forehand of Honorio Otoraoz to win 
9-2. Emil didn't give up so easily and 
even went to the other court just u> 
retrieve a ball. Nicanor Ruiz was in 
good form and never gave Abraham 
Delizo a chance to gel into the match 
9-3. Van Dejasco and Raul Basis both 
defaulted on their match and their 
quarterfinal opponent Nick Ruiz will 
to the semifinal without a fight 
rom either of them. 


Z 


A long match was between Roily 
Quider and Von John VTUadDo. Long 
rallies marked the match and neither 
played giving up a point without a 
light. Roily eventually prevailed 9-8. 
Butch Samaco, one of the fastest first 
server in the tournament, overcame 
Ben Gonzales9-3. Gene Nuevo overp- 
owered Edmund A bay on who had 
trouble with his service return 9-4. 
Rod Mendoza went to the court 
unprepared and therefore last to Ernie 


Lagraan by default. Jake Salvador 
defeated Alfi 


fredo Buzon 9-4. Alfredo 
broke the string of his racquet and 
could not get back on the game after 
that. 


In the continuation of second round 
matches, Ed Sarnia put up a galant 
fight as he stretched Jess Rafcr to third 
sCL ll was a battle of lopspinners. Ed 
lost steam in the third set and also the 
match 6-4, 4-6. 0-6. Joy Valerio was 
well ahead in the first set and his tops- 

E in forehand was serving him well. 

lowever, Nick Villar got his rhythm 
and finally overpowered Joy 7-5. 6-4. 


Proving 


It was another big day for A to 
Kagayutan os he beat Carlito Baginda 
6-3, 6-7. 6-3 proving once again the 
effectiveness of his unorthodox play. 
Ato played well on the net making 
Chrii to run the entire court most ofthe 
time. It was a star-studded match 
complete with video tape. Jub Dianito 
won over Norbic Manabat 6-4. 6-2. 
Jun's powerful forehand and serve 
was effective against the consistent 
southpaw. Arnold San Diego won by 
default over Rene Vtllante. 

In doubles, it was a tension-filled 
match between Benjie Aldecoa/Surley 
Lago versus Larry Duque/Carlito 
Baginda. It was a long day for Carlito 
as he played doubles after 10 minutes 
rest from his second round loss to Ato 
Kagayutan. But Larry's very fast top- 
spin serve seemed un returnable as he 


served severances. Compounding the 
#nkh 


problem was Sur ley's first serve wnk 
were just not coming in. Benjie and 
Surley survived a first set tie-break to 
win the match 7-6<7-4), 6-3. 

Second round matches will con- 
tinue today and tomorrow. Schedule 
of matches on Thursday is as follows: 
5 pm — E. Lagman/B. Samaco vs R. 
Basis/H. Otordoz. E. L lanes vs R. 
Urol; 6 pm — H. Tampus vs B. 
Clemcno, R. Carandang vs S. Perez,' 
7 pm — D. Felix vs R. Rodrigues. G. 
Opinaldo vs D. Jalbuena. 8 pm — A. 
Dc la Cruz vs S. Lago. 

On Friday. July 6. 5 pm — D. 
Catacutan vs R. Mercado. F. Pen- 


lecoste vs G. Sanez: 6 pm — D. A cido 
vs E. Latoreno. R. Dalieme vs N. 


Villanueva: 7 pm — H. Hendozavs L. 
Duque. B. AJdecoa vs L. Linnayag; 
8 pm — O. Cabatingan vs R. Ventura, 
J. Valcria/E. Sarnia vs N. Ruiz/L. 
Ramos. 

The final matches will be on August 
3. After the men's singles match, the 
awarding and Players Barbecue Night 
will follow at the Holiday Inn Hotel 
poolside. Lois of raffle prizes will be 
given away by sponsors and donors. 
For particulars and tickets, see the 
organisers. 

This tournament is organised by 
Kay and Associates Tennis Club. 


Becker blasts Gilbert 


Edberg thrashes Bergstrom 


LONDON, July 4, (Reuter): 
Defending champion Boris 
Becker made light of a poten- 
tially hazardous encounter with 
American seventh seed Brad Gil- 
bert to move ominously into the 
semifinals at a wet and windy . 


Wimbledon today. 

After play eventually started 
over four hours late because of 
rain, the second-seeded Becker 
swept to a comfortable 6-4 6-4 6- 
1 victory to join 1988 champion 
Stefan Edberg in the last four. 


Edberg also conceded only 
nine games, beating fellow 
Swede Christian Bergstrom 6-3 
6-2 6-4 to reach the Wimbledon 
semifinals for the fourth succes- 



Edberg: reaches semifinals 


sive year. 

Becker found* himself posted 
to the wilds of court two, the 
traditional “Graveyard of cham- 
pions”. when officials rearran- 
ged the schedule after the rain 
delay, but speedily laid the 
challenge of Gilbert to rest In 95 
minutes. 

The West German, in an 
obvious hurry to find the nearest 
television set showing the World 
Cup semifinal between his coun- 
try and England, survived break 
points in each of his first two 
service games and grew in con- 
fidence as the match progressed. 

Gilbert, who had previously 
beaten Becker four times in seven 
meetings but never on grass, 
found it bard to reproduce the 
solid form that is his trademark. 

He broke the famous Becker 
service once in the sixth game of 
the first set but thereafter it was 
one-way traffic. 

The champion, blowing on his 
fingers after each winner like an 
old gun-slinger, engineered a 
crucial break in the ninth game of 
the second set and when Gilbert 
was broken again in the first 
game of the third, there was only 
one winner. 

Third seed Edberg was never 
unduly stretched by the unseeded 
Bergstrom, ranked 98th in the 
world and the conqueror of 
French l Ith seed Guy Forget io 
the previous round. 

Until the last set, when there 
were seven breaks of serve in the 
first eight games, Edberg's 
volleying proved decisive in a 
match of few rallies. 

■ Martina Navratilova passed 
another milestone yesterday 
when she eclipsed Chris Even's 
record for singles victories at 
Wimbledon. 


Navratilova’s 6-16-1 victory 
over Katerina Maleeva was her 
97th at Wimbledon, one more 
than Evert recorded. And she 
still has other records in her 
sights. 

Navratilova has won a record- 
equalling eight Wimbledon sin- 
gles titles, with a ninth beckon- 
ing. 

That is not the only record she 
has in mind. “There are a lot of 
them within reach," the 33-ye 
old Czechoslovak-born 
Arderican said. 

“There's the total Grand Slam 
angles record beMby Marga 

Jean (King's) record here of 20 
titles. 

“If you play long enough and 
well enough, those records are 
within reach. If I don't break any 
of them. I'm happy with what 
I've done. But the way I feel right 
now, I could keep going another 
10 years,” she said with a smile. 

Navratilova has been helped 
in her preparation this year by 
King, whose record she is only 
four short of. 

“She bas taught me more in 
one year than I’ve learned in 10, 
Navratilova said. 

“She was the one who pointed 
out to me that I was having not a 
breakdown, but a tennis mental 
breakdown — burnout, maybe. I 
didn't even know it — and Fd 
been going through it for almost 
two years. 

“Billie Jean's knowledge of the 
game is just phenomenal. She's 
forgotten more than most people 
know. She's really clarified a lot 
of things for me. I just have so 
much respect for her." 

Navratilova said King had 
suffered more injuries than she 
has in her career. "She's been 
Lhere, both on the bad side and 
the good side. So l know I can 
listen to her because she knows 
exactly what I'm going 
through." 


Hadlee set for final Test 


BIRMINGHAM. England. July 4. (Reuter): Richard Hadlee has just 
five days, beginning tomorrow, in which to push his record tally ofTest 
wickets further out of reach ofhis rivals. 

After that the world’s greatest quick bowler will quit the Test arena 
he has graced for almost two decades. 

The third and final Test between England and New Zealand at 
Edgbasion is a fitting setting for the farewell appearance of the only 
cricketer to be knighted while still playing the game. 

With 423 Test wickets to his name, Hadlee will inevitably be the key 
figure in New Zealand's hopes of a victory which would clinch the series 
after the first two Tests were wrecked by rain. 

A win for England would give them their first home series triumph 
since 1985. 

Paceman Angus Fraser could make a dramatic England return on 
the ground where he launched his international career 12 months ago. 

The 24-year-oid seamer will come into contention for the deciding 
Test if Philip DeFreitas fails to recover from a virus. 

Practice 

DeFreitas was confined to England's hotel today with a temperature 
and upset stomach while the rest of the squad were forced to practise 
indoors because of rain. 

"We’IJ have to see how Daffy (DeFreitas) is in the morning,” said 
team manager Mickey Steward. "But if we bring Fraser into the 12 then 
he'll have as much chance of playing as anyone else.” 

Fraser, out of Test action for three months since straining a rib 
muscle in the West Indies, was originally asked logo to Birmingham for 
extra training. 

Bui the lion-hearted paceman would relish the prospect of coming to 
England's aid at Edgbasion, where he claimed four for 63 on his debut 
against Australia lust year. 

"Gus was not included in the squad for this match because we felt he 
had not done enough work following his injury," said Stewart. “But 
since then he has got another game under his belt for Middlesex over the 
weekend.” 

His return to the brink of selection might leave Stewart and captain 
Graham Gooch facinga tricky problem. 

Leicestershire all-rounder Chris Lewis, still waiting fora Test debut 
after being made 1 2th man at Trent Bridge and Lord’s, would expect 
first claim on DeFreitas's place. 

Teams (from): 

England — Graham Gooch (capt), Mike Atherton Alec Stewart. 
Allan Lamb. Robin Smith. Neil Fairbrother, Jack Russell, Phil 
DeFreitas, Gladstone Small, Eddie Hemmings, Devon Malcolm. Chris 
Lewis, Angus Fraser. 

New Zealand — John Wright (capt), Trevor Franklin, Andrew 
Jones. Martin Crowe. Mark Greatbatch. Ken Rutherford, Richard 
Hadlee. John Braceweli, Ian Smith, Adam Parore, Martin Snedden, 
Danny Morrison, Mark Priest. 



Richard Hadlee 


Fignon bids farewell to Tour de France 


ROUEN. France. July 4. (Reuter): Dutch- 
man Gerrit Solleveid won the 301-km firth 
stage of the Tour de France from Avranches 
today, as France’s Laurent Fignon dropped 
out of the longest Tour stage since 1969 with 
an ankle injury. 

Canada's Steve Bauer, who retained the 
overall leader’s yellow jersey for the fourth 
day running, did not seem especially relieved 
by the Frenchman's withdrawal. 

"It won't change anything. We talked 


about i I with Greg (Lemond) only yesterday, 
and he told me. “Look at Fignon, I bet he will 
withdraw before the end of the tour," he said. 

The 29-year-old Parisian was not the sole ’ 
victim of this marathon stage. 

An exhausted Marco Giovanetti of Italy, 
winner of the Tour of Spain and third in the 
Giro d'ltalia last month, also quit 80 kms 
before the finish. 

As Fignon flew ofTin a helicopter, Solleveid 
broke away On his own — and stayed in front 


for 90 kms. 

The Dutchman, winner of the Ghent- 
Wevelgem Classic this year, crossed the line in 
seven hours 43 minutes and seven seconds. 




Cup bid 

ROME. July4. (AP): Morocco today 
announced its candidacy for the 1998 
World Cup. hoping to become the 
first African nation to host the 
premier soccer competition. 

TV audience 

ROM E, J uly 4, ( Reuter): More than 
27 million Italians, the biggest telev- 
ision audience in the nation's history, 
watched Argentina knock Italy out 
of the World Cup yesterday. 

Uefa berth 

BERN, Switzerland, July 4, (AP): 
Scottish dub Celtic of Glasgow will 
fill the vacant Uefa Cup berth next 
season if English clubs remain ban- 
ned from the European dob .com- 
ped lions, Uefa said yesterday. 


Cup players 


ROME, July 4. (AP): Uruguayan 
striker Enzo Francescoli and Brazil’s 


Aldair have become the latest World 
Cup players to join Italian First Div- 
ision clubs. Francescob'. 28, was to 
formalize a contract today with 
Cagliari of Sardinia while Aldair, a 
24-year-old central defender, joined 
Roma. 

Winner lame 

LONDON, July 4, (Reuter): Epsom 
Derby winner Quest for Fame retur- 
ned home lame after his disappoint- 
ing fifth place behind Salsa bil in Sun- 
day's Irish Derby, it was disclosed 
yesterday. 


Pace setters 

MONTE CARLO. July 4, (Reuter): 
Britain's Mark Mouland and South 
African Hugh Baiocchi moved up 

four under par in hot sunshine to set 
the pace in today’s first round of the 
$625,000 Monte Carlo Open at Mont 
Agd. 

Norwich defender 


Compatriot Johan Museeuw, winner of the 
previous stage at Le Mont Saint-Michel, 
broke away from the bunch in the last stretch 
to snatch second place four minutes and 27 
seconds later, with Belgian Etienne de Wilde 
third in the same time. 


NORWICH. England. July 4. (UPI): 

Norwich City defender Andy Lin- 

ighan today completed a £1.25 
million ($2 million) move to Arsenal, 
raising doubts about the future of 
David O'Leary, whose penalty- 
decider goal against Romania earned 
the Republic of Ireland a World Cup 
quarterfinal place in Italy, 

English Open 

SUTTON COLDFIELD. England. 


Jufj 4, (UPI): Sandy Lyle, Severiano 


Jester os and Bernhard Laager 
will bead the field for the £400,000 
($640,000) English Open golf tour- 
nament, organisers said yesterday. 
Briton Mark James will defend his 
title at the event, to be held at the 
Belfry Aug 16-19. 


l . , ■*. 



Buenos Aires residents celebrate in the streets. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Argentines go wild 


BUENOS AIRES. July 4, (Reuter): 
Jubilant Argentines poured into the 
streets of Buenos Aires yesterday in a 
frenzied celebration as the reigning 
champions defeated Italy in a heart- 


stopping penalty shoot-out to reach 
the World Cup final. 


“We won playing football, moving 
the ball around ... opening up the 
game ... it was an exceptional show,”, 
soccer fanatic President Carlos 
Menem said at Government House 
as officials and aides hugged him 
chanting “Argentina, Argentina.” 

Outside, the streets looked as if 
they had been struck by a snowstorm 
as clouds of tickertape thrown from 
office blocks built up on sidewalks 
and dangled from trees. 

Traffic baited as crowds of fans 
waving flags, beating bass drums, 
blowing horns and letting oft 
firecrackers staged victory parades 
when Argentina stunned the 
favourites 4-3 on penalty kicks after 
the match ended at 1-1 despite extra 
time. 

“It’s madness it’s just like when we 
first won the Cup in 1978.” aid one 
delirous fan who had rushed to the 
Obelisk monument in the city centre 
where Argentines traditionally 
gather to celebrate sports victories. 

In bars, restaurantsand cafes com- 


plete strangers hugged and kissed 


each other. 1 
burst into tears in front of cameras 
when goalkeeper Sergio Goycoechea 
clinched victory with his second save 
in the penalty shootout. 

Commenting on Goycoechea’ s 
performance. Menem said: "It 
wasn't luck. He has saved four pen- 
alty shots in two games. And that’s 
not luck.” 

■ Police used water cannons and 
tear-gas yesterday to disperse 
hooligans, in Buenos Aires, disrupt- 
ing the massive celebrations. 

-Armoured vehicles swept up and 
down some of the city's main streets 
and avenues, flushing reveOera into 
side streets after bands of young men 
clashed with policemen in riot gear, 
throwing rocks and stones and trying 
to overturn motorcars. 

Menem told the state news agency 
Telam that 30 people were arrested, 
while private radio stations quoting 
police sources said more than 200 
had been detained. No injuries were 
immediately reported. 

"They were perfectly organised 
groups which came downtown to 
loot shops.*' Menem said. “But it is 
all under control now." 

Witnesses said trouble started 
after looters broke the windows of a 
central jeweller. Revellers fled 
quickly from Buenos Aires' land- 
mark Obelisk, as soon as the first 
cannister or tear-gas were thrown 
into the crowd. 

■ Police used tear gas and batons in 
Turin to disperse stone-throwing 
Italian and F-n glkh youths in over- 
night fighting before England’s 
World Cup semifinal against West 
Germany this .evening. 


Police said they briefly detained 
between 30 and 40 Italians to “cool 


(be situation” and were considering 
whether to charge some with pubfic 
order offences. 

No-one was injured and no Engl- 
ish fans were held, a spokesman said. 

The late-night dash occurred at 
around 2 am outside a heavily- 
policed camp site provided by tne 
authorities for about 2,000 English 
fans in a park in Turin. 

Eyewitnesses said English suppor- 
ters built a barricade across one 
entrance to the camp and set fire toil, 
apparently out of fear that the 
Italians were trying to storm the site. 

A police spokesman said a few 
dozen Italians were involved in the 
fighting but could not give numbers 
of English. 

“It all ended without too much 
trouble,” the spokesman said, 
adding that he could not say who 


The residents of the Sicilian city of 
Messina, where World Cup hero 

P_Llll • J » . 


Salvatore Schillari played in the 
had a double dose 


Second Division, i 
of back hick last night. 

Not only did the city where 
Scbillad came of age in his soccer 
career have to swallow the bitter pill 
of Italy’s semifinal defeat by Argen- 
tina — they could not watch the 
match on television either. 

A blackout cut electricity to the 
most of the city before the match 
began and power was not restored 
until it was over. 

The Messinese, for whom Schillad 
has become a virtual patron saint, 
listened to the match on radios. 

Cameroon, pride of Africa for 
tbarj 
shot: 


yi Wi fUi IM IV/i 

sir performance in the World Cup, 
ould play Africa's other soccer 


giant — Egypt — in a match to help 
anti-apartheid groups, a South 


African radical said yesterday. 
“Egypt and Cameroon should 



Argentine policemen drag a demonstrator away after riots. (Reuter wirephoto) 



Italian fans shout out tneir frustration in downtown Turin after Italy's defeat £ 
(Reuter wirephoto) i 



Policemen escort arrested rtalian fa ns after they attacked an English supporters 
camp in Turin. (Reuter wirephoto) 



Police officers break up fights between Italian and Argentine fans. (Rt 

wirephoto) 

play a benefit match, with proceeds 
to liberation movements," Ahmed 
Gora Ebrahim, a representative of 
the radical pan-Africanist c ongr ess, 
told African foreign ministers meet- 


ing in toe Euiicpian capital 
Cameroon lost 2-3 in their qua 
final match against England on ! 
day. 

(Also see PageT2) 







